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Employee Safety and Wellness
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Victor Fire District
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Volunteers
Total

Pay it Forward
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Year End
7
10
10
9
2
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Sponsored by the Wellness Committee, the
challenge begins Oct 12 and ends Nov 5.
50 inspirational cards will be distributed
throughout County buildings.
If you receive a card, write your name and
department on the back and pass it on to
someone else you wish to recognize.
Submit all cards to Emily Phillips by Nov. 6.
All participants will be eligible for prizes.
Show appreciation and support of your fellow
colleagues.

Conflict Defender
Conflict Defender, Carrie Bleakley, participated as a panelist in a three-day Design Thinking Challenge with
faculty and staff at SUNY Geneseo as part of the Rural Justice Initiative. Members of the faculty and staff at
SUNY Geneseo were charged with the challenge of developing a plan to encourage newly admitted attorneys
to establish practices in smaller more rural communities in areas of public interest law. The teams devised a
fellowship program where participants would receive housing, health insurance and student loan assistance to
participate in a two-year fellowship program. The fellowship consists of practicing indigent legal defense as part
of the local assigned counsel program under the mentorship of local attorneys and alumni as well as teaching a
rural justice class at SUNY Geneseo as part of the pre-law program. Over the next year, the participants in the
challenge will continue to work with the stakeholders in implementing their plan and secure grant funding.

County Administrator
The County’s Campbell Commission continues to meet once a month. During the September 2nd meeting,
discussion took place about creating a Community Liaison/Case Manager type position to help individuals from
the jail connect with the appropriate resources upon release. Many more details still need to be worked out
before a position is created.
Brian Young has been assisting Public Health with the coordination of vaccine clinics. Pfizer 1st and 2nd dose and
booster’s, for those who qualify, are being administered to the public at the County Transportation Center.

DMV
Don’t forget your coats, blankets, hats, and gloves for our
Veteran coat drive boxes placed around the County.
We have placed one in the following areas: DMV, Public Works,
Human Resources, Information Technology, Sheriff's Department,
Geneva DSS, and Building 3010.
This drive runs through November 12th.

Economic Development
LSI SOLUTIONS was founded in 1986 by Drs. Jude and Eva Sauer in Victor. LSI SOLUTIONS is a world-renowned
company dedicated to advancing minimally invasive therapeutics through research, development,
manufacturing and marketing of proprietary products. LSI specializes in surgical sutures, surgical sewing
devices, and laparoscopic sutures used in cardiac, bariatric, gynecological, and general surgeries throughout the
world. The Ontario County Industrial Development Agency assisted LSI with several expansions at their Victor
campus. The company founders, Jude Sauer, M.D., and Eva Sauer, M.D., are being inducted into the Rochester
Business Hall of Fame! Congratulations to Drs. Sauer on a well-deserved honor!

Emergency Management
On September 27, 2021 The West Lake Road FD,
White Springs FD, Bellona FD, Benton FD and
Finger Lakes Ambulance responded to Route 14
and Reed Road T/O Geneva for a reported motor
vehicle accident (Trailer Truck versus car) with
“person trapped and vehicle on fire.” The
Emergency Management Office (EMO) staff
responded and assisted at the scene. The sole adult
occupant of the passenger car was extricated by
bystanders who witnessed the accident. This adult
male was later flown to Strong Memorial Hospital
with multiple potential serious injuries including
burns. The driver of the trailer truck was also
transported by Finger Lakes Ambulance to Strong
Memorial Hospital.

A

Image A depicts both vehicles involved in the accident.
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B

Image B depicts the passenger car after the fire was
extinguished. The image also depicts the intrusion into the
passenger compartment on the passenger’s side of the
vehicle.

Human Resources
All County employees are required to complete annual Compliance Training. Phase I was rolled out on August
4 and Phase II was rolled out on September 22. All trainings need to be completed by November 30, 2021. If
trainings are not completed by the deadline, employees will be required to attend an in-person training.
Phase I:
NYS Discrimination and Harassment Training
Whistleblowing and Compliance 2021
Preventing Workplace Violence

Phase II:
Security Awareness
HazCom/Right to know
Complying with HIPAA for Hybrid Entities - only certain
departments are required to take this course, if you do
not see this course on your dashboard, then you do not
need to take it.

