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Employee Safety & Wellness
Recordable Injury / Illness
Municipality
Ontario County
Sheriff’s Office
Cities
Towns & Villages
FLCC
Fishers Fire District
Victor Fire District
Soil & Water District
Volunteers
TOTAL

1/1/2020 –
10/27/2020
4
7
8
8
1
3
0
0
14
45

1/1/2019–
10/27/2019
7
13
12
18
2
2
0
0
6
60

2019
Year End
8
13
12
22
3
3
0
0
8
69

Safety Tips from Sherman
The leaves changing color brings a clear sign seasons are changing. We know to expect colder, wetter weather
and some hazards we haven’t dealt with in a while. This change also brings an increased risk in slip and fall
injuries. Slip, trip and fall injuries account for almost 20% of all injuries and is our most common injury
cause. Slip, trip and fall injuries have caused sprains, strains and fractures. The body parts we often injure in
these events include our heads, hands, arms, elbows, shoulders, knees and backs.
Please take a moment to review the tips below as they may help to avoid a slip, trip or fall. Let me know if you
see a tip I missed, and you’d like to see me add to the list.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be aware of what is going on around you. Don’t be complacent.
Keep floors dry and pathways clear as much as possible.
Be alert for signs indicating a wet floor.
Wear appropriate footwear for the weather.
Take your time. Walk like a penguin (e.g. take small steps) when encountering icy/wet areas!!!
Pay attention to stairs and/or entryways.
Be aware of your surroundings when entering or exiting your vehicle or walking between parked
vehicles.

•
•
•
•
•

Always have at least one hand free. This might mean you carry a little less and make an extra trip.
If you find an icy area, report it to Buildings and Grounds immediately.
Watch out for one another. Offer assistance to someone who may need help.
Use extra caution in poor light conditions.
Allow time to get where you need to go. Don’t be in a hurry.

Board of Elections
12,837 absentee ballots were mailed and 10,011 were returned. There were 15,263 early voters. In total, 58,152
Ontario County residents voted either by mail or in person. That’s 77% of our registered voters. Thank you to
the numerous County employees who helped the Board of Elections staff. It was a team effort!

Board of Supervisors
The Pike Company, QPK Architects, Public Works and Planning Department project managers responsible for
the 74 Ontario Street renovation project were recognized at the October 22 Board meeting. Also, a huge thank
you to our County’s Carpenter, Eric Marcano, who built the desks for the Board of Supervisors meeting room.

County Administrator
Four Police Reform & Reinvention Public Forums were convened at the end of October and early November to
seek public input on behalf of the Ontario County Office of Sheriff regarding the Governor’s Executive Order
203. That order requires each locality and police department to put together a plan for reform by April 1, 2021.
In addition, a survey has been developed by the collaborative that will continue to seek input. So far,
approximately 200 residents completed the online survey. It is still available until November 15 at:
https://www.co.ontario.ny.us/FormCenter/Sheriff-5/Police-Reform-and-Reimagination-Directiv-155
Special thanks to the Phelps Community Center, Bloomfield Central School and Finger Lakes Community College
for allowing us to host the event at their facilities and the technology support that was provided. Also thanks
to Dr. Sim Covington, Chief Diversity Officer at FLCC, for facilitating the forums.
This year brought new challenges for the Board of Elections with the COVID pandemic besides the fact it was a
Presidential election year and they moved into their new space. We are happy to report that early voting, the
absentee ballots that were sent out and received back and Election Day voting went very well. Many thanks to
the Board of Elections Commissioners and staff, the Office of Sheriff, Information Technology and the many
volunteers that went over and helped out!
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Shared Services Update: We have been informed by the New York State Department of State that we must
conduct two panel meetings and decide and vote to either update the 2020 plan or not approve a plan for next
year. Therefore on November 18 at 4pm there will be a Shared Services Panel meeting via Webex to discuss
options for the 2021 plan.

District Attorney
On November 2, The District Attorney’s Office participated in the first Ontario County Court Jury Trial held since
the New York State Unified Court System reopened. Jury Trials in Ontario County were put on hold in March
2020 due to the pandemic. To keep the residents of Ontario County safe, the District Attorney’s Office worked
with the Ontario County Court Clerk’s Office and members of the Defense Bar to come up with a Return to Trials
Plan. Some of the items included in the plan are physical rearrangement of the Courtroom and Jury Room,
guidance for safely socially distancing while in the Courtroom, and extended time with smaller groupings of
potential jurors during the Voir dire process.

