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Front Cover: This large bronze tablet is affixed to the first floor front foyer of the Ontario
County Court House. It contains the list, town by town, of local residents who died during
World War I. In the years since it was put up (1923) a few more names have been identified.
Much of the information for this tablet was collected by the Ontario County Historical Society
and by the Town Historians, authorized by the state legislature in 1919 with the specific mission
of collecting and preserving war information.

World War I veteran, Bert Crowe, and his daughter, Regina Crowe, at the American
Legion/VFW post monument in Rushville Village Cemetery. Daily Messenger. Jun. 29, 1983.
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WORLD WAR I VETERANS OF
ONTARIO COUNTY
The purpose of this collection of veterans’ stories is to encourage readers to seek and visit the
final resting places of these men and women. Many of them have not been visited regularly for
more than half a century. With the exception of seven buried overseas, the veterans who’s
stories are included here are buried in Ontario County. As you visit, consider their lives and
times; their sacrifices; their resolve; and their heroism.
This is also a varied lot of stories. Out of more than two thousand possible veterans, these fifty
have been selected because they show the wide variety of experiences that veterans of the Great
War encountered. Yet, they all contributed to a fragile peace and they helped lay the foundation
of the world we inhabit today. These stories were originally written for publication in local
newspapers during the World War I Centennial commemoration.
Ontario County residents entered military service during World War I, long before the United
States declared war on Germany (April 6, 1917), or the Austro-Hungarian Empire (Dec. 7,
1917). Opinions about which side to support formed gradually after August, 1914. There were
many residents with strong ties to belligerent nations on both sides. Responses to the 1917 state
military census show that many young men had previous military service in the armies of other
nations. A few of those men chose to volunteer for service under their former flags. In addition,
the proximity of Ontario County to Canada resulted in a few natural-born American volunteers
crossing the border to fight in British-Canadian units.
A report by the two local Selective Service boards (Geneva and Canandaigua), filed in 1919,
revealed that 2129 men entered the various services from Ontario County. 1379 men were
inducted under the draft law. The remaining men volunteered for service. It should be noted
that while the report goes into detail about the qualifications of the men, no women are
mentioned, despite a small number who entered the Army as nurses and at least one who enlisted
in the Navy.1
Eighty residents of the county died serving in American military forces during the war. Some
were killed in action, while many more died as a result of wounds received in action or from
disease and accident (74%).2 Those men who went forth from Ontario County and died during
the war are memorialized by name and community on the memorial plaque found on the first
floor of the Ontario County Court House.3

1

“Ontario County Sent 2129 Men to War.” Ontario County Times. Feb. 12, 1919. p. 6.
Kincaid, Leslie J. (comp.). Roll of Honor. Citizens of the State of New York who died while in the Service of the
United States during the World War. Albany, NY. J. B. Lyon Co. [State Printer] 1922. pp. 118-120. [This book is
organized by county giving names, dates, and causes of death.]
3
“Honor Roll Contains Names of 80 Ontario County Men.” Daily Messenger. Oct. 18, 1922. p. 3; “List of Names
for Memorial Tablet.” Ontario County Times. Jul. 1, 1925. p. 1; “World War Memorial to Cost Nearly $2000.”
Ontario County Times. Jul. 15, 1925. p. 1; “County Memorial to World War Dead Arrived Today.” Daily
2

Many more memorial plaques and statues honor those from our local communities who died
during World War I or immediately afterward. They can be found in churches, public parks, and
other public buildings. Some of those other plaques display the names of those who served in
the war, but did not necessarily enter the service from a local community. Many of the World
War I veterans now buried in the county did not originally live here.
Thirty-eight of those who did enter service from Ontario County were buried in American or
British cemeteries overseas. Many more lie in other states and communities.
The veterans of World War I began dying in large numbers during the 1960s. While the last
American veteran of the war died in 2011, the last Ontario County veterans of the First World
died in 1996.4 They include Llewellyn W. Bassett (Naples, Nov. 6, 1996); Elmer E. Wheeler
(East Bloomfield, Jul. 10, 1996); and Frederick A. Buell (East Bloomfield, Jan. 8, 1996).
Wheeler actually served in both World Wars. The stories of all of the World War I veterans are
unique. However, the stories of the last three local survivors are very different from each other
and illustrate the wide variety of local veterans’ experiences.
A few sources of public information are listed for each veteran whose story and grave are
included in this collection. While many of the veterans of World War I eventually had their
records recorded by the County Clerk, those records are closed to all but family members,
funeral directors, or veterans service officers in accordance with the provisions of a law passed in
2002. However, a great deal of information can be found in newspaper accounts and other
historical collections that are not closed by law. Many records from the state and national
archives are available on the commercial website, Ancestry.com.
There was no reliable guide to the local burial places of World War I veterans until the town-bytown inventory of cemeteries produced between 2016 and 2018. That inventory can be found at
the Ontario County Department of Records, Archives and Information Management Services
(RAIMS). Even now, with many graves overgrown, and a few with questionable markers, there
is no complete guide to the local burial places of the veterans of the Great War (as they called it).
A useful on-line source for the grave sites of other veterans may be the National Gravesite
Locator of the US Department of Veterans Affairs (National Cemetery Administration). That
site can be accessed on the Internet at: http://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/index.html. The purpose
of that site is help researchers in locating veterans buried in National Cemeteries, however.

Messenger. Nov. 9, 1925. p. 1. These articles provide the names of those on the tablet and information on the cost,
including the fact that an anonymous donor contributed half the cost.
4
Courson, Paul. “Last Living World War I Veteran Dies.” CNNU.S. Feb. 28, 2011.
http://www.cnn.com/2011/US/02/27/wwi.veteran.death/ (Accessed Dec. 22, 2014). [Includes picture of Frank
Buckles, aged 110.]; Duggan, Paul. “Last U.S. World War I veteran Frank W. Buckles dies at 110.” Washington
Post. Feb. 28, 2011. http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/02/28/AR2011022800165.html
(Accessed Dec. 22, 2014)

World War I Memorial, Shortsville.

Ontario County Yeoman (F)
Mayme-Lee Ogden
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Near the center of Section 11, Woodlawn Cemetery, is the
final resting place of Mayme-Lee Ogden. Forty five
Memorial Days have come and gone since she died in 1972.
However, 2018 was probably the first time this veteran of
the US Naval Reserve Force has received a flag.
Mayme Ogden was a Yeoman (F), sometimes called a
“Yeomanette” during World War I. She served at the New
York Navy Yard during the war, one of 11,274 women who
Portrait from the 1917 “Ramikin.”
Yearbook of Mechanics Institute
were allowed to enlist in the Navy for the first time.
According to her service summary, Ogden enrolled in the
Naval Reserve Force on Oct. 3, 1918 and was discharged on Jul. 31, 1919. Petty Officer 3 rd
Class, Mayme-Lee Ogden is the only female veteran of the First World War, other than nurses,
now buried in Ontario County.
Born in Louisville, KY, Ogden was the daughter of James C. and Amelia Ogden who rest near
her grave in Woodlawn. She attended Canandaigua Academy and graduated from the Mechanics
Institute (now RIT) in Rochester in 1917. An accomplished commercial artist, Ogden’s work
was shown many times in Rochester and elsewhere and she won more than a few prizes. She
was living in Manhattan, pursuing her career, when she entered the Navy in 1918.
After the Pentagon was built during World War II, a search for artists to complete the interior
decoration of the building resulted in the selection Mayme-Lee Ogden. After the war she was
Chief of Design and continued as a civilian employee of the Defense department for some years.
She never married and died at the home of a niece in Fredericksburg, VA on the 4th of July,
1972; an appropriate date for this patriotic woman.
Mayme-Lee Ogden’s gravestone is covered by scale and difficult to read. She has no veteran’s
plaque or flag holder. Like many World War I veterans, it is altogether too easy to forget her
wartime patriotism and her civilian service. During this World War I Centennial Year, in
particular, all the veterans of that great conflict should be remembered. If you happen to visit
Woodlawn Cemetery in the near future, stop by Section 11 and thank Mayme-Lee Ogden for her
service.

Mayme-Lee Ogden’s grave marked by a flag. Memorial Day 2018.

A Note on Sources:
Mayme-Lee Ogden’s service summary and Virginia death certificate are available on the Internet
at Ancestry.com. Likewise, records of her career moves, education, and residences can be found
in on-line newspaper databases and directories. Her 1917 yearbook image can be found in the
publication posted on the Internet by the RIT college archive. Some documents, not on-line, can
also be found at the Ontario County Historical Society and the Ontario County archive (RAIMS).

A World War I Veteran with a
Special Mission in World War II
Chester J. Everett
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Chester Everett’s grave in Woodlawn Cemetery (Sec.
K) isn’t really overlooked. In addition to a typical
USS Reuben James sinks, Oct. 31, 1941.
family stone that he shares with his wife, LeEtta, a
Image courtesy: National Archives.
typical bronze plaque supplied by the US Dept. of
Veterans Affairs lays nearby. While the plaque makes
clear that Chester Everett served in both World Wars, that is just the start of his story.
Chester Everett was born in Elmira and was living on West Ave. in the City of Canandaigua
when the war began. He traveled to Rochester and enlisted in the US Marine Corps on Jun. 30,
1917, just two months after the US declared war on Germany. According to Everett’s service
summary, he served at several stations, including the Philadelphia Navy Yard until Oct. 21,
1918. From there, he was sent to France arriving on Nov. 10, 1918, the day before the armistice.
Continuing to serve overseas, Everett served at Hampton Roads, VA until Aug. 8, 1919.
Between the wars, Chester Everett worked as a plumber, living at several different locations
around the City of Canandaigua. His son, Carlyle attended Canandaigua Academy, leaving to
join the Navy during the winter of 1941. He was assigned to the USS Reuben James in October.
Young Everett was lost when the Reuben James was the first US ship to go down in what
became World War II; a month prior to Pearl Harbor. The USS Reuben James was part of a
convoy escort that was attacked by German U-boats, Oct. 31, 1941. One hundred fifteen men
went down with the ship. There were only 45 survivors. In those last tense days before Pearl
Harbor, while America was supplying the Allies, the loss of the Reuben James shocked some
families, but for many people it was just another ship lost in the ongoing Battle of the Atlantic.
Almost immediately after the sinking, folk singer and composer, Woodie Guthrie, wrote a song
about the loss of the Reuben James. Later, noted folk artist, Pete Seeger, helped Guthrie refine
the song. Focusing on the personal tragedy that befell the families of the crew of the Reuben
James, Guthrie’s refrain mad e use of a haunting repetition, “What were their names? Tell me
what where their names? Did you have a friend of the good Reuben James?” Later, folk artists
of the 1950’s like the Kingston Trio and the Weavers reprised the song.
In March, 1943, largely to avenge the loss of his son, 44-year old Chester Everett enlisted in the
Navy. He was one of 325,000 men who joined a special Navy unit called “Seabees” for

Construction Battalions. The men in “Seabee” units were all skilled construction workers. They
built more than 400 bases and installations across the world.
Chester Everett was one of the founders of the American Legion. In 1968 he was one of 26
members of the Canandaigua Legion post who were presented with 50-year membership
certificates.

A Note on Sources:
Chester Everett’s Marine Corps service summary is available on the Internet at Ancestry.com.
His Navy service summary from World War II is not available. Records of his residential moves
and census information about the Everett family, and Everett’s activities with the American
Legion can be found in on-line newspaper databases. The sinking of the USS Reuben James was
widely covered by regional newspapers available on-line, including information about Guthrie’s
song about the ship’s crew. Some documents, not on-line, can also be found at the Ontario
County Historical Society and the Ontario County archive (RAIMS).

A Veteran Home at Last
George A. Hollenbeck
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

George A. Hollenbeck’s rather
New York Herald. Jul. 3, 1921
imposing stone gets your attention in
East Bloomfield Cemetery. Its weathered surface tells the visitor that Hollenbeck died in France,
Oct. 19, 1918; less than a month before the armistice that ended the war. He was just 26 years
old. It is really a shame that most people who pass George Hollenbeck’s grave site don’t give it
much thought. Then again, it has been a century since the death of this young man and his story
was never really clear.

East Bloomfield Cemetery. 2017.

Like many unfortunate service men during World War
I, George Hollenbeck lost his life to disease, not enemy
action. According to his service summary card,
Hollenbeck was born in Rochester on Aug. 6, 1892 and
he was living there when he was drafted at Cleveland,
OH on Jul. 18, 1918. Rochester sources say Holenbeck
was drafted there and sent to Cleveland. After training
Hollenbeck was sent overseas, arriving on Sep. 2,
1918. Just six weeks later he died from “broncho
pneumonia,” probably the result of contracting
influenza. George Hollenbeck was temporarily buried
in France.
After the war, thousands of those who died overseas
were returned to their families in the US starting in
Bringing home the dead. Coffins being
loaded on USAT funeral ship.
1920. The families of deceased service men could also
choose to have their remains reburied in France in one
of the American Cemeteries established by the War Department and later taken over by the
American Battle Monuments Commission. George Hollenbeck’s family requested that he be
returned. His remains were brought back on one of the ships specially fitted out for that duty.
On Jul. 3, 1921, the New York Herald reported that the US Army Transport Ship, Wheaton, had
made port carrying 5,824 deceased veterans, reportedly the largest single shipment to that time.
Among them was George A. Hollenbeck.
According to an obituary in the Victor Herald (Jul. 29, 1921), Hollenbeck was a childhood
resident of the Village of Holcomb. He was given a military funeral at his grave site with final
military honors rendered by American Legion Post 664 of Honeoye Falls. Rev. William A.
Hallock, acting chaplain of the 122 Machine Gun Bn., 33rd Division, American Expeditionary
Force, officiated. Hallock was a Presbyterian pastor from Rochester. Thirty seven former
soldiers formed an honor guard. Pvt. George A. Hollenbeck was buried next to his parents,
Albert (died 1913) and Lydia (died1908).
A Note on Sources:
George A. Hollenbeck’s service summary is available on the Internet at Ancestry.com.
Information on Hollenbeck can be found in Edward R. Foreman’s books, Rochester and Monroe
County, NY. World War Service Record, 1924. (V. 1) There are also a few news stories about
Hollenbeck’s funeral and burial in East Bloomfield that appeared in local newspapers including
the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle and the Victor Herald in 1921. Findagrave.com has
images and information as well.

