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Employee Safety & Wellness
Recordable Injury / Illness
Municipality
Ontario County
Sheriff’s Office
Cities
Towns & Villages
FLCC
Fishers Fire District
Soil & Water District
Volunteers
TOTAL

1/1/2020 –
8/4/2020
3
6
6
4
1
1
0
11
32

1/1/2019–
8/4/2019
6
10
11
11
1
1
0
4
44

2019
Year End
8
13
12
22
3
3
0
8
69

The County has had 9 recordable injuries so far
this year vs. 16 this time last year. All
participants have had 32 recordable injuries
this year vs. 44 last year. In terms of total
injuries year to date, the County has reported
25 injuries so far vs. 43 in 2019. Total injuries
reported this year by all participants was 79 vs.
110 for 2019. Good job by all involved.
Sherman Manchester, Safety Coordinator

County Administrator
Tuesday, August 18, was the 100th anniversary of the
passage of the 19th Amendment and the perfect day
for the street between the County Courthouse and
the Municipal Building (formerly known as Court
Street) to be renamed Susan B Anthony Lane in
commemoration of her significant contributions to
women’s suffrage. The street sign unveiling, and
dedication ceremony took place at Noon at the
corner of Ontario Street and Susan B Anthony Lane.
Speakers at the event (pictured to the left in no
particular order) were Kristina Karle, Ontario County
Judge, Dr. Lucile Reid-Mallard, President of the
Geneva Branch NAACP, Jacqueline Sisson,
Canandaigua City Court Judge, Pam Helming, New
York State Senator, Victoria Brzustowicz from the Susan B. Anthony Museum & House, Sharon Stiller, Esq.,
National Women’s Hall of Fame, Holly Adams, Esq., County Attorney, Ellen Polimeni, former Mayor and Wilma
Townsend, Curator of the Ontario County Historical Society. Due to limited attendance, the event was live

streamed by Finger Lakes Television to allow a broader audience. This was a collaborative effort between
Ontario County, the City of Canandaigua and the Ontario County Courts. Thank you to Jeanna Savage from
Judge Doran’s Office for all the time and effort she put into organizing this special event.

County Treasurer
The 2020 United Way campaign was a success. We exceeded last year’s total! Thank you to our County
employees who donated this year. Your contributions will make a big difference in our community.

Human Resources
The monthly award winner for the Ontario County Upward Drawing is Judy Manntai from Finance. She was
recognized for demonstrating the Core Behavior of “working together to achieve our best results” because of
her help in tracking the earned emergency annual leave for every employee.
Thank you to all the recipients and nominators. Please continue to send in copies of the notes for the monthly
drawing. If you need another Ontario County Upward notepad, please contact Emily Marshall in Human
Resources.

Information Services
We are excited to announce our refreshed County website is now live. The new site benefits from several
feature improvements and a fresh new look and feel. The site also brings significant improvements to its
usability when viewed on smart phones and tablets. Check it out when you get a chance!
https://www.co.ontario.ny.us
Also coming very soon – an all new and improved Ontario County mobile device app that will be a free download
from the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.

Office of Sheriff
Three Ontario County Correction Officers completed Basic
School and attended the Livingston County Sheriff’s Office
2020 Peace Officer Academy Graduation July 30th. Sheriff
Henderson, Chief Correction Officer Smith and Lieutenant
Dietschler were also in attendance at the graduation.
Officers Amanda Streeter, Kelsey Kramberg and Michael
Francis completed a total of 247 hours of training on a
variety of training topics. In addition, they completed 40
hours of Defensive Tactics and 48 hours of Firearms training.
An honorable mention goes out to Officer Streeter who
earned the Top Academic scores out of a class of twenty
recruits.

Ontario County Court is working towards getting back to opening, but with precautions in place to insure no
issues with the spread of COVID-19. We have security staff ensuring the safety of the public and County
employees working at the DMV. Soon, the Office of Sheriff will be providing Court Security for the City of Geneva
as well.
Visitation for the inmates at the Ontario County Jail have been reinstated, but with precautionary measures to
ensure the safety of the inmates and the public. Along with this, programs are being conducted, medical
2

transports as needed and court transports on a limited basis. We are working towards returning to some sort
of normalcy, but it will take time as we follow protocols to insure everyone’s safety is considered.
Do the Right Thing recipient Brendan Laity (pictured below) from Marcus Whitman Central School District was
recognized for his support to his school and community on July 24 at a small ceremony with Sheriff Henderson,
his parents, brother and grandmother.