Office for the Aging
The Office for the Aging will be holding a Virtual Q & A Session with Legal Assistance of Western New York.
Health Care Proxies and Living Wills 101: The Basics of Advance Medical Directives
October 12, 2021 at 2:00 pm. All ages may attend - call Office for the Aging at 585-396-4040 to register.
OFA VIRTUAL PUBLIC FORUM & MEDICARE FAIR
Wednesday, October 6, 2021
10:00 am—11:45 am
➢ Public Hearing - OFA Annual Plan 10:00 am - Irene Coveny, Director, Office for the Aging
The Office for the Aging will be presenting the 2022 Annual Plan. The Public Hearing provides an
opportunity for questions, discussion and comment on the needs of older adults in Ontario County.
➢ Medicare: 10 Things to Know for 2022 - 10:30 am – 11:00 am Terri Haley, HIICAP Coordinator, Office
for the Aging.
➢ Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage Program (EPIC) - 11:00 am - 11:15 am - Gabrielle
Dotterweich, EPIC Outreach Representative.
➢ Medicare Advantage Plan Presentation- 11:15 am -11:45 am Aetna, Excellus, MVP, United Health
Care.
Please register using this link: https://tinyurl.com/ekurf6zt.
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Probation
Ontario County was one of only 4 counties in New York State that met its Community Service goals for the year
2020-2021. At the request of the Office of Probation and Correctional Alternatives, ATI Supervisor Ginny
Gumaer-Muller participated in a statewide virtual meeting to discuss how we were able to reach our goals
during the pandemic. Human Services Worker Patty Miller has worked hard to find community service sites that
are open during the pandemic and ensure those sites receive support from Probation. In addition, Probation
Officer Scott Hubbard has been able to use the Day Reporting Program van on Wednesdays to provide access
to community service sites.
Sr. PO Beth Fischer and PO Tricia Bertino completed a yearlong training process to become YASI Coaches. The
Youth Assessment Screening Instrument is an innovative juvenile risk assessment tool that measures risk, needs,
and protective factors in at-risk and juvenile justice-involved youth. As a coach, they provide training and
support for line staff in assessing risk, developing case specific plans and learning to work more collaboratively
with their clients to further their progress.

Public Works
The County Road (CR) 46 at Smith
Road Intersection opened to traffic on
Friday, October 1, 2021 at 3:30 PM.
The intersection was converted to a
modern roundabout to improve
safety. The project also lowered the
“hill” on CR 46 east of the intersection
so that west bound drivers will have
an improved sight distance view to the
intersection.
The intersection is open to traffic,
however “punch list” work still
remains to be done such as
landscaping, turf establishment, and
other “clean-up” work to finalize the
project. The “punch list” work should
be completed by the end of the
month.

Public Health
October 19, 2021, Annual Ontario County Employee and County Resident Flu Vaccine Clinic
➢ Time: 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM and 4:30PM – 6:30PM
➢ Location: Drive-Thru, Ontario County Highway Office, 2930 County Road 48, Canandaigua, NY 14424
➢ Phone: 585-396-4439
➢ Registration Link:
https://apps2.health.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/cdmspr/2/counties?DateID=CBE2638EB5FC034EE0530A6C
7C16439F
➢ Who May Attend: All Ontario County employees, their family members, and all county residents
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Public Notes:
• You must bring your Health Insurance Card with you to the clinic. Clinic staff will record your account
number for billing purposes.
• There is a $40.00 cash fee for uninsured participants.
• Anyone 6 Months of Age or Older is eligible to receive this vaccine.
• Even if you have received the COVID-19 Vaccine recently you CAN still get a flu shot. There is no
recommended wait time between the flu shot and a dose of COVID-19 vaccine.

Records and Archives
Join the staff at Records and Archives on Wednesday, October 27 between 11:30 am and 2:00 pm for their Open
House and the opening of their new exhibit: On The Road Again…..History of Highways and License Plates in
Ontario County. Behind the scenes tours and refreshments will be available. Please wear a mask.