A Veteran Remembered at
Seneca No. 9 Presbyterian Church
Walter W. Frarey
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Pvt. Walter Frarey’s portrait hangs in the vestibule of the
historic Seneca No. 9 Presbyterian Church on No. 9
Road, near the community of Hall. It has been there for
nearly a century, a testament to the soldier’s dedication to
that church and it’s Sunday School.
Walter W. Frarey’s service summary states that he was
Portrait of Frarey at No. 9 Church
born in North Walsham, England about 1895. He was an
immigrant to the United States, arriving about 1907, an
experience he shared with quite a few local soldiers. The Frareys lived on a farm outside of the
nearby community of Stanley. Walter was one of seven children, only two of whom were born
in the US. By 1915 they were all US citizens and Walter was a farm laborer.
On May 16, 1917, about six weeks after the United States
declared war on Germany, Frarey enlisted in Co. B, 108th
Infantry, the New York National Guard company in nearby
Geneva. The
108th Infantry was part of the 27th Division. After training
in South Carolina, Frarey and his comrades from Geneva
were sent to France on May 10, 1918, nearly a year after his
enlistment. They sailed from Newport News, VA on the
transport ship, “Kursk.” Private Frarey saw action in the
attack on the Hindenburg Line; the crossing of the Le Selbe
River; and the action at St. Souplet. Frarey died from a
shoulder wound received in action, Oct. 28, 1918, a little
less than two weeks before the armistice on Nov. 11. About
a month later his wife, Emma, and parents, still living on
the Hall and Geneva Rd., would have received the notice of
Frarey’s death.
Frarey’s headstone in the Somme
American Cemetery in France

When the next-of-kin of soldiers’ families were given the
option to have the dead returned to the United States, Emma

Frarey chose to have her husband’s remains interred in the new Somme American Cemetery in
France.
Inside Seneca No. 9 Church, there are several memorials to veterans from that congregation.
Draped over the balcony rail are three “Blue Star Banners” with stars representing local service
men and women in both World Wars. The “Blue Star Banner” tradition began in 1917 during
World War I. On the banner representing that war is a single gold star representing the sacrifice
of Walter W. Frarey.

A Note on Sources:
Walter W. Frarey’s service summary and other service documents is available on the Internet at
Ancestry.com. Information on Frarey’s family from state and US Census reports is available at
Ancestry.com as well. On-line newspaper databases provide information about Frarey, his
service, and the “Blue Star Banner.” Some sources, not on-line, can also be found at the Ontario
County Historical Society and the Ontario County archive (RAIMS).

Nurse and Disabled Veteran
Evangeline McLouth
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

The First World War resulted in the establishment of
several firsts among the veterans of that conflict. The
Army Nurse Corps, previously established in 1901
brought the first women into the actual ranks of the
US Army. During the World War, as it was known
until 1939, so many nurses were needed that
thousands of young women were brought into the
Army as reserve nurses. “Nurse” was their rank and
they were treated like officers.
In 1908 the Medical Corps Reserve was also created.
That group of citizen soldiers included physicians.
Image from Ancesry.com
An Enlisted Reserve Corps was also created allowing
young men to enlist directly in Medical Corps units.
Reserve Nurses, approved by the American Red Cross and graduates of professional nursing
schools, were also authorized.
At the start of the war, the Army Medical Department promoted the establishment of Base
Hospitals, organized around existing civilian hospitals in communities around the nation. Those
Base Hospitals would be staffed primarily by physicians and nurses already living and working
in the area. Men could enlist in the Enlisted Reserve Corps to provide staff service to the
hospital.
One of the formally educated and registered Reserve nurses who volunteered for duty with the
Army Nurse Corps was Farmington native, and sometime resident of Phelps and Manchester,
Evangeline McLouth. Like many of the nurses, McLouth was slightly older than the soldiers she
treated. She was born on what became the very significant day of November 11,--1878. She
was living in the City of Rochester, working at Rochester homeopathic Hospital at the time she
entered the Army.
According to her service summary, McLouth was called into service on May 4, 1918 and
assigned to Base Hospital #19. That hospital was organized in Rochester and was built around
the medical staff of what became Rochester General Hospital. She was sent overseas from New
York City on June 4, 1918. She remained in France until June 19, 1919. Base Hospital #19 was

a 1000 bed hospital located in several
former hotels in the old city of Vichy, not far
from the front lines. McLouth later served in
Base Hospital #93 and Convalescent
Hospital #4.
Nurse McLouth also serves as an example of
yet one more American military first during
World War I. She left the service in 1918 as
Transport ship “Baltic” that took the members of
a disabled veteran. While we don’t know the
Base Hospital #19 to France.
cause of McLouth’s disability, we know
from her service summary that it was
considered 10%. Considering the known physical demands of nursing, McLouth’s disability was
probably the result of maneuvering patients.
Nurse McLouth died in Palmyra on Jan. 19, 1941. Her funeral was conducted by the pastor of
the Farmington Friends Church although she was buried in Brookside Cemetery in Shortsville.
McLouth’s short obituary in the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle did not mention her military
service. Like many veterans of World War I this disabled veteran did not receive a government
stone.
She is remembered, by name, on the war
memorial erected by the Town of Phelps;
one of only two women so honored in
Ontario County.
A Note on Sources:
McLouth’s service summary is available on
the Internet from Ancestry.com. The history
of Base Hospital #19 was published in
Rochester by the Rochester Historical
McLouth’s grave in Brookside Cemetery, Shortsville.
Society in 1922. Additional information is
readily available from publications of the
Army Medical Department including The Medical Department of the United States Army in the
World War. Vol. XIII. Part Two. “The Army Nurse Corps” published by the Government
Printing Office in 1927. Dr. John M. Swan, commander of Base Hospital #19 published a
history of his command that is more extensive than the one published by the historical society. It
can be accessed on the Internet as well.

Serving King and (Old) Country
William T. Owen
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

The thirty years leading up to World War I were a time
of massive immigration to the United States. While
most of the so-called “new immigrants” came from
southern and eastern Europe and the Middle East, quite
a few still arrived from Great Britain, often through
Canada. Many of those families took an intense
interest in the progress of World War I, often
identifying with the side taken by their former
homeland.

British “Dead Man’s Penny.”
Great War Memorial Plaque on memorial of
William T. Owen

William T. Owen was the son of one of those British immigrant families. His father was born in
Wales and was living in Clifton Springs when he traveled to Canada to get married in 1890. The
Owen family certainly had a great deal of sympathy for their former nation and its war aims. In
fact they probably moved back to Britain briefly since William is listed as born there in 1893.
In April, 1915, two years
prior to the US entry into the
war, William Owen traveled
to Canada and enlisted in a
unit of the Canadian Overseas
Railway Construction Corps.
Owen learned to fly at some
point and was a Flight
Lieutenant in the Royal Air
Force.

Memorial of William T. Owen in the Clifton Springs Village Cemetery.

Owen had visited family and
friends in Clifton Springs in
May, 1918, when he was
home on furlough. In July,
local papers reported that he
was injured in an airplane
accident in France. He was

assigned to the 213th Squadron when he died on October 14, 1918, less than a month before the
armistice.
The memorial stone erected by Owen’s family is not his final resting place. In fact, Owen’s
burial place is unknown. He is one of thousands of British Empire casualties remembered at the
Arras Memorial at Faubourg-D´Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France.

Images of Arras Memorial from Wikimedia Commons.

The remembrance column at the right was erected to
commemorate the service of nearly a thousand members of the
Royal Flying Corps; the Royal Air Force; and the Royal Naval
Air Service whose final resting place is unknown. Their names
are carved into the panels forming the column. One of them is
William T. Owen.
A Note on Sources:
Much of what is known of William T. Owen is pieced together
from the Canadian Virtual War Memorial and the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission. Both of those sources are available on
the Internet. Information about Lt. Owen can also be found is a
few newspaper articles, census documents, and immigration and
naturalization documents.

Canadian Hero Nurse
(By Way of Clifton Springs)
Madeline F. Jaffray
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Born in Chicago, and educated in Galt, Ontario,
Madeline Jaffray was the daughter of a Canadian
government immigration official. After finishing
her secondary education at the Galt Collegiate
Institute, Jaffray attended the nurses’ training school
at Clifton Springs Sanitarium. (That fact, in itself,
shows the wide-spread reputation of “the San.”)
Jaffray was a New York State Registered Nurse. A
1917 story in the Philadelphia Evening Public
Ledger actually called Jaffray “a Philadelphia nurse
at the front” because her father was then stationed in
that city for the Canadian government.

Nurse Jaffray wearing her awards. 1919.
Image from RETROactive: Blogging
Alberta’s Historic Places.

In December, 1914, Nurse Jaffray joined a special
unit of ten Canadian nurses sent to treat French and Belgian wounded and served directly behind
the lines at a casualty station. On June 4, 1917, her hospital was bombed by a German plane.
While she was evacuating her patients to a safe area Jaffray was badly wounded in the left foot
which was split almost to the toes. Ultimately, part of her foot was amputated, but she learned to
walk with a prosthesis so well that she returned to her front line duties. While she was
recuperating at Clifton Springs Sanitarium, no less, she spent a great deal of time giving talks to
local American groups including the Red Cross and civic groups.
For her courage under fire, Nurse Jaffray was presented with the French Croix de Guerre with
Palm. She later received several other decorations and awards from Great Britain, France and
the American Red Cross.
After the war, Madeline Jaffray returned to Toronto and worked at the Dominion Orthopedic
Hospital. She later moved to Edmonton, Alberta with her husband where she worked for the
Victorian Order of Nurses. She was active in the affairs of the War Amputees of Canada and the
overseas Nurses Association as well as the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire.
On September 23, 1927, ten years after the war when she was almost 38 years old, Madeline
Jaffray married for the first time. Her husband, Byron Morrison was himself a Canadian war
amputee. They met at a convention of the Amputations Association of the Great War in
Hamilton, Ontario.

Nurse Jaffray Morrison’s grave in Edmonton, Alberta

While Madeline Jaffray was always a
Canadian citizen with a strong desire to
serve her King and country, she was well
known in Ontario County. After the war
the Board of Supervisors worked with the
Ontario County Historical Society to
collect information about local veterans.
Despite the fact that she was never,
strictly speaking, a military veteran, or a
permanent resident, Jaffray was entered
into the list of veterans from Manchester
and her Croix de Guerre and French
Ensignia en Bronze were mentioned. She
later received several other British and
American decorations and awards.

Local newspapers printed several stories
about Jaffray’s talks before local groups.
Antoinette Granger entertained Nurse
Jaffray and six other friends at her Canandaigua residence while Jaffray was being treated for her
wounds at Clifton Springs.
Image rom Findagrave.com

Madeline Jaffray Morrison died July 23, 1972. She
is buried in the Municipal Cemetery in Edmonton,
Alberta, a good ways from Clifton Springs. Her
grave stone makes no mention of her heroic service.
A Note on Sources:
Nurse Jaffray’s many talks around Ontario County
and the Genesee Valley were reported in local
newspapers. Her page on the Ontario County World
War Roster can be seen at the county records center
(RAIMS). There is a great deal of information about
Jaffray’s war service on the website of the Galt
Collegiate Institute and in the Soldier Information
Card Collection of the Kitchener Public Library in
Kitchener, Ontario. The website of RETROactive
Blogging Alberta’s Historic Places has an interesting
blog from 2014 called “Women in the Great War.”
That blog provided the portrait of Jaffray used here.

Jaffray’s original Croix de Guerre citation.
Available on Wikimedia Commons and the
Provincial Archives of Alberta.

A True Blue Draftee
Reuben Deane
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

US Army units have had various types of distinctive
insignia since the Revolution. When American
soldiers began deploying to France in 1917 some
divisions adopted unofficial insignia as a means of
maintaining esprit de corps. The shoulder patches
now so well-known became an official part of the
Army uniform in October, 1918.

World War I era shoulder insignia.
3rd Division

Reuben Deane was among the first men drafted in the 2nd District of Ontario County
(Canandaigua draft board). Unlike most draftees, however, Deane was assigned to a Regular
Army regiment and division. The cloth shoulder patch adopted for the 3rd Division in which
Deane served consisted of three white stripes on a blue square. The three stripes represented the
three major campaigns in which 3rd Division was engaged; the Marne, St. Mihiel and the MeuseArgonne. The blue stood for the “true blue” loyalty of those who placed their lives on with the
3rd Division. The insignia of the 3rd Division is still the emblem of the US Army 3rd Infantry
Division. At the time Deane was assigned to the 3rd Division, of course, its major campaigns had
yet to be fought!
The 3rd Division was organized in November 21, 1917, at Camp Greene, Charlotte, N.C. It began
deploying to France on April 4, 1918. Upon its arrival in France, the division went into the
Chateau Villain training area. The division entered the line at Chateau-Thierry in June. On July
15th they met the Germans who crossed the Marne. On July 21st the division attacked across the
Marne east of Chateau-Thierry. On September 10th the 3d Division entered the St. Mihiel sector
and helped block the German advance there. On September 30, 1918 the 3rd Division became
part of the Argonne offensive. It was hotly engaged until October 27th, when it was relieved
north of Montfaucon, the location of Gen. Pershing’s headquarters. On November 14th, three
days after the armistice, the division began the march to the Rhine River where it served in the
Army of Occupation of Germany. In a year and a half, the 3rd Division suffered 16,356
casualties. A measure of the intensity of its fighting was the act that 233 Distinguished Service
Crosses were awarded to division troops.
On his draft registration, Reuben Deane stated that he was a natural born citizen born in
Farmington. When the war began, Deane was a boiler maker working for the Lehigh Valley RR
and living in Manchester.