Do the Right Thing recipient Joshua Newton (pictured below with the plaque) from the Midlakes School District
was recognized for his response to his school bus driver experiencing a medical emergency during their route.
Joshua made his way to the front of the bus with a few other students, where he told the driver to pull the bus
over, and then got on the radio and relayed important information to the dispatcher regarding the bus location,
number of students on board, and the condition of the driver. He turned bus lights off, as not to impede traffic,
turned inside lights on to aid EMS, and assisted in getting students transferred to another bus. Joshua handled
himself in such a professional manner that it was asked who the adult was in the bus on the radio. Well done
and thank you to Joshua for how he handled himself in this emergency.

3

Planning
As many of you already know, response to the 2020 Census has tracked far behind the Census Bureau’s
expectations nationwide, and that is also true locally. At the same time, funding and data delivery deadlines
have caused the Census Bureau to announce that both the self-enumeration period AND their field canvasing
efforts (where Census enumerators knock on doors where they have gotten no census response) will now end
on September 30, 2020 (not October 31, 2020)! According to the Census Bureau, each person enumerated in
the Census represents about $28,000 in funding that comes to the state and local governments! When people
are not counted, those federal funds are lost, and state and local taxes end up being raised to make up for the
shortfall! It is thus vitally important that we get as complete participation as possible.
As of August 10, here is the percent of households in each municipality that have responded to the Census:

Response rates for the County (as a whole) are down from 2010 when 70.1% of households responded. The
change in response rates by municipality is depicted below. You will notice that only 1 municipality, the Village
of Rushville, has improved its response rate in 2020 over 2010, and that is mostly because their 2010 response
rate was quite low.
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Together, these maps and similar maps tracking response rates by Census Tracts help us determine where we
need to step up efforts encouraging participation in the Census! What the data tells us is:
1. Historically, municipalities and Census Tracts with lake frontage contain several second, seasonal,
and vacation homes and often have a low response rate. We are targeting mailings to the owners of
those properties to complete the Census even if they will report zero residents at those properties
as of April 1, 2020 (the official Census enumeration day).
2. Areas where a significant number of residents use a PO Box for their home mail delivery are an
issue. The local Post Offices of Gorham, Hall, Seneca Castle, Oaks Corners, Fishers, Manchester, Port
Gibson, East Bloomfield, West Bloomfield, and Ionia do not offer home delivery (PO Boxes only) and
about 1,500 residential properties utilize a PO address for the address their tax bills are sent to. The
Census Bureau does not provide mailings to PO Boxes and has done only limited field distribution in
Fishers, Seneca Castle, and Ionia areas. County Planning is doing a direct mailer to all these
addresses.
3. Historically, response rates are lower in low poverty areas, areas with significant multifamily housing
(apartments), and areas with significant minority ethnic populations. The Cities of Geneva and
Canandaigua and the Town of Geneva (north of the city) are areas where additional outreach is
targeted. The City of Canandaigua and the Business Improvement District (BID) are considering going
door to door with materials the County supplies targeting these areas.
4. Response rates from residents of mobile home parks is historically low. The Planning Department
has contacted the owners of most of these parks and promotional materials have been distributed
to over 1,000 households to date.
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5. College students living off campus while attending both Hobart & William Smith Colleges and FLCC
have very low response rates. This is evident in the low response rates for the southernmost Census
tract in the City of Geneva and the significant drop off in response rates in the Town of Hopewell
(down over 30% from 2010!). We are targeting those students and working with both colleges to
encourage their response.
6. Some agricultural areas with significant Mennonite and/or migrant agricultural worker populations
have very low response rates. We will be stepping up outreach to the Mennonite community, ag
owners, and ag workers through a partnership with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ontario County.
7. Response from the handicapped living independently (not in group quarters) is low. We will be
partnering with Ontario County ARC to provide support to those individuals.
There will also be significant effort put into promoting Census participation among the general population
through a variety of media outlets. With that being said, we are always fishing for new ideas and partners to
encourage participation. We are looking to make presentations at your local board meetings and as many civic
organizations (including houses of worship) as possible through the end of September either in person or via
video conference. If you have an opportunity for us to speak or have any other ideas, please contact the
Planning Department at (585) 396-4455.