Economic Development
The Ontario County Economic Development Corp. approved a loan to Gizmo Products to assist the company
with the purchase and renovation of a building at 3 N. Newark St. in Phelps. Gizmo designs, manufactures, and
sells liquid leveling and control devices for military, petroleum, electroplating, epoxy, chemical, and water
treatment industries. In return for a low interest loan, Gizmo will retain 7 jobs and create 4 new jobs.

Emergency Management
The Emergency Management Office provided Fire Extinguisher Training at Wayne Finger Lakes BOCES on
Tuesday October 27 and Wednesday October 28. Students from various classes over the two days participated
in Live Fire Extinguisher Training. This is the second year the Emergency Management Office has provided this
training.

RACES (Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service): Twenty members of the Ontario and Wayne Counties RACES
groups participated in the 44th annual Pumpkin Patrol across New York State. Coordinated by New York State
Police on October 30 and 31 by positioning on 8 bridges that cross the Thruway in Ontario County. Their
presence was to deter vandalism from 8pm to midnight during the Halloween time period. Net operations on
Friday were directed by an operator at his home station in Farmington and from the Ontario County Emergency
Management Office RACES station on Saturday. There were no incidents during the operation.
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Mental Health
The Mental Health Department has a new Deputy Director of Community Services. Peter Guarino, LCSW-R was
appointed to Deputy in September 2020. Mr. Guarino previously served as a supervising social worker at the
Mental Health Center and has been a member of the clinic management team since January 2017. In this new
role, Mr. Guarino will assist the director with the management, development, coordination, and supervision of
all aspects of the Ontario County Mental Health Clinic as well as serve as a key member of the community
services leadership team!
The Mental Health Clinic is continuing to provide outpatient mental health services to the community, with
safety precautions in place and using a hybrid model of care including telephonic or telehealth service options.

Office for the Aging
ANNUAL GIFT GIVING TREE:

Each year the Ontario County Office for the Aging has decorated a holiday tree in our
lobby with ornaments containing the wishes of our community seniors in need. This
program provides the opportunity for individuals or groups to purchase a gift for an older
adult who may otherwise receive little during the holiday season. This year, in light of
COVID-19 precautions, our tree has gone virtual! Participating in our new online giving
is easy. You can go to Ontario County’s website or Ontario County‘s Facebook page for
instructions. Gifts that are frequently requested are slippers, blankets, sheet sets, socks,
towels, pillows, comforters, chocolates, cookies, stamps, gift cards and pet treats. Once a gift is purchased,
please wrap it and affix the ornament to the outside of the package. Gifts must be returned to the Office for
the Aging by December 9, 2020 to ensure delivery by the holidays. If you are unable to go virtual, please call
Tammy at 585-396-4046 for assistance.
Melissa Hocutt was presented a donation from the Jaguar Club of Central NY for our Meals on Wheels program.
We were hoping for a Jaguar but were thrilled with the $650 donation.
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Office of Sheriff
Congratulations to Communications Officer Chris Tiffany who
received the Communications Officer of the Year award from the 7th
District American Legion in Caledonia on October 14. Officer Tiffany
was the first Communication’s Officer to receive this award in New
York State.

October 24 was the annual DEA Unwanted Medication Take
Back event held at Wegmans Canandaigua. Over 324 vehicles
dropped off 870 lbs of unwanted medication. Thank you to
all of our partners and volunteers, including former Sheriff
Phil Povero, who made this cold and rainy-day event a
success!

Public Health
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Public Works
The County, along with traffic safety specialists and emergency responders, held a ribbon cutting ceremony on
Friday, October 16 to mark the completion of the County’s fifth modern roundabout at the County Road 28 &
Shortsville Road intersection in the Town of Farmington.
The County Road 39 Rehabilitation Project in the Town of East Bloomfield is complete and open to traffic. The
project was scheduled to be completed over two (2) construction seasons but the contractor Ramsey
Constructors from Lakeville, NY completed the project in a single construction season.
The Lakeshore Drive (CR 50) & Moran Road (CR10) sidewalk project was awarded a Silver Award in Engineering
Excellence from ACEC New York. The project was a federal aided Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
sidewalk improvement project that was completed through the efforts of County Engineering Staff, C&S
Engineers, Ramsey Constructors, and NYSDOT.
Both the Office of Sheriff and Board of Elections now call 74 Ontario Street home! The “shakedown” of the
building continues as occupants get a feel of how the building system works (or doesn’t at times).

Records and Archives (RAIMS)
The new record retention schedule; the LGS-1 has been implemented in the County. The new schedule
consolidates the county’s, town’s and school’s individual schedules into one comprehensive one. Here is the
link to the general schedule: http://www.archives.nysed.gov/records/local-government-record-schedule/lgs1-title-page. A virtual workshop introducing the new schedule was presented by the New York State Archives
on October 27. There will be another workshop on Monday November 23 at 3:00pm. If you are interested in
attending, please contact Rosemary Switzer and she will send you the meeting link.