Deane was drafted on November 8, 1917.
He was among the first men of the 3rd
Division to deploy to France and served
overseas until December, 1918.
Pvt. Deane’s service summary card shows
that he was in the battle of Belleau Wood,
the first major battle in which Americans
were engaged. While the 3rd Division is not
usually cited for engagement at Belleau
Wood, that battlefield was located right next
to Chateau Thierry where the division was
heavily engaged.
Deane also served in the 2nd Battle of the
Marne and was severely wounded in action
on July 19, 1918. A local newspaper
reported that after being confined to a
hospital for several weeks, Deane was “back
in the trenches” in September, just in time
for the Meuse-Argonne offensive. He also
served briefly in the Army of Occupation.
Deane was discharged on January 25, 1919
upon his return to the United States.
Chapman Cemetery, Town of Hopewell
Deane lived in Manchester for 30 years
according to news reports at the time of his
death. When he accidentally drowned in Seneca Lake in 1952, he was managing a Seneca
County farm. He was buried in Chapman Cemetery in the Town of Hopewell. In the news
coverage of his death, Reuben Deane’s military service was not mentioned!

A Note on Sources:
The details of Reuben Dean’s military service, from his being drafted to his service in France,
can be found in his draft registration and military service summary cards, both available from the
National and New York State Archives on the Internet from Ancestry.com. Likewise, the 1952
application for a government grave stone provides important information about Deane. His
untimely death was covered as a news article in local papers as was the content of a letter he sent
home after being wounded in 1918.

From the Mexican Border to the
Western Front
Thomas Harland “Doc” Evans
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Since 1945, one of the landmarks of Canandaigua has
been Evans Field. Located at the rear of the old
Academy on North Main St., it has been the scene of
athletic contests for three generations. Few people,
however, remember its namesake, Thomas Harland
Evans, affectionately known as “Doc.”
Evans was born in Canandaigua in 1888. He attended
Canandaigua Academy, but graduated from Betts
Academy in Stamford, Ct. He later studied health and physical education at Syracuse and
Cornell Universities and Cortland State Normal School.
T. Harland “Doc” Evans

In May, 1912, Evans joined the New York National Guard in Rochester where he was then
living. In July, 1916, Evans left for service on the Mexican Border with the 2nd Ambulance Co
(later the 106th) from Rochester. He already held the rank of Sergeant First Class.
Shortly after Memorial Day, 1917, the local Home Defense unit held a field training day at
Seneca Point. There, Evans helped recruit a small group of young men from Canandaigua into
the 106th Ambulance Co. In August the local recruits joined the rest of the 27th Division in their
training camp at Spartanburg, SC.
On June 30, 1918 the men of the 106th Ambulance Co. sailed on the transport ship, “Huron,”
formerly a German liner. Assigned to support their American division and two British divisions
along the Ypres River front, Evans and his company entered the trench lines. As a reunion
report in the Daily Messenger reported on January 16, 1935, “It was [there] that the Canandaigua
members of the 106th Ambulance Company spent 32 days in the line without relief, emerging
with their first knowledge of savage slaughter, hunger and fatigue, pain and death, mud and
dreary rains. They had been to war.”
Their later service supporting the massive attack of the 27th Division on the Hindenburg line
would be even more dangerous and demanding. Australian, British, French and American troops
participated in the attack. 1,637 guns shelled a 10,000-yard-long front. In the last 24 hours the
British artillery fired a record 945,052 shells. The Germans responded savagely making a great
deal of work for the 106th Ambulance Co.

Sergeant Evans served overseas with his company from June, 1918 to March, 1919 when he
returned to the US and was discharged. After the war, Evans became a teacher, coach, and
athletic director. He joined the Canandaigua Academy faculty in 1919. By 1930, it had become
common to call Evans “Doc,” in recognition of his service in the 106th Ambulance Co. For some
time, “Doc” Evans was the sole physical education teacher at Canandaigua Academy. He was
also a pioneer in developing Section V competition. Evans coached soccer, tennis, crosscountry, basketball, baseball, track and swimming. He also served as drill master of the
Academy marching band after it entered several state and national competitions in the 1930s. In
later years, “Doc” was also Vice Principal of Canandaigua Academy. “Doc’s” school career
stretched to more than 33 years. After he retired in 1952, the Board of Education named the new
playing field on Fort Hill Ave. “Evans Field” in recognition of his service to the school district.
T. Harland Evans served his community is other ways as well. He was especially active in
veterans’ affairs. Evans joined the new American Legion as soon as a local post was formed.
Over the years he held every office in Post #256 and the County Legion organization. He was
also Seventh District Legion Commander and Vice Commander of the state Legion organization
for two terms.
For three years Evans was Police
Commissioner for Canandaigua, and later
was made President of the Board of
Health and Public Safety. He was a
trustee of the First Congregational
Church; a Past Master of the local
Masonic Lodge; President of the
Canandaigua Country Club; and a
member of the Merrill Hose Co.
“Doc” Evans’ gravestone. Woodlawn Cemetery

Thomas Harland Evans died at his home
on Fort Hill Ave. on November 1, 1952.
He is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery

(Sec.20).
A Note on Sources:
“Doc” Evans was covered extensively in local newspapers as a result of his work with the
American Legion and his coaching. His military service summaries are available from
Ancestry.com.

A Very Brave Man--Twice
Orrie A. Clark
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

When he was drafted in 1918, Orrie A. Clark was a
natural born citizen born in Phelps and working as a
laborer for the Town of Phelps. He was 25 years old.
Clark’s service summary indicates that he was living in
Geneva during the war.
He was inducted at
Canandaigua in Feb. 1918. After training at Camp
Devens, MA and Camp Upton, Long Island, Clark was
assigned to the 307th Infantry Regiment (77th Div.).
The 77th Division was part of the National Army
composed of “volunteers,” mostly draftees, from New
York State.

Distinguished Service Cross. World War
I. With oak leaf cluster on the ribbon
indicating a second award.

Orrie Clark served overseas from April 1918 through April 1919. His service summary doesn’t
say much. Miraculously, considering Clark’s actions in the last two months before the armistice,
he received no wounds during his service in France. His service summary card, however, has
one very significant comment on its bottom line, “Awarded DSC with oak leaf cluster.” That
simple statement indicates that Orrie Clark received the second highest award for valor--twice!
The US Department of Defense now maintains an on-line database of Military Awards for Valor
presented by each of the armed forces. The US Army has posted Orrie A. Clark’s Distinguished
Service Cross citations on that site and they tell us a great deal about his combat experience and
his valor. Clark earned these citations just thirty days apart!
Date of Action: September 5, 1918
The Distinguished Service Cross is presented to Orrie A.
Clark, Private First Class, U.S. Army, for extraordinary
heroism in action near Fismes, France, September 5, 1918.
Private Clark volunteered and carried a message from his
platoon commander to a squad leader, through continuous
shell and machine-gun fire, and was thereby the means of
saving the lives of six men of the squad.

On September 17, 1918 the Democrat & Chronicle reported that Orrie Clark had been reported
missing in Action. Later reports indicated that he was a prisoner of the Germans for a short time.

That experience was followed by an action that resulted in another award of the Distinguished
Service Cross.
Date of Action: October 5, 1918
The Distinguished Service Cross is presented to Orrie A. Clark,
Private First Class, U.S. Army, for extraordinary heroism in
action on Hill 273 in the Forest of Argonne, France, October
5, 1918. When an officer called for volunteers to cut an
opening in a thick barbed wire entanglement, Private Clark
unhesitatingly responded and under the enemy's rifle fire and
cross fire from two machine-guns, worked for more than an
hour at cutting the wire, desisting only when ordered to do so
by his officers. He then returned to his organization through
the enemy's artillery barrage.

In May, 1919 Orrie Clark was discharged from the army and returned home.
Clark eventually moved to the City of Canandaigua where he spent many years working for the
Lisk Manufacturing Co. His home was on Gorham St. right across from the factory where he
worked. Clark and his wife had eight children. One son, Earnest W. Clark, was a soldier in
World War II who was wounded and decorated fighting Germany a second time.
When Orrie A. Clark died he was laid to rest
in Pine Bank Cemetery on the outskirts of
Cheshire. There, he joined his wife who had
died five years earlier.
Clark’s simple grave marker is not a
government stone. There is nothing on his
grave to say that he was a veteran, much less
among the bravest of World War I.

Clark’s grave stone. Pine Bank Cemetery. Cheshire.

A Note on Sources:
Orrie Clark’s draft and service summary cards are available on the Internet through
Ancestry.com. Details of Clark’s life after the war can be found in census records available at
Ancestry and at the Ontario County Department of Records and Archives (RAIMS). Clark’s
Distinguished Service Cross citations are available on the US Dept. of Defense website.

Two Wars; Two Services;
50 Years of Medicine
Harrison F. Ward
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Harrison Ward was certainly a dedicated man; to his
country and to his profession. As a young man he
enlisted in the US Naval Reserve Force shortly after
the United States declared war in 1917. Ward’s
service summary card indicates that he lived in
Brooklyn. In May 1917 Ward was 24 years old. At
first, he served at the Naval Air Station at Rockaway
Pictorial history, Twenty-Seventh Division,
Beach, NY. Later Ward was stationed at the Naval
United States Army, 1940-1941
Aviation Detachment at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. A Pharmacists Mate when he enlisted,
Ward was later a Machinists Mate and finally a Chief Quartermaster. That was quite a climb

US Naval Air Station Rockaway Beach, Queens, New York. 1917.
File:NAS Rockaway 1917 NAN12-67.jpg. Available on Wikimedia Commons.

through the enlisted ranks in less than two years. He was released from active duty in Nov.
1918, a few weeks after the armistice.
Patriotic service in the military must have appealed to Harrison Ward. A decade later (1928),
when he was practicing medicine at Rochester General Hospital, ward volunteered for service as
a medical officer in 102nd Medical Regiment of the New York National Guard in Rochester.
Ward continued his National Guard service through the 1930s and in 1940, at the age of 48, he
was called to active duty when the Guard was activated by President Franklin Roosevelt. By
then, Harrison Ward was a Major in the Army. By December, 1940, Major Ward had moved
from the 102nd Medical Battalion and was the Medical Inspector of the entire 27th Division. The
27th Division returned home from a year at Ft. McClellan, AL in October 1941.
After the attack on Pearl Harbor and the Declaration of War on December 8, 1941, Major Ward
was again called to active duty and was deployed to Hawaii with the 27th Division. After nearly
a year there, he was further deployed to the New Hebrides islands near Australia. By the time he
returned to New York State, Ward had been promoted to Lt. Colonel. He had spent more than
30 months overseas in the Pacific Theatre of Operations. He was reassigned and served until the
end of World War II. Then, he returned to his medical practice at Rochester General Hospital.
Harrison Ward had a home on the West
Lake Rd. near Honeoye. He previously
lived several places in the Rochester area.
Ward was 90 years old when he died at his
home in Honeoye. He lived a full life of
service to his community and his nation for
nearly nine decades.
Harrison F. Ward’s funeral was held at the
United Church of Christ in Honeoye and he
was buried in Lakeview Cemetery, not far
from his home.
A Note on Sources:

Lt. Col. Ward’s grave marker is nearly hidden by
shrubbery in Lakeview Cemetery.

The basic information for Dr. Ward’s service in World War I is available from his service
summary card. That scanned document can be accessed through Ancestry.com. Details of his
National Guard service and duty during World War II can be found in several newspaper articles
in starting in 1928. His obituary, published in the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle (Dec. 2,
1982) provides extensive information.

Once the Only Woman
Patient at the VA
Camilla B. Sale
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

A pioneer in the education and employment of women,
Camilla Sale was a pioneer to the end of her days. She
was born Aug. 1, 1880, the daughter of Albert A. and
Adelia M. Sale of Victor. Growing up in what was then
still a farming community, Sale must have had a love of
learning and a personal desire to have a career outside a
home.
In 1911, she graduated from the F. F. Thompson
Hospital School of Nursing as part of their second class.
Camilla Sale’s graduation picture. F.F.
It was a time of rapid changes in the field of medicine,
Thompson School of Nursing.
nursing in particular. At the turn of the 20th Century, the
idea that Nurses should undergo a rigorous training program and became “registered” was a new
and controversial concept. The nursing profession was just developing and New York State
became one of the first states to designate professional trained nurses as “RNs.” One of them
was Camilla B. Sale.
She subsequently served on hospital nursing staffs in Canandaigua,
Dunkirk and New York City.
A few years after her graduation from Thompson Hospital School of Nursing, Sale also became a
Red Cross nurse and a Reserve Nurse for the US Army. She was working at Rochester
Homeopathic Hospital when she entered the Army Nurse Corps in 1916.
On July 25, 1917, the Ontario County Times reported that six Canandaigua nurses had
volunteered for war service and were awaiting overseas orders. They included Elizabeth Weber;
Caroline E. Nicholson; Margaret F. Bradley; Camilla Sale; Mary G. Savage; and Ida Hibbard.
Another nurse, Grace E Stoek, was already serving on the Mexican Border for over a year and a
half. All of them were graduates of the Thompson Hospital School of Nursing.
Sale was finally called to active duty in the Army on May 3, 1918. Assigned to Base Hospital
#19, formed in Rochester around the staff of what became Rochester General Hospital, Camilla
Sale reported to the hospital at the Port of Embarkation at Hoboken, NJ. On June 4, 1918,
together with many other nurses and staff of Base Hospital #19, Sale boarded the transport ship,
“Baltic,” headed to the battle front in France.
Base Hospital #19 was set up in the old city of Vichy, just a few kilometers from the front line
trenches. It occupied five hotels leased by the US government for the purpose. In the last few

months of the war, especially during the Meuse-Argonne
campaign, Base Hospital #19 saw its patient load spike.

