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Employee Safety & Wellness
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slip, trip and fall injuries. I am hopeful that by now most if not all of those employees have either returned
to work or will soon.

Recordable Injury / Illness

Looking at this data, I am reminded of the point I always try to make to all new employees during their
safety orientation class and that is safety is a measure of being aware of our surroundings and having the
right tools and training to do the job. I think we have the right tools and training most of the time, so I
would like to suggest that we have the opportunity to turn these numbers around if we take a moment to
be mindful of what is going on around us. Of course, attending a training class from time to time to
sharpen our skills isn’t a bad idea either.

Board of Supervisors
Interested in old radios? Well, we have a hidden "gem" in the Town of East Bloomfield. The AWA (Antique
Wireless Association) on Route 5& 20 (http://www.antiquewireless.org/) along with Canandaigua National
Bank hosted a community "Meet and Greet" on April 5. Community leaders, along with Senator Rich Funke
and interested folks, met in a casual setting to brainstorm some ideas. Those present exchanged ideas for
increasing community involvement and small business for the Towns of East Bloomfield, West Bloomfield,
and Bristol. It was well attended and most interesting. The setting for the format was outstanding. Photos
from this event are on page 2.

County Administrator

Ontario County’s 3rd Annual Citizens Academy began on April 9 at the Safety Training Facility. Chairman
Jack Marren welcomed twenty-six registrants who learned about County Government 101 (Mary Krause),
the County Clerk’s Office and the Department of Motor Vehicles (Matt Hoose) and Public Works (Chris Day
and Dan Rago). The evening ended with a tour of the CTC/Highway Garage. The group was engaged and
asked a lot of great questions. The group will meet again on April 23 for more presentations that focus on
employment and opportunity in our community. Thank you to our presenters and tour guides for a job
well done!
Our 3rd annual Municipal Summit will be held on Thursday, April 25. Lunch will be provided at noon. At
1:00 pm Jackie Shaffer from Eastern Shore Associates will provide information on online training
opportunities for municipalities and schools. A speaker from NYSAC will present on the status of adult use
marijuana legalization which will be followed by one of two required meetings of our shared service panel.
Please RSVP to Cindy Abraszek at 585.396.4400 or Cynthia.abraszek@co.ontario.ny.us no later than
Thursday, April 18.

County Treasurer
The United Way 2019 Campaign kicked-off on April 1 and runs through the month of April. Donating online
through e-pledge is easy and only takes a moment. Every donation, no matter the amount, makes a big
difference in someone’s life. The food drive and Day of Caring will take place in May.

Department of Motor Vehicles
April is National Organ Donor month and National Distracted Driver Awareness month. DMV staff are
wearing their Donate Life shirts this month and ask that we help spread the word – Don’t text and drive!
#itcanwait

Economic Development
Congratulations to former State Senator Catharine Young on being appointed as the first executive
director of the Center of Excellence for Agriculture and Food. At the new Center of Excellence, located at
Cornell AgriTech in Geneva, their mission is to “grow New York’s food, beverage and agriculture economy
by serving as a hub for New York businesses to connect with the expertise and resources they need to
innovate, grow and thrive.” Young served with distinction in the New York State Legislature in a variety of
leadership positions for six years in the New York State Assembly and thirteen years as a State
Senator. She rose to become the first woman to chair the influential Senate Finance Committee, served
as chair of the Senate Agriculture Committee, and founded the Legislative Wine and Grape Caucus.
In the few months the Center of Excellence has been in operation, its team has engaged with more than
50 companies, providing mentorship and guidance to help food and agriculture startups raise more than
$12.3 million in 2018. We look forward to more progress under Cathy Young’s leadership.

Emergency Management
On March 28 Ontario County RACES participated in a communications exercise held by Monroe County
RACES. During the exercise we demonstrated that we have multiple communication channels between our
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and the Monroe and Wayne County EMOs/EOCs. In addition, contacts
were also made in Genesee and Orleans Counties. The exercise proved that if there is a failure of
telephone and cellular networks and of the public safety radio systems, RACES will be able to connect the
Emergency Management Offices and EOCs together. This message was sent through the WinLink 2000
radio network system which is used worldwide to connect areas that have been cut off by disasters to the
outside world.

Finance
Sandy Seeber received her Certification of Professional Development - Advanced Level from the
Government Finance Institute through the New York State Government Finance Officers’ Association. This
program includes completion of 40 credit hours in the areas of Accounting, Financial Reporting, Debt
Management, Auditing, HR Management, Ethics, Cash Management, Budgeting and Internal Control
Practices as well as the prerequisite of successful completion of the Foundations Level Certification which
Sandy received in 2017. Great Job, Sandy!