Workforce Development
Ontario County Workforce Development Counselor LeeAnn Haust assisted the Red Jacket Senior
English/Language Arts class recently. As a part of their curriculum the students have been completing resumes
and cover letters, readying themselves for an interview for an employer or college, depending on their goals
after high school. Initially, LeeAnn reviewed and provided assistance with their resumes and cover letters. She
then conducted virtual mock interviews via Zoom with the students. LeeAnn conducted one-on-one interviews
with the students, rated, and provided helpful feedback for next time success.
Mike Sykes, Senior Workforce Development Counselor presented resources and programs available through
Workforce Development during the Community Connection Series hosted virtually by FLCC last week. Labor
Market Information and specifically qualities most desired by employers were reviewed as well as tips for
demonstrating those traits on a resume.
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Youth Bureau

Our young are depending on us to set an example. Or are they setting
an example for us? Let’s keep learning from each other.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
One of our Core Behaviors is “Advocate for the needs of the most vulnerable in our community”.
Many County employees volunteer in support of this Core Behavior.

Correction Officer Jim Kikkert volunteered his time on Saturday, October 24 preparing food for the First Baptist
Church fall dinner.
Deputies Matt Calabrese, Robert Griffin, Sgt. Legg and
Stacey Legg supported the Special Olympics by
running from the Canandaigua City Line to the Geneva
City Line in the annual law enforcement torch run. This
helps raise funds to support Special Olympics.

The Office of Sheriff will again participate in the No-Shave November campaign to help raise funds for
adolescent cancer research. Deputies will be allowed to grow beards and female deputies will be allowed
to paint their nails by donating to this cause. Last year members raised over $5,000 in donations!
Do you have a volunteer experience that you are willing to share in Key Events?
Please email Cindy Abraszek at Cindy.Abraszek@ontariocountyny.gov

SEE WHAT’S NEW WITH OUR TEAM AGENCIES
Cornell Cooperative Extension
436 residents participated in the E-Waste (Electronic Waste) Collection Event on Saturday, October 17 at
Casella’s Recycling Facility in Stanley. E-Waste filled 3 trailers. There were a lot of the old big TVs. Everyone
agreed that it was a successful event.
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Figures are in for the 4 recycling events held October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2020: 110 Tons of household
hazardous waste and electronic waste collected and diverted from the landfill!
On-Farm Feeder Workshop: November 13, 2020, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm at Spring Hope Farm on County Road 4,
Clifton Springs. This workshop will be conducted simultaneously in English and Spanish. At the farm feed center,
participants will learn through discussion and demonstration about evaluation and management of the bunker
silo and commodities; dry matter and sampling technique; feed quality evaluation and troubleshooting; and
safety. Cost is $25/participant. Due to COVID-19 - the following guidelines will be enforced: wear masks at all
times; maintain social distancing; maximum of 25 participants. No participants out of the Western NY area will
be allowed. Health screening will be done at the door. To register, visit NWNY Team website:
https://nwnyteam.cce.cornell.edu/events.php

Finger Lakes Community College
FLCC’s Muller Field Station will host an online presentation: “Trail Cameras in the Classroom: Research and
Education in the Finger Lakes” on Wednesday, Nov. 18, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. John Van Niel, director of the field
station and professor of environmental conservation, will share images from trail cameras and cover the basics
of how these cameras work. Professor Van Niel has been working with trail cameras for two decades and has
amassed over half a million images. Register at this link:
https://flcc.webex.com/flcc/onstage/g.php?MTID=e50c4614cf2812a344967f02aa1920d1b
FLCC’s downtown Canandaigua gallery, ArtSpace36, will host a student portfolio show and community art
auction. The show will open with a virtual reception from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19 and continue with inperson viewing through Thursday, Jan. 29. Gallery hours are Thursday through Saturday from 2 to 6 p.m.
ArtSpace36 is located at 36 S. Main St. The virtual auction will be held at 5 p.m. on Dec. 4. For more information
on auction bidding and links to the virtual events, visit artspace36.com. For questions, email
artspace36@flcc.edu.
The FLCC Visual and Performing Arts Department will present “Voices in Isolation,” an original, online
production, on Thursday, Nov. 19, at 7 p.m. The show is written and performed by members of the community,
students, alumni, current and retired faculty and staff. It contains original music, monologues, and stories
exploring the impact of quarantine and issues of racial justice. The viewing will be followed by a live talk-back
session with the show’s creative team and performers. View the show at this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxgK6YTnjVXduqFqCoB8-RA/?guided_help_flow=5