Sheriff’s Office
Chief Communications Officer Steve DeChick was just elected Vice Chair of the National Emergency Number
Association (NENA), New York Chapter for a three-year term. Congratulations Chief DeChick!
Congratulations to the following Ontario County Safety Council Awards recipients. These awards were
presented for life saving efforts and achievements for above and beyond the call of duty from 2020 and 2019.
There are many people in our community still alive and able to be with their families because of these officers,
as well as many others who have also saved lives over their years of service and will continue to do so in the
future.
2019:
Gold Seal Award:
Sergeant Mark Taylor
Gold Seal Award:
Deputy Daniel Bennett
Heart Starter Award:
Deputy Tyler Marlow
Heart Starter Award:
Deputy Brett Lowry
Heart Starter Award:
Deputy John Torlish
Heart Starter Award: (Former)
Deputy Timothy Brewer
2020:
Gold Seal Award:
Sergeant Dana Egburtson
Heart Starter:
Investigator James Baker
Heart Starter:
Deputy John Torlish
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Sustainability & Solid Waste Management
A total of 382 Ontario County residents took advantage of the Household Hazardous Waste event on September
11, 2021.
A fall shred event is scheduled for October 8th at the County Transportation Center from 10:30 am – 1:30 pm,
or until the truck is full. Registration is not required. This event is free and open to the public.
There will be an Electronic Waste (E-waste) Collection Event on October 16, 2021 from 8:00 am - 2:00 pm, every
15 minutes. The event is being held at the Geneva School Bus Garage, 335 Gambee Road, Geneva, NY 14456.
Registration is required by calling Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ontario County, 585-394-3977 x 427. The
acceptable list can be found at www.cceontario.org or www.ontariocountyrecycles.org.

Workforce Development
Workforce Development is partnering with the Wood Library to provide a series of job readiness classes to the
public. Topics include Resume Writing, Interviewing Skills, Job Search and SkillUp America. Classes are held
multiple times, day and evening, for the convenience of job seekers. Each class will be hosted by the Wood
Library and instruction will be provided by a Workforce Development Counselor live via zoom with a question
and answer session immediately following each lesson. For details, visit: https://woodlibrary.org/adults/.

Youth Bureau
Your Youth Bureau, CSEC Community Outreach and Education Taskforce and Safe Harbour Advisory Team are
working to keep you updated on the Exploitation and Trafficking of our youth in our county and across our state.
Our state’s 2020 data has not been published yet and 2021 data is still being collected, but in 2019:
•
•

•

29 counties reported data.
1,810 youth were identified as trafficked or at risk at the time of referral.
o 339 of these youth met the federal definition of a sex trafficking victim.
o 1,471 were identified as high or medium risk of trafficking.
o Although 1,955 youth were identified for services, 145 youth are excluded
from this data set because their risk levels were not reported.
54 of the 1,810 youth were also identified as trafficked or at risk of labor trafficking.

This is Ontario County’s first year of reporting data to the Office of Children and Family Services/Safe Harbours.
We have just reported our 2nd quarter numbers and we presently have 26 youth involved at a low, medium, or
high level of sexual exploitation or trafficking. Note: Low risk means that a youth may be showing signs of being
exploited. High risk would mean they are on their way or are being trafficked.
DSS, Child Advocacy Center and Safe Harbors of the Finger Lakes along with many other agencies work diligently
to provide immediate services to all the youth referred but they can’t help a youth if they don’t receive a referral.
If you want to learn what to look for and how to complete the Rapid Indicator Tool to determine a youth’s risk
level, please contact Melissa Gilbert mgilbert@shflny.org at Safe Harbors of the Finger Lakes or Sara Flack
sara@cacfingerlakes.org at the Child Advocacy Center. They would be happy to train you and your staff.
No child or youth is exempt from falling prey to manipulative tactics associated with exploitation. Victims can
be any gender, sex, race and economic status. Commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) occurs when
any child under the age of 18 exchanges a sexual act in exchange for money, gifts, food, shelter, clothing or
drugs.
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OUR TEAM AGENCIES