Human Resources
The Department of Human Resources received 12 copies of recognition notes that were given to
employees in March by their co-workers as part of the Core Value of “recognizing all employees are critical
to achieving the Vision and Mission”. The winner for the March monthly drawing was Emine Dura from
the Office of Sheriff. She was recognized by a fellow co-worker for quickly learning the court security
duties and for always being willing to help co-workers, the public, and courthouse staff. Thank you to all
the recipients and nominators. Please remember to give the original note to the employee and send a
copy of the note to Human Resources for the monthly drawing. If you see one of your fellow county
employees demonstrating one of the core values or behaviors, please give them a quick note recognizing
that it is appreciated. Additional notepads are available by contacting Emily Marshall in Human Resources.

Mental Health
Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) is a two-day interactive workshop in suicide first aid.
ASIST teaches participants to recognize when someone may have thoughts of suicide, and how to work
with them to create a plan to support their immediate safety. On March 25 & 26, Ontario County Mental
Health organized and hosted its first ASIST training facilitated by Garra Lloyd-Lester and Peter Guarino,
LCSW-R at the Ontario County Safety Training Facility. The training was rigorous, thought-provoking and
delivered a practical intervention model to participants that could be readily used in their professional and
personal lives. Overall, the training was an overwhelming success and helped bring ASIST to an eclectic
group of individuals working within Ontario County. Looking to the future, ASIST will be offered again by
Ontario County Mental Health as a way to continue raising awareness of suicide and to help create suicide
safer communities.

Office of Sheriff
Deputy David “Snuffy” Smith has retired after serving 48 years with the Office of Sheriff. We extend our
gratitude for his years of service to Ontario County and wish him luck for his well-deserved retirement.
Members of the sheriff’s office participated in the
2019 Polar Plunge on March 30. They took the
plunge in Canandaigua Lake with the water
temperature being 34 degrees. It was a cold dip in
the lake, but they are proud to have raised over
$6,000. The money will support the Special Olympics
in the area and we all had a great time!

Nine members of the Office of Sheriff received
awards at the annual Safety Council Awards
Banquet on March 26 in Geneva. Shown with
Sheriff Henderson are Deputy Morse Jr.,
Deputy Lowry, Lt. Cirencione, Deputy Lazarus,
Deputy
Jones,
Chief
Deputy
Storer,
Investigator Wellman, Deputy Cooley and
absent (retired) Sergeant Gouchenaur all
received awards.

Public Health
Supply a Smile Receives the 2019 Choose Health Ontario Award!
The Choose Health Ontario Award was presented by Mary Beer, Director
of Ontario County Public Health at the 53rd Annual Ontario County
Safety Awards Banquet on March 26. Supply a Smile is a free dental
service program for Ontario County residents who are at risk of falling
through dental care gaps. Last year, Supply a Smile provided over
$35,000 in free dental services for 127 residents that were not covered
by insurance or Medicaid. The Supply a Smile's program consists of 7
local dentist offices, 15 dentists, 6 dental supply companies, 21 dental
hygienists, and over 100 volunteers that generously donate their time to
provide dental services to those most in need. The Supply a Smile
program will also be recognized by the Ontario County Board of Jack Marren (Victor Town Supervisor) and Mary Beer
(Director of Ontario County Public Health) present the
Supervisors by an official resolution. Congratulations Supply a Smile!
Choose Health Ontario Award to Joan Wood (Supply a
Smile)

Help us celebrate healthy happenings in Ontario County! Every
spring the Ontario County Health Collaborative accepts nomination to celebrate an individual, agency,
organization, committee or business that demonstrates a commitment to improving the health of Ontario
County residents. To learn more about the Health Collaborative and award visit:
http://www.co.ontario.ny.us/101/Public-Health

Public Works
Intersection to be closed for four (4) weeks beginning April 22, 2019
Hopewell - The Ontario County Department of Public Works will close the County Road 4 and County
Road 10 intersection beginning at 7:00 a.m., Monday, April 22, 2019 for approximately four (4) weeks as
work crews replace broken concrete and reset granite curbs. Detour routes for vehicles traveling
eastbound on County Road 4 in order to travel southbound on County Road 10 will use the following
route: County Road 22, NY 21, NY 488, Freshour Road, County Road 46, County Road 10. Vehicles
traveling northbound on County Road 10 in order to travel westbound on County Road 4 will be detoured
using the following route: County Road 46, Freshour Road, NY 488, NY 21, County Road 22, County Road
4. For more information, call (585) 396-4000.