While, the Armistice of November 11, drastically reduced
the number of battle casualties coming to the hospital, a
new threat loomed large for Nurse Sale and the hospital
staff; the influenza epidemic of 1918.
When Camilla Sale returned to her hometown in 1919 she
was met with a warm welcome as she was paraded through
the village.
From 1924, when Strong Memorial Hospital opened, to
1938 Sale served as the head nurse in one of the wards
there. After that, Sale worked as a private duty nurse until
her retirement in 1945, finally returning to live at her family
home on East Main St. in the Village of Victor.
From history of Base Hosp. #19

Camilla Sale was a member of the Florence Nightingale
American Legion Post #709 formed by women (mostly nurses) in Rochester in 1919. She also
became a member of the Auxiliary Unit of the James
Cook American Legion Post in Victor. She was
active in the community serving as first president of
the Victor Senior Citizens Club (1962) and the
Presbyterian Church.
At the age of 88, Camilla Sale entered the Veteran’s
Hospital in Canandaigua. At the time she was the
only female patient, often called the “Queen” by the
staff. She passed away there on February 24, 1973.
Camilla Sale’s veteran’s headstone can be found in
Boughton Hill Cemetery in the Town of Victor.
A Note on Sources:

Sale’s veteran’s headstone.
Boughton Hill Cemetery, Victor.

The basic information for Camilla Sale’s service in World War I is available from her service
summary card and several other documents, including the passenger list of the ship “Baltic.”
Those scanned documents can be accessed through Ancestry.com. Details of the work of Base
Hospital #19, including many pictures, can be found in the history of that unit published by the
Rochester Historical Society in 1924 and a subsequently more detailed history available on line.
Many newspaper articles published information about her over the years. Sale’s extensive
obituary, published in the Ontario County Times-Journal (Mar. 2, 1973) provides extensive
information, as well.

Never Too Old to Serve
Dr. Michael E Costello
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

The information carved into Dr. Michael
Costello’s small granite monument almost
seems contradictory.
“1st Lt Medical
Corps. World War I. [Born] July 8, 1869.
Postcard view of Plattsburgh Barracks HQ
“Surely there must be an error,” you might
think as you pass by his grave in St. Mary’s
Cemetery outside Honeoye. The documents, however, show that Dr. Costello must have had a
deep sense of patriotism. At the age of 49, he accepted a commission as an officer; a junior
officer at that; in the US Army Medical Corps!
Raised in the Town of Canadice by Irish immigrant parents, Dr. Costello wanted to be a teacher
early on. For that reason, he attended Geneseo State Normal School (SUNY Geneseo) (1893-94)
and taught in area schools for several years. At the age of 30 Costello married.
In his thirties, Costello turned to the field of medicine as a career. In that era of medical reform
movements, he decided to attend one of the early professional medical schools. In 1902 Costello
graduated from the George Washington Medical School of Columbian University (now George
Washington University) in Washington, DC. The following year, he returned to the Finger
Lakes when he was appointed “Medical Interne” at the Willard Asylum. Shortly afterward Dr.
Costello purchased land in the Town of Potter and focused his practice on the Branchport area.
We don’t know what prompted Dr. Costello to volunteer for service with the Army Medical
Department during the World War. He apparently didn’t worry much about his age. He had
spent much of his life taking his time with education and building a career.
While Dr. Costello did not serve overseas during World War I, he served in some critical
positions. At first he was sent to Plattsburg Barracks, NY, the site of an important officer
training camp and a military installation that dated to the years before the War of 1812. From
there he was transferred to Washington, DC, and General Hospital #30 at Camp Meade,
Maryland. At Camp Meade, Costello was part of a group of doctors battling the worsening
Influenza epidemic. In December, 1918, Costello was released from active duty at the start of the
massive demobilization after the armistice.

Returning to his home in Yates County after the war,
Costello resumed his practice of medicine. For some
years, he was the physician for the Yates County
Home. He also served as doctor for the Yates
County Jail; the Health Officer for the Town of
Jerusalem; and medical advisor for the Yates County
Welfare Department. He was still performing those
duties when he died in 1950! He also served as
Yates County Coroner for several terms. At the time
of his death at Clifton Springs Sanitarium, Costello
still had offices in both Penn Yan and Branchport.
A Note on Sources:
St. Mary’s Cemetery. Town of Richmond

Basic information about Michael E. Costello’s life
and service can be found in his service summary and his government headstone application,
available from the state and National Archives through Ancestry.com. Regional newspapers,
many of which are in on-line databases, have a wide variety of articles that mention him. In
addition, on-line archives have digitized documents relating to his education and career.

“Greater Love Hath No Man”
Samuel Lemma;
First to Die from Canandaigua
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.” That statement from John
15:13 in the King James Version of the Bible is the very
best summary of Samuel Lemma’s service in World
War I. It could have served as his citation for the
Distinguished Service Cross.
Portrait of Samuel Lemma.
Samuel Lemma was born in Italy (1888) and came to
the United States at the age of 12. In due time he
became a naturalized citizen. A fact he reported on his draft registration.

Educated in Canandaigua schools, Lemma was part of a large immigrant family. According to
news stories published after his death, Lemma was “adopted” by a family named Brown who
lived on the West Lake Road. He was able to speak both English and Italian and as a young man
became an interpreter in the local court system. On the 1910 federal census, Lemma reported his
occupation as “detective” for the Excise Department. In 1912 he was appointed as a special
deputy by Sheriff Gooding for the purpose of “quelling disturbances among Italians.”
Military service must have appealed to Samuel Lemma. His portrait shows him wearing the
dress uniform of the New York National Guard. In fact, he reported to the draft board that he
had served six years. According to state records, Lemma enlisted in Co. C, 10th NY Inf. in 1911.
Lemma left Canandaigua with a large contingent of draftees on September 9, 1917. He trained at
Camp Dix, NJ for several months; was reassigned to Camp Green, NC; and was then deployed
overseas on Aril 6, 1918. Like many other New York draftees, Lemma was at first assigned to
the 307th Field Artillery, part of the 77th Division. At Camp Green, however, Lemma was
reassigned to the Medical Detachment of the 7th Infantry Regiment, a Regular Army unit, part of
the 3rd Division.
That division was heavily engaged early in American participation in the war. Lemma was
killed during what became known as the Aisne-Marne Offensive, a counter-attack against the
German Spring Offensive along the Aisne River in Eastern France. The battle began May 27
1918 with a bombardment of the American-Allied lines by 4000 German guns. Perhaps the best
known engagements, part of the larger battle, were fought at Château-Thierry and Belleau Wood.

Acting as what would later be called a “medic,” His valor performing that duty in aid of others is
today remembered by the Army Medical Department. Lemma’s posthumous citation for the
second highest award for bravery is recorded on their website. General Orders No. 22, W.D.,
1920 “The Distinguished Service Cross is presented to Samuel Lemma, Private, U.S. Army, for
extraordinary heroism in action in the Belleau Wood, France, June 18, 1918. After being
severely wounded in the leg, Private Lemma exposed himself to heavy machine-gun fire in order
to give medical attention to other wounded. His activities after being wounded caused a serious
hemorrhage, which resulted in his death from loss of blood.”
A telegram, received by Lemma’s family on July 16, 1918, brought the news of his death the
previous month. On August 6, the Democrat & Chronicle reported that a gold star honoring
Lemma had been added to the service flag of the Presbyterian Church (now the United Church)
in Canandaigua. It was reported that he had become a member of the Presbyterian Church
“years ago.”
When the government gave the next-of-kin the choice of
having those who died overseas interred in one of the new
American Cemeteries, or returned home, Samuel Lemma’s
family chose to have his body returned. They arranged for a
funeral mass was said at St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church
in Canandaigua on September 7, 1921.
Samuel Lemma’s monument in Calvary Cemetery,
Canandaigua, is barely waist high. The engraving was very
light making his name and a Latin inscription difficult to
read; “Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori.” Translated, the
inscription says, "It is sweet and proper to die for the
fatherland."
Lemma’s monument.
When the US Army opened a Reserve Center on Charlotte
Calvary Cemetery, Canandaigua
Street in Canandaigua (1961), it was named for two young
men. Each of them was the first local man to die in the
World Wars. One of them was Samuel Lemma whose portrait hung inside the entry way to the
Center. Shortly after the center closed, that portrait was presented to the Ontario County
Historical Society by one of Lemma’s descendants.

A Note on Sources:
The basic information for Samuel Lemma’s life and service can be found in a variety of local
newspapers and service documents now available from the National and State Archives on line at
Ancestry.com.

The Only Naples Soldier Killed In Action;
A Son of German Immigrants
Jacob Schaeffer
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Very few of the Ontario County service men who died in World
War I were killed in action. While the stories of those who died in
combat are all tragic, Jacob Schaeffer’s story is particularly
poignant.
According to his service summary card, Schaeffer was born in
Naples (March, 1893) and lived on Rhine Street, above the village,
Jacob Schaeffer
among the vineyards. His parents were both German immigrants.
Naples Record
His father, John, came from Bavaria and was reportedly one of the
Jun 8, 1921
first Germans to settle on Rhine Street. Soon after he arrived in
Naples John married a German girl, Anna Fried and they built a home on his vineyard lot. They
had five children, including Jacob. In 1912, Jacob’s father died suddenly. By 1915, 22-year-old
Jacob was listed on the state census as a vineyard worker. Like many immigrant families of that
time, the Schaeffers shortly found themselves sending their son to fight their former homeland.
On February 24, 1918, the draft board meeting in Canandaigua called Schaeffer for service in the
army. After initial training and classification at Camp Devens, Schaeffer was ordered to Camp
Upton and there assigned to Co. I, 307th Infantry Regiment,
part of the 77th Division. From there he went overseas on
April 7. The 77th Division was destined for some of the
hardest fighting on the Western Front. Its shoulder insignia
was the Statue of Liberty because the vast majority of its
soldiers were draftees from the state of New York.
Jacob Schaeffer died on August 25, 1918. According to
information published in the Ontario County Times (Sep. 25,
1918), another Naples soldier, Howard Boone, wrote a letter
saying that Schaeffer was taking supplies to the front when he
was hit on the head by a piece of shrapnel and killed instantly.

77th Division insignia

Like all those who died overseas from any cause, Schaeffer
was first interred in France the next day. In 1921, at his
mother’s request, Schaeffer’s body was returned to Naples for

burial. His remains were shipped from Antwerp, Belgium to Hoboken, NJ on the Transport
Ship, “Wheaton,” together with thousands of his comrades. From there his casket was probably
delivered to Naples on the Lehigh Valley Rail Road and taken up the hill to his mother’s home.
During World War I, men and women entering the military services were given the opportunity
to take out “war risk” life insurance with a low premium through the Treasury Department. It
was also possible for soldiers to buy supplemental policies from private insurers. One of the
most active of those insurance companies was The John Hancock Life Insurance Company. The
Rushville Chronicle and Gorham New Age reported (Oct. 4, 1918) that the Hancock company
had just settled a claim on the life of Jacob Schaeffer—“the first policy that this company has
been called upon to settle for a death overseas.” The settlement was undoubtedly important to a
widow who had just lost a son.
When fifteen veterans in Schaeffer’s community decided to form an American Legion post in
Naples they chose to name it for the local young man who was killed in action. The post was
chartered in January, 1920, even before its
namesake had been returned to his hometown.
When Pvt. Jacob Schaeffer was finally buried in
Rose Ridge Cemetery, overlooking the village, the
Jacob Schaeffer Post of the American Legion
played a prominent role in Schaeffer’s second
funeral.

Jacob Schaeffer’s grave.
Rose Ridge Cemetery, Naples.

There are two interesting facts about Camp Upton
that Jacob Schaeffer never knew. Popular songwriter, Irving Berlin, also trained there. It was
there that Berlin wrote “God Bless America,” but
did not release it until 1938. Years later, the camp
site became the site of Brookhaven National
Laboratory, run by the Atomic Energy
Commission.

A Note on Sources:
The basic information for Schaeffer’s service is available on-line from the state and National
Archives. Many details not covered in service documents can be gleaned from newspapers
published in Naples, in particular and available at the OCHS museum. The comprehensive
history of the 77th Division, published soon after the war, offers images, maps, and text detailing
the battles and campaigns of the 307th Infantry Regiment.

“Every Inch a Soldier”
Howard Helfer
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Howard Helfer was born in South Bristol on August
10, 1896. He was the son of John and Edna
Hughson Helfer. After he graduated from Naples
High School, Helfer attended the University of
Michigan, at Ann Arbor. He completed three years
at Michigan and then gave up a promising career to
go to war.
Helfer enlisted in the Regular Army at Columbus
Barracks, Ohio on Dec. 7, 1917. He had just passed
his 21st birthday three months earlier and had to get
a medical waiver because he was under-weight for
Howard Helfer
his height. Helfer received his training at Camp
Ontario County Historical Society
Greene, NC and Newport News, VA. He deployed
Collection
to France on Apr. 15, 1918 aboard the transport
ship, “Great Northern.” Assigned to the 3rd Division, 4th Infantry Regiment, Helfer saw what the
Ontario County Times (Jul. 27, 1921) called, “considerable fighting.” Before the armistice, his
regiment would earn six battle stars for the Victory Medal that eventually came to his mother;
Aisne; Champaign-Marne; Aisne-Marne; St. Mihiel; Meuse-Argonne; and Defense Sector.
In mid-summer, 1918, the 3rd Division, including the 4th Regiment, earned a distinction that is
still honored a century later. On July 14,
1918, the division was participating in the
Aisne-Marne Offensive. The division was
protecting Paris and holding a position on the
banks of the Marne River. While surrounding
units retreated, the 3rd Division, including the
4th, 30th and 38th Infantry Regiments,
remained steadfast throughout that Second
Battle of the Marne.
Their determined
defense earned the 3rd Division a nickname
by which it is still known, "Rock of the
Howard Helfer’s grave.
Woodlawn Cemetery, Canandaigua.
Marne".