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Ontario County 4-H Open House, October 8, 2021, 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm, at Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Ontario County, 480 North Main Street, Canandaigua, NY. Ever wonder what 4-H is really about or how you can
get involved? Here is your chance! 4-H is the largest youth organization in the nation boasting countless county,
state, and national opportunities in which youth ages 5-19 can be involved. The goal of the 4-H program is to
increase learning (Head), foster compassion (Heart), promote community service (Hands), and inspire healthy
lifestyles (Health). The program takes a hands-on approach to learning, and its ultimate goal is to prepare youth
for the future by teaching life skills. Come to our open house to meet our members and some of their project
animals, participate in fun, hands on activities, and talk with volunteer leaders and our 4-H educators to see
how you can become part of our 4-H family.
Trade Explorations, October 11, 2021, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm, 4-H Camp Bristol Hills, 4437 Kear Road, Canandaigua,
NY. Society is in need of more professional tradespeople and college is not for everyone. Enjoy a day of learning
about different career opportunities from professionals within the trades. Hear from local professionals such as
an electrician, plumber, carpenter, etc. Learn about what a day in a trade is like and what you need to do to be
successful. Lunch will be provided. Cost is $10 for non-4-H members or out of county youth and $5 for Ontario
County 4-H youth members. Please email Amy Morrisey, alm72@cornell.edu. Space is limited.
Navigating Solar Lease Agreements and the Solar Development Process: October 26, 2021, 9:30 am – 1:30 pm.
This event is being held at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ontario County, 480 North Main Street,
Canandaigua, a virtual option will be available as well. Speakers of this event include Loren Pruskowski, a farmer
and solar industry representative with Ecolegacy Values who is installing a solar array on his farm. Scott Kurkoski,
Assistant Managing Partner, Levene Gouldin & Thompson, LLP. Scott has spent years assisting farmers and rural
landowners in negotiating contracts with solar companies. Jeffrey Kehoe, NYS Department of Ag and Markets
will be discussing how regulations at the local level can encourage, hinder, or otherwise influence solar
development. To register email Deanna Gentner at drg228@cornell.edu.
Parenting Skills Workshop Series #102, Tuesday evenings, October 26 to December 14, 2021, 6:30 pm – 8:30
pm, Jim Dooley Center for Early Learning, Geneva, NY. This is hosted by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Ontario
County. The instructors will teach participants five skills that can help parents deal more effectively with difficult
parent-child situations. The skills are Encouragement, Can-Do, Choices, Self-Control, and Respecting Feelings.
Participants will be able to practice their skills during the classes and reinforce the new techniques at home.
Childcare will be available for young children ages 6 months to 12 years. This program is free and offered
foremost to Ontario County parents working with the Ontario County Department of Social Services, Child
Protective, or Probation Departments and family court lawyers. Other Ontario County resident registrations will
be accepted if space permits. Participants completing at least 6 of the first 7 sessions will receive a Certificate
of Completion. For complete registration information call 585-394-3977 x 429 or ask a social work
representative or probation officer for a registration form. The registration form is also on our website
www.cceontario.org.
Bovine Reproduction & Insemination Course, November 3-4, 2021, Willow Bend Farm, Clifton Springs.
Join us for a two-day workshop with hands-on training that will be offered in English and Spanish. Topics to
be covered include bovine reproductive anatomy and physiology, heat detection, artificial insemination
techniques, proper semen thawing, and loading artificial insemination guns. Register at:
https://nwnyteam.cce.cornell.edu/event_preregistration_new.php?id=1699.
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Emerging Crops: Changes in the marketplace are marked by consumer demand for new, local, high quality foods,
beverages and other plant products. The growth in craft beverage, local foods and hemp are all powered by
crop production on New York State farms. CCE’s Harvest NY Emerging Crops program explores the potential for
new crops -- industrial hemp, hops and more -- in New York State. The Emerging Crops program supports the
growth and expansion of industrial hemp, hops and grains for the local craft beverage or bakery industry, and
other emerging markets in NYS. Our program seeks to maximize the economic potential for current NY-grown
crops, including berries, through education on best management practices and season extension techniques.
Harvest NY Emerging Crop Specialists work directly with farmers on production issues by conducting industrywide research and development projects. CCE resources on emerging crops can be found at:
https://harvestny.cce.cornell.edu/topic.php?id=8.