Public Health

Records and Archives (RAIMS)
The NYS Archives has announced a change in the retention schedules that will consolidate the County’s, Town’s,
and School’s individual schedules into one comprehensive schedule. The new schedule is now available and staff
at RAIMS will be contacting departments to notify them if there has been any changes or revisions particular to
their records. We have until the end of this year to adopt by resolution this new schedule, until then the CO2
schedule can still be used. Please contact RAIMS if you have any questions.
County Historian, Dr. Preston Pierce has applied for an historical marker to the William B. Pomeroy Foundation.
The foundation is funding a series of markers related to suffrage events. The marker will commemorate the
1873 Susan B. Anthony trial. The trial of Susan B. Anthony, June 17-18, 1873, in the US Circuit Court meeting in
the Ontario County Courthouse, was a landmark event in the campaign for woman suffrage. Anthony, the
president of the National Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA), joined fourteen other women across the US in
testing the applicability of the Fourteenth Amendment to the right of women to vote. After voting in Rochester
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on November 5, 1872, Anthony was arrested by a US Marshall and prosecuted by the federal district attorney
for violating a federal statute that enforced state voting laws. New York allowed only men to vote; thus, Anthony
had voted illegally. Anthony’s trial venue was changed from Monroe County to Ontario County because the
federal district attorney felt the Monroe County jury pool had been compromised by suffrage supporters’
speeches. The US government shared a court room in the Ontario County Courthouse. The marker will be placed
near the steps of the Court House. This is a timely effort because the Board of Supervisors voted to rename
Court Street, a small road behind the Courthouse to Susan B. Anthony Lane in her honor.

Social Services
•

Housing and homelessness continue to be challenging issues. DSS has spent $907,000 so far this year in
emergency housing. Although there is currently a moratorium on evictions, as that and other COVIDrelated supports end, we expect a substantial rise in evictions and homelessness resulting from the
recent economic downturn. Local Departments of Social Services have been designated the recipients
of the recent CARES Act Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG CV) funding. This funding is intended to address
the housing needs that have arisen as the result of COVID-19. Through ESG CV, HUD has allocated funds
for street outreach, shelter, rapid re-housing and eviction prevention activities. Ontario County’s initial
allocation of $464,000 requires a collaborative plan that includes Public Health, Emergency Management
and the HUD Continuum of Care, as well as local agencies that serve families and individuals experiencing
homelessness, and those at risk of losing their housing. A second allocation is expected that will build on
the plan developed during Phase 1.

•

The Department has implemented a remote work arrangement with 64 employees working remotely at
least one day each week. Not all DSS systems and programs lend themselves to remote work, so the
participation varies by team. All employees are required to be in the office at least 2 days per week as
we assess effectiveness and productivity and work out issues like training and collaboration.

•

Kudos to IS! The advent and proliferation of virtual meetings has made it clear that the Wi-Fi in the
Human Services Building and the Geneva Office needs attention. Information Services has done the
assessment and ordered the necessary equipment to upgrade the system. This will pave the way for
virtual staff meetings, flexible workspaces and video language interpretation.