Leading a squad in an advance
against the Germans during the
Meuse-Argonne Offensive a few
months later, Helfer was severely
wounded on October 4. Taken to
Evacuation Hospital #4, Helfer died
October 18.
He was buried by the Red Cross at
the American Military Cemetery at
Fontaine Routon, France. Howard
Helfer’s commanding officer later
wrote a letter to his mother saying
that “He was an excellent patrol
officer, quiet, brave and considerate,
and his splendid gallantry won the
Poster produced by the US Army in 1953.
admiration of his comrades.” The
letter continued, saying that “He
seemed to be especially talented for this kind of work…there was not a minute of the time that
anything but the very highest type of the ‘every inch a soldier’ was displayed.”
At the time of his death, Cpl. Helfer had displayed his patriotism in an unusual way that brought
his name into headlines as far away as Syracuse. He had increased his allotment to his family to
nearly the entire amount of his pay. Helfer asked his family to invest the entire allotment in war
bonds. His wishes were published on October 7, 1918, shortly before he died!
At his parents’ request, Howard Helfer’s body was returned to the United States in 1921. He
was taken to Woodlawn Cemetery in Canandaigua, where his parents were then living, on July
26, 1921 and buried with full military honors carried out by members of the American Legion
posts of Canandaigua and Naples. Unlike many of his comrades, Helfer’s grave stone provides a
comprehensive summary of his combat service.
One of Cpl. Helfer’s survivors was a sister, Edith, who later became one of the legendary
teachers in the Canandaigua schools for half a century.
A Note on Sources:
Howard Helfer’s life was all too brief. However, the basic facts of his education and military
service can be documented from a few newspaper articles published during his service and after
his death. His service summary card from the National Archives is available on the Internet
from Ancestry.com. A variety of military history references are likewise available and provide
information about the service of the 3rd Division during World War I.

Service in Two Centuries
Joseph H. Robinson
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Joseph H Robinson, born in Canandaigua November 26, 1883,
was not quite 17 years old when he first enlisted in state
service with the 74th Regiment, New York National Guard in
Buffalo. That was in 1899 when the war with Spain was just
concluding in Cuba and Puerto Rico. Since he was only in
state service, and did not serve on active duty then, he can’t be
called a veteran of the Spanish-American War.

25-year gold medal for Long &
Faithful Service in the New
York National Guard. Like the
medal awarded to then Maj.
Robinson in 1927.

Robinson apparently found the Guard to his liking since he reenlisted in 1915. In 1916, Robinson received a lieutenant’s
commission from the governor. Through war and peace, for almost 40 years, Joseph Robinson
would remain with the Guard; the 74th Regiment in Buffalo; and the 174th Infantry Regiment that
that regiment became during World War I.
On Jun. 19, 1916 orders came from the President and the governor for the National Guard of
New York to prepare for deployment to the Mexican border with Texas and New Mexico. The
74th Regiment was one of the Buffalo units summoned to help suppress unrest on the border and
protect Americans against further forays by “Pancho” Villa and other revolutionaries. The men
of the 74th left Buffalo on Jul. 5, 1916. Forty-five officers and 649 enlisted men served with the
regiment. It took them five days to arrive by train at their duty station at McAllen, TX. The
Mexican crisis began to demand less attention than the looming crisis in Europe and would
shortly engulf the US. Consequently, Robinson and the 74th Regiment returned to Buffalo and
were relieved from active duty on Feb. 14, 1917. It has always been accepted that another reason
for the deployment of thousands of National Guard troops to the Mexican border was the need
for a training and evaluation mission in preparation for deployment to Europe.
On Aug. 6, 1917, Robinson and the 74th Regiment was once more called to active duty with the
US Army as the 174th Infantry Regiment of the newly constituted 27th Division. On Oct.1, 1917,
approximately 1,600 men from the 174th Infantry, including Joseph Robinson, were transferred
to the 108th Infantry while they were still in training at Camp Wadsworth, SC.
Robinson and his regiment arrived in France in September, 1918. They returned to the United
States, and were deactivated on 8 February 1919 at Camp Hill, VA. They regained the title of
74th New York Infantry on April 22, 1919 but were once again re-designated the 174th Regiment
in the National Guard in 1921.

According to
Robinson’s service
summary, he served overseas from May
1918-Mar. 1919 and was engaged in the
Somme Offensive and the Ypres-Lys
campaigns. He was discharged in Mar.
1919.

74th Regiment Armory. Buffalo.

All through the 1920s and ‘30s, Joseph
Robinson rose through the ranks and
continued to serve in the Guard. On Feb.
25, 1927, the Buffalo Evening News
published a picture of Robinson receiving
the New York State Long and Faithful

Service Medal for 25 years in the 174th Regiment.
On Sep. 16, 1940, the regiment was again inducted into federal service after a Presidential
proclamation of National Emergency. Newspaper articles detailing the call-up of the 174th
Regiment. mention that then Lt. Col. Robinson was one of the few officers who had served in
World War I.
This time Robinson’s age prevented him from going to war with his beloved regiment again.
News articles mention several discharges, mostly for age and medical issues related to the 174th
Regiment. One them states that Lt. Col. Robinson had been discharged due to the findings of a
medical board. (He was 57 years old and World War II was raging in Europe and Asia.). He
would not serve on active again. The statement on his grave stone indicating service in World
War II and Korea undoubtedly reflect the fact that he retired from the National Guard after a
1949 law permitted that. As a retired, he was considered to be still serving until his death.
Joseph H. Robinson died on April 15, 1966. He
was laid to rest in the Rushville Village
Cemetery; long absent, but a true son of Ontario
County who had served his state and his nation
in two centuries.
A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Joseph Robinson’s service can
Robinson’s grave in Rushville Village Cemetery.
be found in his service summary available at
Ancestry.com. More can be found in regimental
histories and from the sources available from the NY State Division of Military and Naval
Affairs. Buffalo newspapers published a great deal about the 74th Regiment, as well.

Soldier, Patriot, Educator
Conrad C. Muehe
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Ontario County has always had a strong association with
Pennsylvania. A century ago, more than a few of our
World War I veterans began their lives; their careers; and
their military service in the Keystone State. One of them
was Conrad Muehe. It is fitting, then, that he spent many
of his later years living in the hamlet of Stanley; an
important station on the Pennsylvania Railroad.
On his 1917 draft registration card, Conrad Muehe stated
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle
Jun. 1, 1940
that he was born in Lancaster, PA in 1894. He was living
there when American entered the conflict. Already, he was
attending a volunteer officer training camp at Ft. Niagara, NY. That fall he was appointed
Military Instructor at Nazareth Hall Military Academy in Nazareth, PA (near Bethlehem).
Muehe was a recent graduate of Franklin and Marshall College.
His service summary shows that Muehe was drafted in Lancaster, PA on April 29, 1918. He
served in several training battalions at Camp Lee, VA until September, 1918. In mid-September
he was sent to the Officer Training School where he served until his discharge in January, 1919.
The war ended before Muehe could serve overseas.

Conrad Muehe completed his education and then served as Principal of two high schools
(Mohnton and Biglerville) in Pennsylvania before arriving in Naples in 1925. There he served as
Principal until 1929 while also coaching and taking a leadership role in the American Legion
post. He moved to Stanley in 1929 and served as District Superintendent for several small
school districts in Ontario County until he retired. He was responsible for the centralization of
the Seneca-Gorham school district in 1930 as well as the Bloomfield schools in 1938. Muehe
was also worked with the Canandaigua schools when they were centralized, eliminating 18 rural
districts, in 1953. During the final years of Muehe’s career he was working with the officials
responsible for combining the Seneca-Gorham-Potter Central School District with the Middlesex
Valley Central School to form the Marcus Whitman district.
Muehe continued to serve many of the communities in which he lived or worked. He was a
news correspondent for the Gannett newspapers of Rochester. He was also a life member of the
Stanley fire department; a member of the Canandaigua Rotary Club; the American Legion post
in Naples; the First Congregational Church of Canandaigua; and the Masonic Lodge of
Lancaster, PA. For many years Conrad Muehe served as a Scoutmaster and committeeman for
the Naples and Stanley Boy Scout troops.
Like many veterans of the First World War,
Conrad Muehe lived to see his son, Robert,
serve in the Army during World War II.
Later a County Judge, Robert Muehe was
captured by the Germans in the bitter winter
fighting around Aachen and became a
Prisoner of War in late November, 1944.
Muehe died in St. Petersburg, FL on Jan. 19,
1969. He had been District Superintendent of
Conrad Muehe’s grave stone in New Gorham
Schools in Ontario County for 31 years until
Cemetery.
his retirement in 1960. No one did more to
shape local education in the 20th Century than
Conrad Muehe. He was laid to rest in the New Gorham Cemetery, surrounded by friends and
neighbors to whom he had devoted more than half his life.
A Note on Sources:
Information about Conrad Muehe’s military service can be found on his service summary card,
made available on Ancestry.com by Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. As a
district school administrator, and community leader, Muehe was featured in news reports
throughout his career and many of the facts of his life can be gleaned from those reports.

Heroic Friend of Sgt. York
Murrray L. Savage
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Murray Savage’s name is remembered in the name of the
Bloomfield-Savage Post #970, American Legion, in East
Bloomfield. Savage was born in the Town of Richmond
and was living near Bristol Center, working on his brotherin-law’s farm, at the time he was drafted by the board in
Canandaigua in September, 1917. He was almost 25 years
old and was in the second contingent of draftees to leave
Canandaigua. Savage was sent to Camp Dix, NJ and from
there to Camp Gordon, GA. From there, Savage next went
to Camp Upton, Long Island and then overseas.

Murray
Savage
portrait
published
in
American
History magazine.
Oct.
2018.

First assigned to Battery E, 307th Field Artillery, 78th
Division, Savage was later assigned to the 328th Inf. Regiment, part of the 82nd Division. Known
as the “All American” Division, its new shoulder sleeve insignia featured the letters “AA.” Men
assigned to the 82nd Division came from all 48 states. He was promoted to Corporal in August,
1918. It was in the 82nd Division that Murray Savage became a friend of Alvin York. They
shared a deep spirituality and a scriptural
aversion to war which often made them
outsiders among their fellow soldiers.
By September, 1918, the 328th Regiment
was engaged in the massive final battle
of the war, the Meuse-Argonne
Offensive. Casualties were heavy in the
extended battle that continued until the
armistice.

Memorial rock dedicated to the members of the
328th Inf. Regt. Ft. Bragg, NC. 1919. Image
from the NCPedia website.

Savage’s company found itself in a
deadly cross-fire by German machine
guns and artillery. Half of the men in
Savage’s battalion were killed or
wounded in a shortly after their attack
began on Hill 223, Oct. 8, 1918.

The acting company commander of “G” company ordered Alvin York, Murray Savage, and 14
other men to find and turn the flank of the German gun emplacements. When the squad engaged
the German occupants of the machine gun command post, a nearby German gun crew fired into
the melee and Murray Savage died from that machine gun burst.
Alvin York survived the action unscathed. His gallantry (killing 20 Germans and capturing 132,
nearly single-handed) quickly resulted in a recommendation for the Medal of Honor. The story
of the action has become the stuff of legend, and of a movie released in 1941 starring Gary
Cooper (Sgt. York). It was all made possible, at great cost and in no small part by Murray
Savage and his fellow soldiers.
The 82nd Division, in which Murray Savage served, was incorporated into the Regular Army in
1942 after 21 years as part of the Organized Reserve. Since that time, it has been known as the
82nd Airborne Division.
In reporting his death, the Ontario County
Times reported that Savage “was a general
favorite and his home coming was looked
forward to with pleasure by his friends… His
letters…were always full of cheer...”
Murray Savage was initially buried in a
temporary military cemetery.
After the
American Battle Monuments Commission
was created in 1923, Savage was reburied in
the permanent Meuse-Argonne American
Memorial stone on the Savage family
Cemetery. In 1929, Mrs. Eliza Savage,
plot in Lakeview Cemetery, Honeoye.
Murray’s mother, accepted a government
offer and accompanied a large group of Gold
Star Mothers on a pilgrimage to the foreign grave of her gallant son.
A Note on Sources:
Information about Murray Savage is found on his service summary card now available through
Ancestry.com. The details of his life and death were covered by several local papers. The
feature story in the Oct., 2018 issue of American History magazine focused on Savage’s death,
Sgt. Alvin York, and their friendship. The article included details about the spirituality that
Savage shared with York. The Ontario County Times published details of Savage’s life and
death on page 1 of the issue of Dec. 18, 1918. Other papers later reported the efforts of local
veterans to honor Murray Savage who is also remembered on the Internet site of the American
Battle Monuments Commission.

“In Five Battles; Dies of Accident”
Howard F. Widmer
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

The headline in the Naples Record stated the irony of
Howard Widmer’s death; “In Five Battles; Dies of
Accident.” A soldier from a prominent local family had
survived the last major battles on the Western Front and
died in a traffic accident! We often forget that the enemy is
only one of the dangers faced by our troops.
Howard Widmer was born in Naples on Jun. 6, 1896. He
grew up there and attended Naples High School. He was a
member of the Naples Presbyterian Church, and “a young
man of promise,” as the Ontario County Journal said after
his death. The Widmers were of German-Swiss ancestry,
like many others in the grape country, and the war was
difficult for many of them. Howard’s grandparents were
born in Europe.

Image of Howard Widmer
from Mary Kay Shea on
Ancestry.com.

About 1915, Howard Widmer moved to
Essex County, NJ with his mother. By then
she was Mrs. James E. Grant of the City of
Elizabeth. On Apr. 7, 1916, a year before
the American declaration of war, Howard
Widmer entered the Regular Army at Fort
Slocum, NY. First assigned to the Coast
Artillery, he was posted to Fort
Constitution, NH.

Coastal gun at Ft. Constitution, NH.
Image courtesy US Army Signal Corps.

On Nov. 7, 1916, Widmer was posted to Ft.
Sam Houston, TX. There he was assigned
duties as a driver in the Motor Transport
Service, Truck No. 10. He served in Texas
throughout the Mexican Border trouble.