Real Property Tax
The Ontario County Real Property Tax Services Agency is pleased to announce the addition of a new
Deputy Director, Donna LaPlant. Donna comes to us with an excellent resume having served as the
Assessor for the Town of Farmington for thirteen years. Welcome Donna!!!

Social Services
Every kid deserves a great childhood that’s carefree and full of promise. Each year, Prevent Child Abuse
New York mobilizes Pinwheels for Prevention campaigns around the state to encourage New Yorkers to
take simple actions that can make a big difference in the lives of children. The goal of Pinwheels of
Prevention is to engage people in taking “extraordinary ordinary” actions that can reduce stress for

families and increase resilience for kids—anything from writing a letter to the editor in support of family
support programs to offering to babysit for a neighbor. A great childhood requires a loving and supportive
family and community. The theme of this year's campaign, It’s Your Turn to Make a Difference,
highlights simple steps we can take every day to create positive change for families and communities. You
can get involved by planting pinwheel gardens in a highly visible public place, wearing pinwheel label pins,
displaying car and storefront window clings, hosting events for
families, and signing a promise to prevention. Businesses,
schools,
community-based
organizations,
civic
groups,
educators,
volunteers,
decision-makers
and
families
participate. You can see pinwheel gardens in front of the
Canandaigua and Geneva Police Departments, the State Police
Barracks and the Child Advocacy Center on Main Street in
Canandaigua. If you’d like to purchase pinwheels for a garden,
contact the Child Advocacy Center at 585-394-2573. Everyone
has a role to play in preventing child abuse and supporting
families. Be a hero for a child today!

STOP DWI
The 3rd Annual Traffic Safety Board’s Awards Luncheon was held at the Geneva Ramada Lakefront on
March 5. Law Enforcement Officers from each of Ontario County’s four law enforcement agencies were
recognized for their efforts in traffic safety. The Ontario County Safety Council was awarded the
Community Service Award for their years of dedication to traffic safety initiatives. Sarah Palermo, our
STOP-DWI Victim Advocate, was awarded the STOP-DWI Administrator’s Award. Check out our social
media sites to learn more and see additional photos!

Sustainability and Solid Waste
It’s Earth Month! And there are a lot of events and opportunities to get involved in this year to help make
our world a little cleaner and greener. Make sure to check out the Events Page on the Ontario County
Recycling Website to see what events are happening!
Is your closet giving you a headache? Don’t make it a headache for recycling facilities! As we welcome the
spring season and closet clean outs, we’d like to remind you to rethink your recycling habits. Tossing your
unwanted clothing into your regular household recycling bin creates major issues for the recycling facilities
that handle your usual plastic, metal, glass, and paper. When your clothing and other textiles are put in
your regular household recycling bin, these items become wrapped around recycling facility equipment,
causing expensive machinery jams and compromising worker safety. Not to mention- textiles cannot be
recycled in these systems as they are designed to handle bottles, cans, paper, etc., not clothing. Clothing
and other worn and torn textiles can be recycled but need to go to a specialized recycling facility with
equipment designed for recycling textiles. As long as they are clean, dry and odorless, most textiles can
be reused or recycled through specific donation and collection programs. Reused clothing is thrifted and
goes to people in need. The items that are recycled are made into fiber for new products like carpet
padding, home insulation, and raw material for the automotive industry. By participating in textiles
recovery and recycling you’re helping to save natural resources, reduce greenhouse gases, prevent
pollution, and reduce waste from entering landfills where it has no value. It’s also a way to help keep
recycling facilities running smoothly and extend the life of valuable materials! Visit
http://ontariocountyrecycles.org/160/Textiles for more information and to find reuse and recycling
locations near you.


As a reminder – there is a permanent St. Pauly textile collection box at our Hopewell campus by
the old Vehicle Maintenance building, to the right of the driveway that leads to the Jail.

Youth Bureau

Caption: SEY Task Force core team members, along with County District Attorney James Ritts and County Sheriff
Kevin Henderson celebrated the official kick off of their #Stamp It Out campaign to raise community awareness about
the sexual exploitation of youth. Core team members, left to right, Melanie Ulrich, Penny Cronk, DA Ritts, Sheriff
Henderson, Marsha Foote, Jennifer Brownwell, Cassie Webster, Janine Phillips, Tara Peacock, and Stefanie Swejbka.