Finger Lakes Community College
Finger Lakes Community College is offering a series of fall community education classes, including Spanish for
beginners and planning for retirement. The time commitment and costs vary. Registration for all classes is online
at flcc.edu/workforce. Anyone with questions may email to workforce@flcc.edu. All those receiving instruction
at an FLCC site must provide proof of COVID-19 vaccination prior to the start of class. Here is the list of classes
with days, times, locations and costs:
Beginner Spanish, Geneva Campus Center
Nancy Valez-Anderson will teach Beginner I Conversational Spanish, an eight-week class that runs Thursdays,
from Oct. 14 through Dec. 9 from 6 pm to 8:30 pm at the Geneva Campus Center, 63 Pulteney St. This class is
designed for those with no background in Spanish, particularly those who may find language skills helpful in
their current and future employment. The class costs $140.
Investing in a Successful Retirement
This four-week online seminar meets online on Tuesdays from 7 pm to 9 pm, starting Oct. 19. It introduces
participants to a conservative approach to money management and will help identify lifestyle issues facing
retirees. Training includes a comprehensive seminar workbook and a retirement planning template that will
help participants develop a retirement budget and a written inventory of assets, income, Social Security, and
pension benefits. The cost is $29.
A Mindful Approach to Nutrition and Good Health
Izy Grooms, associate professor in the nutrition and dietetics program, teaches this three-week class on
Mondays from 6 pm to 7:30 pm, starting Oct. 25 at the Victor Campus Center, 200 Victor Heights Parkway.
Participants will learn how to eat mindfully, how to add one habit at a time to improve health, and how eating
healthy is not as hard as you think. The cost is $30.
Household Budgeting Basics: Ways to Improve Your Household Finance
Christopher McNamara, associate professor of business, leads this one-time class on Monday, Nov. 8 from 6:30
pm to 8 pm at the Victor Campus Center, 200 Victor Heights Parkway. It will focus on the basics of creating a
budget, along with a conversation on ways for individuals to save money. Topics include why budgeting is
important, the basics of a balance sheet and income statement, and the characteristics of a budget. The cost is
$20.
To get monthly update on FLCC news, events and community education classes, sign up at this link.
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Finger Lakes Visitors Connection
The Lake House on Canandaigua hosted a grand opening and ribbon cutting for their new Willowbrook Spa on
September 28th. The event featured light refreshments and hors d’oeuvres along with tours, demos, and
express treatments. Valerie Knoblauch, President and CEO of Finger Lakes Visitors Connection, attended on
behalf of the FLVC team to further enrich our partnership with The Lake House and the Canandaigua community.

Ontario County Historical Society
On October 2 the Historical Society hosted a Book Talk with children's author Kevin Coolidge and his book
"Rebecca, White House Raccoon".
On October 16 opening receptions will be held for the Ontario County Arts Council “Celebrations” Exhibit and
the Ontario County Historical Society “Halloween” Exhibit.
On October 31 from 5 pm to 8 pm a Halloween Open House with a dog and human costume contest.

Soil & Water Conservation District
Seneca-Keuka Watershed Partnership Autumn Newsletter
We are excited to share with you the autumn 2021 issue of the Seneca-Keuka Watershed Partnership (SKWP)
quarterly newsletter. This newsletter is to coincide with our work on the Seneca-Keuka Watershed Nine Element
Plan and will keep all watershed community members informed of the latest work being done to help protect
our shared aquatic resources for generations to come. The Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District
helps the SKWP create the quarterly newsletters.
Conservation Field Days
The 2021 Conservation Field Days was a success! The Ontario County Soil & Water Conservation District and the
Ontario County Cornell Cooperative Extension partner together each year to hold the event at 4-H Camp Bristol
Hills for the 6th graders in Ontario County. This year we held the event over a 4-day period in order to spread
the schools out throughout the week to safely hold the event for the students and teachers. The classes
attended each station for 15-20 minutes. The stations included information on pond life, watershed health, tick
prevention, forestry, invasive species, poisonous plants to avoid, birds, first-aid, Native American history,
composting, recycling, dairy products/farming, geocaching, and hiking/camping essentials. A huge thank you
goes out to our instructors for providing an amazing educational experience for our local 6th graders.
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The Partnership for Ontario County
The Partnership for Ontario County held their very first annual golf tournament fundraiser at CenterPointe Golf
Club in Canandaigua on August 2. The weather was perfect, and the golfers had a great time. We are so grateful
to the many participants, donors, and volunteers that helped make this event so successful. Stay tuned for
information about how you can participate next year! (see photos below)

The Partnership for Ontario County is so grateful to have received a $250 donation from Community Bank, as
part of their Good Neighbor Day. Chris Bross came to our office and presented our Executive Director (Tracey
Dello Stritto) and two board members (Ellen Polimeni and Phil Povero) with the donation. We are grateful to be
part of a generous community! (see photo below)
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Suicide Prevention Coalition of Ontario County – Out of Darkness Suicide Prevention and Awareness Walk –
Ontario County Suicide Prevention Coalition is co-hosting an Out of Darkness walk on Saturday, October 16 with
the Seneca County Suicide Prevention Coalition. ALL ARE WELCOME! One does not need to be a member of
our Coalition, but rather someone who would like to raise awareness, show support and honor the memories
of those who we have lost to suicide. While this is a fundraiser for the American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention, there is absolutely no fee to participate. Registration begins at 10:00 am and the walk begins at
11:00 am. It will be held at Seneca Lake State Park, Geneva. See QR code on the flyer to register or use this link
(//afsp.org/fingerlakes).
If you would like additional information on any of the key events, please feel free to contact our office or the
appropriate department head.
Chris DeBolt & Brian Young
/ca
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