When Motor Truck No. 10, later Company D, Second Supply Train, 2nd Division was organized
on Oct. 1, 1917, Widmer was transferred to that unit. He served with Company D through all the
operations of the 2nd Division including occupation duty.

Widmer shipped out to France, with a period of training in
Britain, on Jan. 8, 1918. The 2nd Division left from Camp
Merritt, NJ, one of the camps around the Hoboken Port of
Embarkation. Widmer arrived in Liverpool, England from New
York, via Halifax, on the Cunard liner “Aurania.” With nine
men billeted in his “stateroom” it was not a luxury cruise.
After some training with French and British troops, the 2nd
Division, including two brigades of Marines, deployed to
France to stem a German advance on Paris. Over the next ten
months, the 2nd Division fought the Battles of Chateau Thierry,
Soissons, St. Mihiel, Blanc Mont Ridge, and the MeuseArgonne.

World War I Shoulder sleeve
insignia of the 2nd Division.

After the armistice on November 11, 1918, the allied armies moved into the Rhine River valley
in western Germany. The collapse of German government; famine; influenza epidemic; and
rapid movement of American forces into the occupied Rhineland all called for continued
expansion of motorized transport. That, in turn, resulted in more frequent accidents.
On Mar. 17, 1919, Howard Widmer, survivor of
five major battles, was the victim of a traffic
accident. A military funeral took place the next
day in the American cemetery established at
Coblenz, Germany.

Widmer’s grave stone in Rose Ridge Cemetery

In due time, Widmer’s family requested that his
body be returned to Naples. In July, 1920,
Widmer returned on the US Transport Ship,
“Princess Matoika,” together with thousands of
his comrades. He was then returned to Naples.

A Note on Sources:
Information about Howard Widmer can be found in newspaper accounts of his service and his
death. A detailed report was published in the 2nd Division newsletter, “The Indian,” available
on-line. A brief summary of his battle participation was filed by his family with the Town of
Naples after the war. That, and the manifests of the two ships that took him to France, are now
available on Ancestry.com.

From the Mexican Border to the
Western Front, the Wild Blue
Yonder, and the 40 & 8
Harvey W. Padelford
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Born in Niagara Falls, There, where many experiments with
alternating current took place, Padelford became an
electrician by trade. .
He enlisted in the state guard at Niagara Falls in Jan 1916,
more than a year before World War I. In June he mustered
with his unit into the National Guard troops detailed to the
Mexican border, returning to Buffalo in Oct. 1916.
When the US entered World War I. Padelford enlisted in the
Regular Army at Columbus Barracks, OH on Apr. 21, 1917,
less than two weeks after the declaration of war. He was
sent to Kelly Field, TX where he was assigned to the 660th
Aero Squadron. He trained with them and deployed with
them to France in May 1918.

Democrat & Chronicle
Jun. 16, 1953

Padelford and his squadron sailed from New York on the transport ship, “Rochambeau.” They
were overseas for a year and Padelford returned with the squadron on the transport ship, SS
“Giuseppe Verdi” sailing from Marseilles on the Mediterranean coast. Considering his later
interest in the Society of the 40 & 8, it is ironic that he probably spent quite some time aboard
the French livestock cars that gave the society its name. He was discharged in May 1919 upon
his return to America. He had risen to the rank of Quartermaster Sergeant of the squadron.
After the war, Padelford moved to Canandaigua where his mother lived. His family had a farm
in the north part of town on the road that still bears their name. When an American Legion post
was organized in Canandaigua, Padelford was a charter member in 1919. In 1924, he moved to
Rochester and joined a post in that city. It was there, in 1936, that Harvey Padelford took an
interest in the Society of the 40 & 8.
The Society of the 40 & 8 (Officially, La Société des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux.) began
as a fraternity within the American Legion. It took its name from the signs prominently
displayed on the French railroad cars used to transport troops and horses to the front lines;

translated they read, “40 men/8
horses.”
In the beginning, the
meetings were all conducted in
French.
In the decades after the war, Harvey
Padelford married and became
chauffeur for George Eastman until
industrialist’s death. Padelford was
later chauffeur for Dr. Rush Rhees
and Dr. Alan Valentine, both
presidents of the University of
Rochester.
A typical “40 & 8” car used to transport troops on the French
Padelford’s desire to serve his state
railroads. Image from Leyden-Chiles-Wickersham Post 1,
and nation was still keen as World
American Legion.
War II began in Europe and Asia. In
1940, while he was living in Rochester, Padelford enlisted in the 21st Regt., New York Guard,
the state-only reserve of the National Guard. He served with the New York Guard on local
security duties until 1944 when he was commissioned as an officer in the state guard.

Harvey Padelford died in 1953. He was buried in historic South Farmington Cemetery, not far
from the family farm; the location of Padelford Station on the New York Central line from
Canandaigua to Victor; and the road that bears his family name (also known as County Rd. 8).
A Note on Sources:
Information about Harvey Padelford’s
military service can be found on his service
summary forms and cards from the NY
State and National Archives (available on
the Internet at Ancestry.com.). The details
of his life can be found in many newspaper
articles published in Rochester and
Canandaigua papers. His obituaries were
very detailed. Padelford appears not to have
Padelford’s grave stone in South Farmington
Cemetery.
had a draft card. Likely, that was because
he was in the army two months before the
June, 1917 registration day. Unfortunately, that deprives researchers of a convenient way to get
information on Padelford’s early life at he stated it. Information about the Society of the 40 & 8
can be found on the organization’s website and those of its many voitures (chapters).

The Students Army Training Corps
Thomas Gaylord Herendeen
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

While American colleges and universities had always played a
role in the education of military leaders, the needs of a modern
“total war” made it imperative that colleges play a larger direct
role in training leaders.
Out of the sense of necessity came the Students Army Training
Thomas Gaylord Herendeen,
SATC soldier at Hobart
Corps. Really, a progressive idea, the primary purpose of the
College, 1918. Image from
corps was to utilize the executive and teaching personal, as well
Hobart College Echo, 1919.
as the physical equipment of educational institutions, to assist
in the training of the armies. The focus was on officer
candidates and technical experts. Six hundred colleges, universities, professional, technical and
trade schools eventually participated.
The SATC was divided into two sections; collegiate and vocational. The latter sections aimed to
train soldiers for service as trade specialists in the Army. The collegiate section was open to
prospective soldiers, sailors or marines who were members of an authorized college, university
or professional school.

Insignia worn by
SATC members on
the collar of their
army uniforms.

To join the SATC, a student volunteered for induction into the service.
They were then considered to be members of the army on active duty and
subject to military orders and discipline. SATC troops would receive pay
and subsistence the same as any other soldier and held the rank of private.
SATC volunteers could choose their branch of service subject to military
necessity and their qualifications.
Since SATC participants had
volunteered they were not subject to the local draft. They could expect to
be transferred into the ranks of the army every three months.
SATC troops received eleven hours per week of military training. Other
than that, they took ordinary college or technical courses modified in
ways that met the needs of the War Department. For students are
colleges, their voluntary induction followed their regular admission to the

institution.
Thirty New York State colleges and universities participated in the SATC program. Close by,
they included Alfred University; Cornell University; Hobart College; the University of

Rochester; and Syracuse University. Eleven colleges, mostly on the same list, hosted naval
sections.
One local soldier who
spent the final months of
World War I in the
SATC was Thomas G.
Herendeen of the Town
of Farmington. Already
a student at Hobart
College, he volunteered
for induction into the
SATC on Oct. 1, 1918.
He was not quite 21
years old. Six weeks
later, the war ended
unexpectedly with the
First inductees of Students Army Training Corps muster on the campus of
November armistice and
Hobart College. Warren Hunting Smith. Hobart and William Smith: The
Herendeen received an
History of Two Colleges. 1972
Honorable Discharge on
Dec. 5, 1918. He graduated from Hobart College with the class of 1919. Like many other
Hobart student veterans, Herendeen’s picture in the Echo (yearbook) shows him in uniform.
The graves of veterans who entered the Students Army Training Corps can be found in nearly
every town. In most cases, cemetery visitors can identify their graves by their government grave
markers that identify them both as veterans and as participants in “SATC,” sometimes spelled
out.
In other cases, like Thomas G. Herendeen, they have no government stone.
A Note on Sources:
Information about Thomas G. Herendeen
can be found in his military service
summary at the National Archives and
available on Ancestry.com.
Other
information on the program can be
through the Hobart College archive and
the “Descriptive Circular” for the SATC
published by the War Department and also
available on line.

Thomas G. Herendeen’s grave in North Farmington
“Friends” Cemetery.

A Matter of Conscience
Alvin Christ Shantz
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Not all Americans were anxious to get “over there”
in 1917. While Americans were greatly divided
over whether or not to enter World War I, by the
Entrance to Goshen College where Alvin
time Congress declared war in April, 1917, support
Shantz was a student. Image © Council of
for American entry was widespread. The dark side
Independent Colleges.
of that support was the strident reaction against
those who opposed the war. That was particularly true for those who claimed exemption from
military service as a matter of conscience. Some were declared exempt from the draft; but many
were not. Many of those who were held for the draft went to prison rather than fight. Some
were allowed to perform civilian service. Some were able to reconcile their religious beliefs
with the particular issues of the war against Germany. Alvin Christian (his full middle name)
Shantz was part of this latter group.
When he was required to register for the draft on Jun. 5, 1917, Shantz stated that he was born
Oct. 1, 1895 in Cullom, Livingston Co., Illinois, a largely Mennonite community. He said that
he was a student in Goshen, Indiana. It is almost certain that Shantz was attending Goshen
College, a well-known Mennonite school. The final question on the draft registration form asked
if there was any claim for exemption from the draft. Shantz answered that he claimed religious
exemption as a Mennonite.
Aside from the Civil War, a generation earlier, Mennonites in the US had little experience with
conscription. During World War I, there were no alternatives to conscription. Hiring substitutes
or paying fines; actions allowed during the Civil War; were not allowed during World War I.
Consequently, about 2,000 Mennonite men were drafted.
The Selective Service Act of May 18, 1917 allowed conscientious objectors to serve as noncombatants. However, non-combatant military service was not generally acceptable to
Mennonite conscientious objectors, since they were not allowed to provide medical or
humanitarian aid to the enemy as well. In March 1918, Congress passed a law that allowed
conscientious objectors to provide farm labor because of the shortage of labor on farms. A
Civilian Board of Inquiry was established to visit military camps and review all cases of
conscientious objectors, many of whom were brutally treated
From the few surviving records, it appears that ten percent of Mennonite conscientious objectors
were court-martialed and sent to prison, mainly at Leavenworth, Kan.; sixty percent accepted

alternative service, on farms or in reconstruction work; and thirty percent remained in the camps
until the close of the war, most of that group not having had an opportunity to appear before the
Board of Inquiry. It is now known how many young men who opposed the war on religious
grounds came to the terms with the war and reconciled their beliefs with the realities of the war
and its consequences.
Alvin C. Shantz’s military service summary has not been found, so we don’t know exactly what
he did during the conflict. His official records are closed by law in New York, as are the records
of all those who served after 1917. However, we do know that he died in the Veterans Hospital
in Bath. The Dept. of Veterans Affairs BIRLS death file* indicates that he served from Jun. 24,
1918 to Dec. 30, 1918, a period of time comparable to many other veterans drafted late in the
war. We can conclude from both of those facts that Shantz was honorably discharged.
We do not know how many conscientious objectors opposed the war, yet served. There are some
good examples, however. The most prominent soldier, whose objections were based on his faith,
but not Mennonite, was Sgt. Alvin C. York, America’s greatest hero of the war.

Alvin Shantz’s grave. Rose Ridge Cemetery.
Naples.

After the war, Alvin C. Shantz appears to have
returned to Illinois. His Social Security card was
issued there sometime prior to 1954. When he was
required to register for the draft again, just prior to
World War II, he was working in Libertyville,
Lake Co., IL. Just when Shantz moved to the
Naples area is unknown. However, he married a
local woman, Myrtle Bergman, in Naples in 1954.

Mennonites, to be sure, were not the only
conscientious objectors during World War I.
Several other small sects were among them including the Hutterites. The Quakers were probably
the largest group of religious objectors. They did not have the same public opposition as the
Mennonites who often held their services in the German language.
A Note on Sources:
There are several good books and other publications available that provide information about the
Mennonite opposition to World War I. Information about Alvin Christian Shantz can be found
in newspapers in Illinois and New York. Other useful sources include the Centennial History of
the Mennonites of Illinois (1931) and the Mennonite website, ‘The Third Way” and its page
about World War I.
*Beneficiary Identification Records Locater Subsystem

“Over the Top” 16 Times
Lawrence W. Seamans
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

The Naples News published a letter from
Marine Private, Lawrence W. Seamans to
his mother on the front page, Jan. 22,
Marines at Belleau Wood. Jun. 6, 1918.
1919.
Seamans was upbeat, but
incredulous, as he told his mother, “I am in a hospital with Spanish influenza. Don’t worry for I
am not very sick…I have been over the top SIXTEEN times and never gotten a scratch.” When
you consider the rest of Seaman’s service, it is easy to see why he was so amazed that he had
gone “over the top” (attacked) sixteen times, yet his only injury was a case of the deadly flu after
the fighting was over!
Like millions of American men, Lawrence W. Seamans registered for the draft on Jun. 5, 1917.
On his registration card, he stated that he was a native born citizen born in Naples on Apr. 26,
1896. Some sources say he was born in Cohocton, perhaps on a Rural Free Delivery route served
by the Naples post office. A graduate of Naples High School, Seamans also attended Brooklyn
Polytechnic Institute. He was living in Akron, OH where he was working as a waiter in the
Spencer Hotel. For that reason, he registered with the Akron draft board.
Seamans was in Albion, NY, living with his mother, when he enlisted in the Marine Corps at the
Buffalo recruiting office on Jan. 11, 1918. Lawrence Seamans’ service summary card shows that
he was one intrepid Marine! He was sent to Parris Island, SC and then to Quantico, VA for basic
and advanced training. On May 7, 1918 he embarked for France with the 83rd Co, 3rd Bn., 6th
Marine Regt. Seamans would be in the thick of the action almost from the day he landed in
France.
He fought at Chateau Thierry; in the Aisne-Marne Offensive (including the Battle of Belleau
Wood); the Marbache Sector; the St. Mihiel Offensive; the battle at Soissons; and the MeuseArgonne Campaign. After the Armistice (Nov. 11, 1918), Seamans was part of the Crossing of
the Meuse River and then served in the Army of Occupation. Altogether, he served overseas, in
almost constant combat, from May 7, 1918 to Aug. 26, 1919.
When Seamans’ returned to America he sailed aboard the transport ship, “Aeolus” from the port
of Brest, France. He arrived at the Brooklyn Navy Yard ten days later, on Sep. 5, 1919. He
was finally discharged on Jan. 10, 122. His obituary in the Naples Record mentioned that after
the war he spent a great deal of time in Veterans Hospitals as a result of being gassed. While
there, he worked with World War II amputees on their rehabilitation.