On April 3, Ontario County’s Sexually Exploited Youth (SEY) Task Force held a news conference to formally
kick off the #StampItOut community campaign aimed at raising awareness about the commercial sexual
exploitation of children in Ontario County. Several community leaders and members of the media
attended the event where the SEY team also unveiled a new smartphone app designed to help protect
youth from commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking. The SEY Task Force includes 30 community
organizations, all of which represent frontline professionals who work with youth in Ontario County. The
group has been working over the past 15 months, first to train individuals in the community who work
with youth on how to recognize and respond to signs of juvenile sexual exploitation. More than 300
individuals have completed the training program. Joining Task Force members for the announcement were
speakers Supervisor Dan Marshall, chair of the Health and Human Services Committee; Trina Newton,
Superintendent of Geneva Schools, and Ontario County Sheriff Kevin Henderson.

Workforce Development
Two Workforce Development Counselors presented to the School Counseling Department at Victor Schools
on 12/10/18 and discussed resources and programs available through Workforce Development. The Victor
High School BOOST program requested the Basic Job Search lesson be delivered 3/25/19 and 3/26/19 and
was presented 8 times over two days to approximately 50 students. The lesson was written specifically
targeting the youth population and covered all the basic components of the job search process and each
student received a packet of handouts for future reference. Feedback from both students and faculty has
been positive and the classroom teachers showed interest in having lessons on other employment related
topics delivered in the future. Workforce Development is actively seeking ways to bridge the gap between
youth and the world of work and the lessons available for schools are a great way to begin developing
employment related skills that will ease their transition from school to employment.
P-TECH is a public education model focused on college attainment and career readiness. P-TECH schools
span grades 9-14 and enable students to earn both a high school diploma and a no-cost, two-year
postsecondary degree in a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) field. Wayne Finger Lakes
PTECH is currently renting space at Midlakes Middle School. A Workforce Development Counselor met
with Juniors from PTECH on Tuesday, March 26 during their lunch period to present Interviewing Tips. The
students also learned what services are provided at Workforce Development and our weekly job leads
publication was handed out. The presentation will help the students prepare for upcoming mock interviews
as well as planning ahead for summer/future jobs.

Ontario County Workforce Development was recently lauded by a local business for their part in the
success of a job fair. Most of the individuals attending the job fair were referred by Workforce Staff and
the business was able to hire approximately 20 people as a result. Nice job Workforce Development
Staff!
For several years, a collaborative effort between schools, agricultural businesses and members of Finger
Lakes Works have put together a Food and Agricultural Career Event, often referred to as Ag.
Day. “Where Your Food Comes From!” is this year’s event which will be held on Wednesday, April 24,
2019 at various locations including the FLCC Viticulture and Wine Technology Center, Cornell Agritech and
a local Farm. Youth from a number of area schools will have an opportunity to learn about career
opportunities in agriculture and food technology.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
One of our Core Behaviors is “Advocate for the needs of the most vulnerable in our community”.
Many County employees volunteer in support of this Core Behavior.
Tracy Shaw has a son that is in High School Band and Marching Band. All her spare time is spent
coordinating huge fundraisers as well as uniform clean up, costumes, concessions, and just keeping
parents and kids organized.
On May 5, Heidi and Skip Guerrie along with Sue and Brian Young will be volunteering at the Ronald
McDonald House preparing dinner for the guests that will be staying there. For over 29 years, the Ronald
McDonald House Charities has worked to help families find a close, comfortable and affordable place to
stay while their child receives the medical care they need. To keep their costs down they accept donations
of personal care items, such as hotel size bottles of shampoo, cream rinse, body wash, toothpaste and
toothbrushes. Gift cards for Wegmans or Walmart are also a great idea. Please consider dropping off any
of these items to donate prior to May 5 th and they will take everything with them on behalf of Ontario
County. There will be a collection box both at Brian’s office at 20 Ontario Street as well as the Probation
Department. Thank you for your support.

SEE WHAT’S NEW WITH OUR TEAM AGENCIES
Cornell Cooperative Extension
The deadline to purchase Youth Strong Gala Dinner tickets is April 19! The Gala Dinner will be held on
May 3 at 4-H Camp Bristol Hills and will honor several camp Superheroes. Senator Pam Helming, Senator
Rich Funke, Canandaigua and Red Jacket Rotary groups, along with FLCC Culinary Program with NY
Kitchen will be in attendance. The formal dinner will be catered by FLCC ‘s Culinary program. To reserve
a table or a ticket, contact Erin VanDamme, 585-394-3977 x 410 or etv7@cornell.edu and for more
information: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/4-h-camp-bristol-hills-19227675119
Check our website www.cceontario.org for
these upcoming programs:



Fairie Gardens and Gnome Homes | April
25, 2019 | 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm



Introduction to Mushroom Cultivation |
April 30, 2019 | 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm

Strategic Workforce Approaches Symposium. Retention. Attraction. Workforce. People. The dairy
industry has consistently shared that these factors need to be improved. Our Cornell Dairy team is hosting
a Strategic Workforce Approaches Symposium on Wednesday, May 22. Featured speakers will include the
Manufacturers Association of Central New York; Bruce Krupke, Executive Vice President of Northeast Dairy
Foods Association; Dr. Richard Stup, Agriculture Workforce Specialist of Cornell University; and an
industry panel, "Navigating Employee Interaction Strategies." Cost: $50 registration fee. Registration and
fees must be received by Tuesday, May 14. The course is limited to the first 40 registrants. Register at
https://dairyextension.foodscience.cornell.edu/content/052219-strategic-workforce-approaches/.

The Ontario County 4-H Tractor and Farm Safety course for 2019 wrapped up with the driving test on
March 30 at Monroe Tractor in Canandaigua. All 15 area youth that participated passed the course. The
National Safe Tractor and Machinery Operation Program enables young workers (ages 14-15) to obtain a
US Department of Labor Certificate of Training which is required to operate farm tractors and equipment
on farms that are not family owned. Students learn important safety skills and gain an advantage when
seeking employment at a lawn or landscaping business, golf course or farm.

Finger Lakes Visitors Connection
We’re always busy working hard behind-the-scenes to share
the diversity of all there is to do for visitors, and locals,
while in Ontario County. One great recent media win was
through Health.com, with the article I Tried Snow-Ga and
Don’t Ever Want to Go Back to Regular Yoga. This article
was not only shared on Health.com, but also to its 461,000
Instagram followers on Instagram Stories. That’s a large
audience that’s already excited for next winter.

Boy oh boy, we’ve been producing a lot of content recently! If you haven’t visited our Insider Diaries
lately, go there now! You’ll find fun, engaging and useful content in a wide range of topics. From things to
do in the spring, the best spots for Easter brunch, and a special piece for all the Game of Thrones fans out
there, Tyrion’s Wine Trail guide! Although our content is produced with visitors in mind, it’s just as
relevant for our locals. And don’t forget to sign up for our newsletter, to stay current on all the great
things to do in Ontario County.

Historical Society
The Historical Society had a successful History Day competition on March 15. Competing for the
opportunity to advance to the statewide competition in Cooperstown, 47 middle school students
participated in the event. Entries ranged from research papers to table top exhibits and included digital
documentaries and web sites. Judges from across Ontario County reviewed the entries and made their
decisions based on quality and academic precision. Local awards were funded by the community and
included gift cards and the famous, “I Am History Tee Shirt” in work-out gray. Extra tees are available to
the public - while supplies last - for a donation of $10 each + shipping (if needed). Please specify size. All
donations will go to offset our History Day event costs.

The latest issue of CHRONICLES, the quarterly newsletter of the Historical Society is available in digital
format at no cost to county employees. This issue features an article on Charles Dickens Wader, the
famous landscaper. Please e-mail request to newsfromochs@gmail.com
We are happy to announce the latest exhibit by the Ontario County Arts Council, “The Fantasy of
Flight”. Stop in and see every aspect of flight you can dream of in 2 and 3 dimensional pieces. Airplanes
are buzzing around the gallery, metal birds made of scrap, and more! It is one of our exhibitions offered
to the public in cooperation with our friends on art. Exhibit runs through June 14. Thanks to the
generosity of our public partners, including Ontario County, admission is free.

Ontario County Humane Society
Are you considering adopting a pet? Ellie and Momma Cat are available for adoption.
www.ontariocountyhumanesociety.org
ELLIE is a very energetic and playful 2 year old
mixed breed that is open to being friends with
other pets.

MOMMA CAT is an independent and frisky 3 year
old neutered female who looks for attention on
her terms.

Soil & Water Conservation District
NYS DEC Endorsed 4 Hour Erosion & Sediment Control Training
Ontario County SWCD is holding a 4 Hour Course on May 2 at the Victor Town Hall. The cost is $100 per
person and pre-registration is required. Please go to www.ontswcd.com for more information.
Woodlot Management Planning Workshop
On Saturday, April 27 from 10:30 am until 3:00pm, there will be a Woodlot Management Planning
Workshop, hosted by NY Master Forest Owner Program with speakers from Ontario County SWCD,
NYSDEC, and Finger Lakes Prism. The event is free and will start at the Naples Library and end with a
woods walk at Camp Cutler. For more information, please go to www.ontswcd.com

If you would like additional information on any of the key events, please feel free to contact my office or
the appropriate department head.
Sincerely,
Mary A. Krause
County Administrator
/ca