Sustainability & Solid Waste
Management
E-Waste (Electronic Waste) Collection Event was
Saturday, August 1, 2020, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm, at Bristol
Highway Facility, 6740 County Road 32, Canandaigua,
NY. The maximum number was 500 for this event.
Once the maximum was registered, 28 people were
registered for the October 17, E-Waste Event. The
statistics for this event: 505 registered, 57 no shows,
and 6 unregistered for total of 454 that participated. EWaste in Victor filled 2 semis and a box truck. There
were over 50% CRTs taken in that day. It was a
successful event.
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This past Saturday the County had its second Residential Tire Recycling Event at the Town of Naples transfer
station. About 500 tires were collected and hauled for recycling at the Seneca Meadows Tire Recycling Facility.
Huge thank you to OC Soil & Water for administering the event, Town of Naples for hosting and the highway
facility crew from South Bristol for providing staff to help unload and stack tires. We had a successful event
because of you!
Household Hazardous Waste Collection is scheduled for Saturday, September 12, 2020, 7:00 am – 3:00 pm at
the Farmington Highway Department, 985 Hook Road, Farmington. Registration opens on August 17, by calling
Cornell Cooperative Extension at 585-394-3977 x 427. The maximum number for this event is 700. All people
will be requested to print their name and registration time on an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper, so it can be read
through the driver’s window to comply with social distancing. The list of acceptable items can be found at
www.OntarioCountyRecycles.org or www.cceontario.org

Youth Bureau
As adults, we have an enormous
responsibility to our youth.
Our
responsibility is to pass on to them our
knowledge, wisdom, expertise, stories and
skills. Sometimes what we offer is met with
resistance and other times it is
acknowledged, absorbed and put into
practice. What we offer is not always met
with open arms because of the everpresent gap between youth and adulthood.
It is in that gap that we must face the
challenges of miscommunication, different
views, and unshakeable opinions. It is in
that gap that we are asked to remain
consistent and patient with our youth. It is
in that gap that we are most needed, and
most pushed away.
Let us not forget some of the obstacles that
may face our youth especially during this
pandemic.
Ontario County Youth Bureau believes in
working with our youth in a positive way so
that they can take ownership of their
destiny in life. We live in a county that
believes the same!
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SEE WHAT’S NEW WITH OUR TEAM AGENCIES
Cornell Cooperative Extension
The Ontario County 4-H Tractor and Farm Safety Course for 2020 has wrapped up with the driving test held at
Land Pro Equipment in Hall, NY. The 20 participants passed the written and driving course. The eight-week
course started with an interactive presentation by the Agricultural Safety Specialist with The New York Center
for Agricultural Medicine and Health (NYCAMH), Bassett Healthcare Network in Cooperstown New York. Other
presentations included: equipment safety -held at Monroe Tractor; electrical safety, tractor safety and personal
safety protection equipment; and a large animal veterinarian covered the importance of safety around large
animals. Also, the Bristol Valley Fire Department and the Rope and Rescue crew demonstrated their new Grain
Bin Rescue equipment. Practice driving session was held at American Equipment. Canandaigua Emergency
Squad presented the hands-on session on “Stop the Bleed”. Youth ages 14 and 15 who complete this program
are certified to be employed on farms that are not owned by immediate family members. This year, youth are
anticipating jobs on dairy, beef, horse, vegetable, and maple sugar farms. For more information about this and
other 4-H agriculture programs in Ontario County, contact Amy Morrisey at Ontario County Cooperative
Extension at 585-394-3977 x 429.
Cornell College of Agriculture and Life Sciences is presenting a Virtual Cornell Hemp Research Team Field Day,
August 20, 2020, 9:00 am – 12:00 Noon. Since they are unable to hold an in-person field day this year due to
COVID-19 safety restrictions, it will be on Zoom. Hemp growers, processors, and crop management advisors are
encouraged to attend. The event is split into three sessions: Hemp Genetics; Crop Management; and Supply
Chain and Regulatory Updates. Click here for Full Agenda Pre-registration required: Click here to register After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ontario County is your resource for gardening information throughout the
year. You will find helpful growing and pest management information that will provide you the knowledge to be
successful in growing your own fruits and vegetables this year. Just log onto our website
www.cceontario.org and click on gardening. You will find cultural practices to build a healthy soil, insect and
disease fact sheets, garden and lawn videos and so much more. Our gardening services include soil testing; plant
and insect ID; and plant disease and diagnostics. Email our Homes and Grounds Educator, Russ Welser at
rw43@cornell.edu with any of your gardening questions.