Seamans was just 22 years old when the fighting stopped. While it raged, he must have been one
aggressive Marine! Legend has it that the German soldiers referred to the Marines at Belleau
Wood as “Devil Dogs,” a nickname they have proudly carried ever since. Seamans’ service
summary lists several American and French decorations. He was cited in orders by
Headquarters, 2nd Division and by the Commander of the AEF. Those citations allowed
Seamans to wear two silver citation stars on the Victory Medals he received after the war. When
the Silver Star Medal was created in 1932, Seamans became eligible for the third highest
decoration for valor. He also received the French Croix de Guerre (with star and palm) and his
unit received the French Fourragere, a shoulder cord indicating that his entire unit was cited for
gallantry. Unbelievable as it sounds, Lawrence W. Seamans came through all that combat
without ever being wounded!
Seamans participated in another chapter of our military history as well. The 2nd Division was
organized at Bourmont, France on Oct. 26, 1917. It is the only division organized on foreign
soil. A German offensive had pushed dangerously close to Paris and the Allies desperately
wanted the Americans to enter the fight. The 2nd Division” was hastily composed of one brigade
of Army Infantry, one brigade of U.S. Marines, an artillery brigade, and various supporting units.
In fact, the division was commanded twice by Marine Corps generals; Brigadier General C.A.
Doyen and the legendary Major General John A. Lejeune. This was the only time in U.S.
military history when Marine Corps officers commanded an Army Division.
At a time when Americans put great emphasis on inspirational statements and slogans, one oft
quoted statement by Capt. Lloyd W. Williams, a Marine officer at Belleau Wood is a legend of
the Corps. A discouraged French commander ordered a retreat. Williams’ response was terse,
“Retreat, Hell! We just got here.”
Lawrence W. Seamans, a “Devil Dog” of
the Western Front, returned to Naples for the
final time in January, 1954. His grave is
marked by one of the simple stones supplied
to veterans’ families by the government.
A Note on Sources:
Lawrence Seamans’ service summary; his
draft registrations for both World Wars; and
his transport ship passenger list can be found
Grave of Lawrence W. Seamans in Rose Ridge
Cemetery, Naples.
on the Internet at Ancestry.com. Several
newspaper articles, including his published
1919 letter about going over the top sixteen times, can be found in local historical societies as
well as in on-line newspaper collections like Fultonhistory.com.

Engineering Victory
George Addison Lewis
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Professional engineering in America really
began in the Army. George Washington
welcomed French and Polish engineers who
volunteered to join his Continental Army
Camp Benning, GA 1918-1919.
during the Revolution.
As president,
Washington first proposed the creation of a
military academy teaching engineering. While Congress established a Corps of Engineers in the
Army in 1794, it remained for Thomas Jefferson to sign the legislation that created the Military
Academy at West Point, our first college of engineering. By the time of the First World War,
professional engineering had fully emerged in both civil and military life, yet many engineers,
like lawyers, still got much of their knowledge working for others. George Addison Lewis was
one of those professional engineers who apparently learned their professional skills working for
others.
Lewis was born in the hamlet of Orleans, NY in the Town of Phelps. He attended the Orleans
school and later attended school in Elmira. He does not appear to have attended a college and
may not have graduated from a four-year high school as few existed in the early 1890s.
Like many military engineers before him, George A. Lewis was employed in civilian railroad
projects early in his career. When the Rochester & Eastern Rapid Railway was built (1903) to
link Rochester, Canandaigua, and Geneva, Lewis was one of the young engineers employed on
the line. The 1910 federal census shows Lewis as a “railroad construction foreman” living in
Canandaigua.
The American Expeditionary Force sent to Europe needed the capability to construct, maintain
and operate railways from ports of debarkation (Most often Brest, France.) to the sector assigned
to the American armies. Planning by the 6th Reserve Engineer Regiment, later the 16th
Engineers began in early March, 1917. On June 5, 1917 the first soldiers mobilized for the
regiment gathered at the Michigan State Fairgrounds near Detroit.
On July 29, 1917, the 16th Engineers left for Weehawken, N.J. They arrived on July 31st and on
August 1, 1917; they left New York on the liner “Tuscania.” The regiment arrived in France on
August 27, 1917 after a 10 day delay in Halifax, NS as it waiting for a convoy.

The 16th Engineers built Camp Williams in France; worked on the Never’s Cutoff, the largest
construction project of the AEF; supported British troops during the German spring offensive of
1918; and built the Marcy Engine Terminal among many other projects. Captain Lewis’ service
summary reveals that he was actively engaged in the Somme Defensive operation and at the
battles of Lys and the Meuse-Argonne.
The 16th Engineers arrived back in Detroit on May 5, 1919. The following day, they participated
in a victory parade and moved to nearby Camp Custer to be mustered out of service. At some
point, however Captain Lewis was detached and ordered to Georgia.
In the fall of 1918, a new infantry training center was created near Columbus, GA. It was
eventually named Camp Benning (now Ft. Benning) after a Confederate general. When
Congress voted more than $800,000 for the completion of the camp early in 1920, Then-Major
Lewis (promoted Sep. 1919) was one of the engineers sent there to build the facilities. He was
the only member of the Corps of Engineers appointed to the board of officers charged with
overseeing construction.
Lewis was discharged on Aug. 19, 1920. After a short break in service, Major Lewis was
reappointed in the Officer’s Reserve Corps in January, 1921 and served as a Reserve officer for
five years. George Lewis returned to Auburn, NY after the war. In the 1930s, Lewis was
employed as a federal Prohibition Agent in Cayuga County. Undoubtedly, he continued his
work in the fields of engineering and
construction as well.
During World War II, Lewis was again
employed by the federal government, this
time as a civilian designing and building
military facilities including Sampson
Naval Base on Seneca Lake.

Grave of George Addison Lewis.
Town of Phelps.

Orleans Cemetery,

Major George Addison Lewis died at the
Canandaigua VA hospital on Nov. 25,
1961. He was laid to rest in the Orleans
Cemetery near his birthplace.

A Note on Sources:
George Addison Lewis service summary provides comprehensive information about his service
during the war and the basics of his reserve service. However, newspaper coverage over the
span of his life provides needed details of his work as a civil engineer. His obituary in the
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle is particularly useful. Information about the 16th Engineers is
readily available on the Internet site of the World War I Centennial Commission.

Policing the Doughboys
Randall W. Matson
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Randall W. Matson was born in Brockport,
NY, Apr. 20, 1895. The son of Willis W.
Matson, a prominent Rochester attorney,
Randall Matson was living in Rochester
when he was drafted into federal service for
World War I on Aug. 5, 1917.

Randall W. Matson with his mother and father.
Image from Findagrave.com.
Posted by
Katherine Wright.

Matson graduated from Rochester’s West High School in 1913. He was a member of the
Williams College Class of 1917 but actually graduated from the University of Rochester. He
later attended Albany Law School.
From the records, it appears that Randall W. Matson had an intense desire for military service
that resulted in his first enlistment in the New York National Guard in Rochester in 1915. On
Jun. 30, 1916 he was mustered into service with Co. H., 1st New York Cavalry in Rochester. He
served on the Mexican Punitive Campaign on the Texas-Mexico border until he left active
service and returned to Rochester with his unit on Mar. 15, 1917. On Jul. 15, 1917, Matson was
assigned to a troop of mounted infantry still in state service with the National Guard and serving
around New York City. He was commissioned as an officer in the Military Police.
On Aug. 5, 1917 Matson was
drafted into federal service as a
2nd Lieutenant with his National
Guard unit for service in World
War I. Sent with the rest of the
27th
Division
to
Camp
Wadsworth, Spartanburg, SC,
Matson underwent basic training
for the western front.

View of Camp Wadsworth during World War I.

While he was at Camp
Wadsworth, Lt. Matson made
headlines in the Democrat &
Chronicle.
While he was
performing his duties as a

Military Police officer around the camp, a special dispatch to the Rochester paper announced that
Matson was “Dangerously Wounded by Bootlegger During [a] Raid.” With a local police
officer, Matson had taken five soldiers to investigate reports of a bootlegger selling illegal liquor
to soldiers in the camp. The suspect refused to open the door of his house and attempted to
escape from the rear. As he stepped out of the house, the suspect fired two shots at Lt. Matson.
One bullet hit Matson in the groin. While Matson’s own weapon was not loaded, he “slipped the
magazine into place and fired five shots at Lands [the suspect], all taking effect. Three went
through the abdomen, and it is said that Lands will die…The military police have been waging a
vigorous war on the ‘blind tigers’ and the illicit sale of whiskey…”
Overseas from May 1918 to Mar. 1919, Lt. Matson served with several Machine Gun units of the
27th Division. Returning home on the Transport Ship “Seattle” from Brest, France, Randall
Matson was finally discharged on Mar. 31, 1919. In view of his injury at Camp Wadsworth, it is
ironic to note that Matson’s service summary stated that he had received no wounds in action,
but was reported to be 20% disabled.

Matson’s grave in Rose Ridge Cemetery, Naples.

Returning to Rochester after the war,
Randall Matson and his wife settled into
the business and social life of the
community elites. Matson’s father Willis
W. Matson was a prominent attorney. The
1928 Rochester Blue Book, “People of
Prominence,” revealed that the Matsons
were members of several important local
club members. Local city directories show
that Randall Matson was engaged in a
variety of local businesses from contractor
to bond trader.

After some family turmoil, Randall Matson moved to Naples in 1936 and moved into the West
Hollow neighborhood. There he operated a mink farm and for a generation was known for his
Christmas tree farm. He continued his civic engagement as the chairman of the Naples town
planning commission.
A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Randall Matson’s military service can be found in the state National Guard
and federal service summaries available on the Internet through Ancestry.com. His injury at
Camp Wadsworth was reported in local papers as well as the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. The events
of Matson’s personal life, before and after the war, can be found in a wide variety of newspaper
articles from Rochester as well as the yearbooks of Williams College and West High School.

Pioneering Treatment of Animals at War
Marion R. Schuyler
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Animals have always been a part of the US military force. Through
World War I, animals not only provided part of the food consumed
by American forces, but they also provided most of the motive
power. While vehicles with internal combustion engines were
introduced to the military even before 1917, their use grew rapidly
during the conflict. However, by 1918, more than half of the
resources to move troops, supplies, and weapons consisted of horses
and mules.
Daily Messenger
Oct. 8, 1938

Even before America entered World War I, extensive changes were
made to the organization and equipping of the Army, in particular.
With most of the motive power for men and equipment bound to be horses and mules, the need
for a modern, trained, and organized branch of the army needed to be created. Consequently, the
U.S. Army Veterinary Corps was formally established by an Act of Congress on June 3, 1916.
To fill the personnel needs of the new Veterinary Corps, and provide proper training, the Army
established three veterinary schools, all of which
opened in 1918. Schools were established at Camp
Greenleaf, GA and at the Medical Officers’ Training
Camp at Ft. Riley, KS.
A third veterinary training school was opened at Camp
Lee, VA. Organized in April, 1918, that camp focused
on organizing, equipping and training units for overseas
service. That school, in particular, had to build an
overseas corps of veterinary service soldiers quickly,
and from the ground up. The school at Camp Lee
operated from April, 12, 1918 to November 11, 1918.
It trained 393 officers and 7,768 enlisted men. The
school organized, equipped, trained, and sent to France
twenty-five veterinary hospitals
Five additional
veterinary hospitals were ready to ship over when the
armistice was signed, but never crossed to France.
When the fighting stopped with the armistice, a plan for

World War I Recruiting Poster
Courtesy Univ. of Kansas Medical Center

reorganizing the Army Veterinary Corps was immediately put into motion. However, many of
the soldiers in the Corps were discharged. One of them was Marion R. Schuyler.
On his draft registration, Schuyler stated that he was a natural born citizen born in Fonda, NY
(Montgomery County, Mohawk Valley). Schuyler was living in Fonda when he registered in
June, 1917. He reported that he was a livery man and auto dealer; like many Americans of the
time, moving from a world dominated by horses to one dominated by horse-power.
Marion Schuyler was drafted by the Montgomery County board in Fonda, Mar. 27, 1918. He
served overseas from Oct. 1918-May 1919 and was discharged that month. He was first
assigned to the Medical (Veterinary) Department at Camp Greenleaf, GA where he served until
July 3, 1918. Schuyler was next assigned to the Veterinary Training School at Camp Lee, VA
until August 17, 1918. Schuyler was deployed overseas October 28, 1918 and remained in
France with Veterinary Hospital #3; and later, the 3rd Army Veterinary Evacuation Section; until
May 8, 1919. His talents for organizing and animal care must have been readily recognized
since he was promoted to Sergeant 1st Class on September 1, 1918. After serving with the Army
of Occupation, Schuyler finally returned home and was discharged on May 13, 1919.
A chance to become proprietor of the
Naples Hotel brought Schuyler to that
community in 1926. He quickly became
involved in local politics. Schuyler’s 1961
obituary said that he had been chairman of
the Ontario County Democratic Committee
from 1936 to 1944, and was chairman of
the Naples town Democratic committee for
a number of years. As proprietor of the
Naples Hotel, Schuyler and his wife made
Marion R. Schuyler’s grave in Rose Ridge Cemetery,
Naples.
it the meeting place for many organizations
including the local Chamber of Commerce
and the Naples Rotary Club. The family continued to operate the hotel until Marion Schuyler
died in 1961. It was then sold to Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Brennen of Fair Haven, NY.
A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Marion Schuyler’s service can be found in his draft registration and service
summary cards available on-line. Information about Veterinary Corps service during World War
I is readily available from websites like the Univ. of Kansas Medical Center as well as The
History of the US Veterinary Service, AEF, During the War. Many local newspaper articles
detail Schuyler’s post-war life.