Finger Lakes Visitors Connection
Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, there are some tourism bright spots taking place in the Finger Lakes region.
Tracey Burkey, director of sales, shared these bright spots on Finger Lakes Community College's Business to
Business webinar series in late October. Burkey discussed Finger Lakes Visitors Connection's shift from pandemic
survival mode to recovery mode, including the #VisitConfidently Resource Center of PPE equipment and social
distancing signage for Ontario County's hospitality industry and other small businesses. Ontario County is poised
for recovery in part due to our rural environment. Our wide-open spaces and expansive outdoors are attractive
for those looking to leave larger cities and take in the fresh air, in addition to the development of The Central
on Main, on Main Street in Canandaigua and the opening of The Lake House as two major bright spots in recent
months. Burkey is also seeing meetings and groups look forward to 2021, also bringing more business safely to
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Ontario County. Signage and PPE equipment is still available - contact Julie at julie@visitfingerlakes.com or (585)
394-3915.

Humane Society/Happy Tails
The Ontario County Humane Society was invited to Keller Williams Realty's trunk or treat on Halloween! We
would like to thank them as all donations came to the Shelter! We would also like to thank volunteer Linda
Bruce and "Officer" Dexter for attending with Shelter Manager Faas to greet all of the ghosts and goblins while
giving out treats to our four-legged friends. The Realty group made a beautiful display board with all of the pets
currently up for adoption and we displayed our 2021 calendar, "Cutest Pets of the Fingerlakes". If anyone wishes
to purchase a calendar as a Christmas gift for the animal lovers in the family, they are just $15 each and are
available at the Shelter as well as at Lily's Consignment Shop. The other item that we have that would make a
nice gift is our Challenge Coins and they are $10 each and can be found at the Shelter as well.

Soil & Water Conservation District
AEM Strategic Plan
The Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District updated our 5-Year Agricultural Environmental
Management (AEM) Strategic Plan. The goal of this program is to promote the sustainable economic viability of
agriculture in Ontario County through informed environmental stewardship and the implementation of
conservation practices. AEM is a voluntary, farmer-led, farmer driven process, which utilizes coordination and
teamwork to efficiently and cost effectively address natural resource concerns on the farm as prioritized through
a watershed approach. Click here to read the Draft Strategic Plan that outlines the objectives and watershed
goals that the Ontario County SWCD will be focused on. For questions and comments on the draft, email us at
info@ontswcd.com or call (585)396-1450.
Climate Resilient Farming Grant Program
The Ontario County SWCD recently completed the final season of a project funded through Round 2 of
the Climate Resilient Farming (CRF) Grant Program. Through this program, the District has assisted farms in
planting cover crops on over 1,200 acres across the Canandaigua Lake, Seneca Lake, and Flint Creek Watersheds.
The project focused on keeping cover on the land over the winter months as well as summertime cover crops
on fields left fallow due to weather circumstances. Having a cover crop on a field can help reduce soil loss by up
to 2 tons per acre, per year, while also keeping valuable nutrients in place. Winter cover crops that were planted
in the program included Rye, Wheat and Triticale, and summer cover crops included Oats, Sudangrass, Teftgrass,
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and Red Clover. Many of the cover crops were harvested for forage at the end of their useful season. Planting
cover crops that double as forage provides production benefits to the farm as well as environmental benefits.

Triticale that was planted as a winter cover
crop, ready for harvest in spring.

Forage oats that were planted as a summer
cover crop, ready for harvest in the fall.

Water & Sediment Control Project
As part of an Agricultural Nonpoint Source Pollution grant, the Ontario SWCD constructed 3 water & sediment
control basins on a farm in the Town of Canandaigua. These basins were sited on the edge of the agricultural
field, with no land taken out of production. The project used small berms and the shape of the natural landscape
to store water in woodland basins, where the water is then conveyed off the cropland through an underground
outlet system. The combined 3 basin system stores 600,000 gallons of water and prevents over 20 tons of soil
lost per acre. The project worked around trees instead of removing them, and additional water storage below
the outlet level provides an important wildlife habitat value to these water quality protection projects.

BEFORE: Water run-off coming out of the
woods was severely eroding this farm field
and causing water quality issues downslope.

Placing the Water & Sediment Control Basins at the edge of
the field allows the farm to keep all acreage in production.
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The basins used a combination of berms and natural
storage to retain water. The water storage below the
outlet level can have a significant wildlife value.

If you would like additional information on any of the key events, please feel free to contact my office or the
appropriate department head.
Sincerely,
Brian Young
Interim County Administrator
/ca

11