Finger Lakes Visitors Connection
If you saw us running around the County last week, it is because we are currently involved a large-scale video
shoot! We are making a brand-new promotional video that will be coming to the small screen near you later
this fall. Thank you to all our friends and partners who modeled for us and let us commandeer corners of your
business – we appreciate you!
Trip Advisor named its 2020 Traveler’s Choice Winners, awarded to the top 10% of restaurants worldwide, and
our very own Simply Crepes and Kindred Fare made the list! Every month, 456 million people – about one in
every 16 people on earth – visit some tentacle of TripAdvisor.com to plan or assess a trip, which positions our
restaurant scene, county and region in a very credible and positive light. Congratulations!
Have you been on our website recently? We revamped our homepage to answer the questions we have been
receiving for visitors and put them in one convenient space. Finger Lakes Now is crafted for our visitors and
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locals, while #VisitConfidently is guidance for our tourism industry. As always, if you do need more signage or
PPE from our #VisitConfidently Resource Center, please let Julie in our office know.

Humane Society
The Ontario County Humane Society remains busy with hot dogs (please leave them home while you shop!),
animal bite cases as well as rabies submissions-this is a busy time of year for bats so be aware that they will be
out and about.
We cannot thank people enough for all their support with our virtual dog walk and calendar contest! We have
several great pics that will be headed to our first calendar! The calendars will be available at our upcoming open
house in October so save the first Sunday in October to stop by the Shelter, see some animals and buy the first
ever calendar showcasing the pets living in the Finger Lakes!!

Soil & Water Conservation District
Reed Road Stream Stabilization
Two grade control structures were installed within a drainage near Reed Road in the Town of Geneva. By
stabilizing the head cut, this project will reduce erosion and sediment loss from the drainage area that turns
into a stream running to Seneca Lake. It will also reduce the amount of nutrients and sediment entering the
lake. Ontario County SWCD staff oversaw the design, construction and implementation of the project. Thank
you to the Ontario County Highway Department for the installation of this project!
Before

After

Virtual Rain Barrel Workshop
Wednesday, August 19 from 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Cost: $40 (includes ready to install barrel)
To register, please call Alaina Robarge at 585-396-1450 or email
alaina.robarge@ontswcd.com.
Mailing Address: 480 North Main St. Canandaigua, NY 14424
Please make checks payable to Ontario County SWCD.
Click here for more information.
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The Partnership for Ontario County
EPIC Zone is hosting a back to school fair to help EPIC Zone
members and 2 of their friends prepare for school. Along with free
supplies and services, we will be having some fun activities and
chances to win gift cards to help with other back to school
needs. We thank the Geneva Kiwanis for their donation toward
this event.

Ontario County Youth Court is having a T-shirt fundraiser! T-shirts were designed by our very own members
and staff. Proceeds will go to members to provide them with additional opportunities.
Our T-shirt fundraiser link: https://www.bonfire.com/store/ontario-county-youthcourt/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=store_page_share&store=ontario-county-youthcourt&utm_content=default&fbclid=IwAR3OmFZo0m8Oq1rydgPx8cGA7waOx0qj8NOWoRRSjauKBdxsc1_fysslFM
Ontario County Youth Court now has more ways to contact us! We kindly ask that you only use the following
contact methods as we will no longer be taking calls or messages via non-business contact methods:
You can reach us by text message at 585-440-6962. This number will reach any staff member so we can get back
to you promptly. Please note this is only a text number and cannot receive calls.
We are now in the office part time and you can reach us by phone at 585-396-4519. Please leave a message if
there is no answer and we will get back to you. If you need to reach Emily Henderson please call 585-420-8580.
Please note this number cannot receive text messages.
You can reach staff on their business email or our new email address.
• To reach Tina Rossmann please email tina@ontariocountyyouthcourt.org
• To reach Emily Henderson please email emily@ontariocountyyouthcourt.org
• To reach any staff member or for general questions please email info@ontariocountyyouthcourt.org
You can always reach us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. We would love to hear from you on our social
media accounts!
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If you would like additional information on any of the key events, please feel free to contact my office or the
appropriate department head.
Sincerely,
Brian Young
Interim County Administrator
/ca

12