Stoking a Warship’s Fires
Clyde A. Spaulding
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

When Clyde Spaulding was 17 years old, he enlisted in the New
York Naval Militia. According to his statement on his 1917 draft
registration, he had served nearly four years in state service by
the time America entered World War I. A desire to work at sea
would dominate the first half of Spaulding’s life.
Clyde Spaulding was born in Canandaigua on Sep. 11, 1895. He
told the draft board that he was living on Atwater Place, and
working as a mechanic for the local firm of Russell and Allen.

Clyde A. Spaulding about
1920.
Image from his
Seaman’s Protection Papers
application.

On June 25, 1917, Spaulding enrolled in the US Naval Reserve Force, an all-federal force
created in 1916. It was instrumental in expanding the US Navy during the war. According to
the Naval History and Heritage Command, “Upon entering World War I on April 6, 1917, there
were approximately 8,000 Sailors serving in the Naval Reserve Force. When the fighting ended a
little over a year later there were more than 250,000 reservists serving in the Navy making up
over half of the Navy's wartime force.” One of those citizen sailors was Clyde A. Spaulding.
Spaulding reported to the Navy Receiving Ship in Boston, MA where he remained until Jul. 28,
1917 and where he was rated Fireman 1st Class. For the remainder of his 504 days of active
duty, Spaulding served aboard two ships; The USS “Wakiva,” and the USS “Wadsworth.”
Service aboard the “Wakiva” (Jul. 28, 1917-May 22, 1918) must have been tense at times. The
“Wakiva II” (SP-160), often referred to as USS “Wakiva,” was an armed yacht that served in the
United States Navy from 1917 to
1918. Armed and converted to naval
service, it served as a convoy escort
out of Brest, France. It encountered
German submarines on several
occasions. The “Wakiva” was
credited with damaging a submarine
in November 1917. Later, on convoy
escort duty in May, 1918, “Wakiva”
USS “Wakiva.” Image from the Naval History and Heritage
was accidentally rammed and sunk
Command.
by USS “Wabash” (ID-1824). Two

men aboard “Wakiva II” were killed as
a result of the sinking.
Transferred to the USS “Wadsworth”
(May 22, 1918-Nov. 11, 1918),
Spaulding was aboard during several
attacks on German submarines it
operated out of Queenstown, Ireland
providing convoy escorts.
The
“Wadsworth’s” last attack on a German
submarine occurred on Oct. 25, 1918,
just two weeks before the armistice.

USS “Wadsworth”DD-60 underway 1918. Spaulding
was a Fireman and would have been responsible for
stoking the boilers that produced such smoke. Image
from Naval History and Heritage Command.

Clyde Spaulding was discharged from
the Navy at the New York Receiving
Ship at the Brooklyn Navy Yard on
May 20, 1919. After his service in the World War, Spaulding’s interest in a life at sea continued.
In 1920, he applied for a Seaman’s Certificate of American Citizenship, a document required of
all civilian mariners serving in the Merchant Marine. At the time, he had recently been released
from active duty in the Navy and was signing on with the J. O’Callaghan shipping company.

Clyde Spaulding’s grave in Boughton Hill Cemetery,
Town of Victor.

By 1930, Clyde Spaulding was living and
working for a signal manufacturing firm in
Rochester. In 1936, he moved to Hopewell
Center, and took a job with Ontario County.
By 1942, when Spaulding registered with the
Selective Service System once again, he was
living in the City of Canandaigua and
working for the County Highway
Department. When Clyde Spaulding passed
away, Aug. 5, 1966, his obituary noted that
he had worked for the county for over 30
years.

A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Clyde Spaulding’s service can be found in his 1917 draft card and his service
summary, both available on-line from Ancestry.com. Details of his service can be gathered from
the documented stories of the ships on which he served. Local newspapers have many articles
relating to his life and work in Ontario County.

Bread for an Army
George L. Bryant
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

There is a widely quoted adage that, “an army marches
on its stomach.” Attributed both to Napoleon and
Frederick the Great, it can’t be clearly linked to either
great military leader. However, it has proven true more
often than not. When the US Army elevated the old
Quartermaster Department to a newly organized
Quartermaster Corps in 1912 it was building on the
lessons learned throughout the Nineteenth Century. The
new corps would soon be put to the test!
Bread, a basic food in nearly every culture, had always been important to soldiers. Since the
Revolution, the Army had provided flour to its soldiers who baked their own bread as best they
could. Sometimes, a post or field commander created a central oven for several units. That was
sometimes done during the Civil War.
Bread baking was a specialty for military units by the 20th century. With new regulations for the
Quartermaster Corps written in 1916, centralized baking became more common. Bread and other
bakery products provided fresh
items on the menu and supplied
the calories needed for hard work
and campaigns. Good bread was
linked to good morale.

Troops in training march through Camp McClellan during
World War I. Period post card, publisher unknown.

According to the Manual for
Army Bakers, published in 1916,
the standard daily bread ration for
soldiers was 18 ounces per man.
Each Bakery Company could
produce 34, 000 pounds of great
each day to feed a standard Army
division of 30, 000 troops. A
Bakery Company could have as
many as 30 ovens operating.

Camp McClellan, Alabama circa 1918. Image courtesy Library of Congress.

George L. Bryant was born in Phelps on August 18, 1895. At the time he registered with the
county draft board he stated that he was living in the Town of Geneva and was working as a
farmer for Charles Bunnell of the Town of Waterloo. Called by the draft board meeting in
Canandaigua, Bryant went into the Army on August 7, 1918, relatively late in the war.
After a short period of training, Bryant was assigned to Quartermaster Bakery Company #381 at
Camp McClellan, Alabama, in October, 1918. By the time George Bryant was sent there, 27,
000 men were in training on the new post. He served as a baker there until January 1919.
Bryant was then transferred to the Quartermaster Supply Detachment at the camp. By then, the
nation was demobilizing at a rapid rate and supply duties, including accounting for returned
equipment, must have been hectic. Bryant was finally discharged on March 8, 1919 without
going overseas. He returned to farming in the Town of Phelps.
George L. Bryant, farmer and baker for an army, died Jul. 7, 1962. By then, he had moved along
the food chain and was working for the Geneva-based Market Basket stores. He was buried in
the Joslyn Cemetery in Oaks Corners, Town of Phelps.
A Note on Sources:

George L. Bryant’s grave.
Cemetery, Town of Phelps.

Joslyn/Oaks Corners

The basic facts of George Bryant’s military
service can be found in his draft registration
card and service summary, at Ancestry.com.
Information about Quartermaster Bakery
Companies can be found in web sites and
publications that focus on their service in
World War I. Bryant’s later life can be
documented in state and federal census
reports for 1925 and 1930. Bryant’s 1942
draft registration provides confirmation of
his later work for the Market Basket stores.

Keeping the Convoys Afloat
Julius M. Liberati
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Hoboken, NJ, part of the greater New York harbor, was
the site of several piers and shipping facilities owned by
German shipping lines. In addition, it was very close to a
large number of American and other foreign shipping
piers and repair facilities; not to mention several
important Army camps. Hoboken was the perfect port of
Plaque on memorial boulder by the
piers in Hoboken.
Image from
Embarkation and Debarkation for the Army Transport
Hoboken Historical Museum.
Service during World War I.
Shortly after the US
declaration of war, Gen. Pershing famously said that
American troops would be in “heaven, hell, or Hoboken” by Christmas of 1917. While a bit
exaggerated for effect, Pershing’s statement shows the important role that Hoboken, NJ played to
getting American troops and materiel “over there.”
American law permitted the commandeering or seizure of American flag vessels to satisfy
wartime necessity. In addition, vessels of Germany’s Hamburg Line, among others, were seized
and converted to the use of the American armed forces. The Quartermaster Corps manned ship
repair yards already established in the Hoboken area for the purpose of refitting ships as troop
transport ships, in particular.
The ship repair yards, already swamped with orders, had to work fast. They were subjected to
military efficiency. When the first convoy left for Europe in May, 1917, fourteen American
ships were commandeered with little or no notice to their owners. Four of them were designed
for the transport of animals, mostly horses and mules. Eventually, the Quartermaster Corps
designated troops to work in the ship repair yards. Among them was a twenty-five year old
Italian immigrant, Julius Liberati.
According to Liberati’s draft registration, filed in Buffalo in 1917, he was born in Rome, Italy on
May 13, 1893. He was one of millions of Italian immigrants who made up a significant portion
of the so-called, “New Immigration” of the 1890s. In a later US passport application, Liberati
reported that he was actually born in Roccamassinos, Italy and came to the US in 1916. Like
most European nations, Italy required a period of compulsory military service from its young
men. Consequently, Liberati told the Erie County draft board that he had previously served six
months in the infantry of his “nation,” Italy. Julius Liberati also suffered from a misnomer

inflicted on many immigrants of the time. As a result, his draft registration and military service
summary record his family name as “Liberty.”
It can’t be known for sure, but it is probably that Julius Liberati was assigned to Ship Repair
Shop #301 as a result of his civilian occupation, blacksmith. When he registered for the draft in
June, 1917, he was living in the City of Buffalo and working as a blacksmith for the Monarch
Engineering Co. in the “Queen City,” as Buffalo was known. Monarch Engineering was
responsible for several of the huge iron and concrete grain elevators that were the icons of the
Buffalo waterfront and important factors in Buffalo’s economy.
The Erie County draft board called Julius Liberati into service on May 20, 1918. He was never
required to serve overseas. Half of the American military forces did not. Instead, Liberati was
sent almost immediately to Hoboken, NJ to serve with Ship Repair Shop Unit #301. He was
discharged from the service on Feb. 19, 1919.
Shortly before his discharge from the Army, Liberati appeared before the Common Pleas Court
of Bergen County, NJ to take the oath as a naturalized citizen of the United States. He was
stationed at Camp Merritt, NJ at the time. In August, 1919, Liberati completed his passport
application so that he could visit his parents in Italy. He would return to Italy at least more, in
1956.
Soon after World War I, Liberati moved to the Village of Manchester. There he worked again
as a blacksmith. In 1933, largely because
of the loss of blacksmith for the Lehigh
Valley Railroad, Liberati and his wife
opened a grocery store at 78 South Main
St., Manchester. Liberati took an interest
in the American Legion and served as
Commander of Post #34 in Manchester.

Julius Liberati’s grave. St. Rose Cemetery, Shortsville

The Liberati grocery store closed in 1980
when Julius became quite ill. He died later
that year and was buried in St. Rose
Cemetery in Shortsville.

A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Julius Liberati’s life and service can be found in his draft registration card and
service summary, at Ancestry.com (under the name, Liberty). Information about Quartermaster
Ship Repair Shops can be found in publications about their service in the war. Liberati’s later
life can be documented in state and federal census reports, his passport applications, and
passenger lists available on-line. A Village of Manchester time-line is also quite helpful.

Silent Service Aboard the
Submarine N-2
William D. Jackson
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
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When most Americans think of submarines in
World War I, they immediately think of the
German U-boats. After all, it was the German
policy of unrestricted submarine warfare that was
Seattle Star. Jan. 16, 1917
the major factor in bringing the US into the war.
The allies also employed submarines, however.
The US Navy’s first commissioned submarine was launched in 1897. By the time we entered
World War I there were several classes of submarines in the US Navy. Between 1914 and 1916,
the US “layed down” 38 submarines. In 1917 alone, 78 more submarines were added to the
fleet. Among those built during this period were the “N class” boats, often called “pig boats”
due to their foul living quarters and unusual shape.

Submarine N-2 in Puget Sound, 1917. Image from US Navy at navsource.org

N-1, N-2, and N-3 were designed by the Electric Boat Company of Groton, Connecticut and built
by the Seattle Construction and Dry-dock Company of Seattle, Washington. Some N-class
submarines were also built by Lake Torpedo Boat Company, and somewhat different. The
submarines built by Electric Boat Company were 147 feet in length with a beam of 15 feet and a
draft of 12 feet 6 inches. The N-class boats displaced 347 tons of water on the surface and 414
tons when they were submerged. The N-class submarines had a crew of 2 officers and 23

enlisted men. They could dive to 200 feet. They were armed with four 18 inch torpedo tubes in
the bow and carried four reloads. They were primarily coastal defense boats. For surface
running, the Electric Boat Company submarines had two 240 horsepower diesel engines. When
they were submerged, those boats were driven by a 280 horsepower electric motor. The N-class
boats had a range of 3,500 nautical miles.
One of those “pig boats” was the Submarine N-2. It was launched on Jan. 16, 1917 and
commissioned on Sep. 26, 1917. After sea trials in Puget Sound, N-2 sailed for San Francisco
with her sister ships N-1 and N-3. From there, the N-2 received orders to sail to the East Coast
via the Panama Canal. Arriving in New London, CT, on Feb. 17, 1918, N-2 immediately began
to patrol the New England coast, guarding against enemy submarines along the coastal route
leading to the convoy starting point at Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Following the end of World War I, N-2 continued her operations out of New London. She
served as a training ship for the Submarine School and had her share of troubles. In 1919 N-2
sank off New London killing three sailors. In 1921, she ran aground on a reef in Long Island
Sound. She also began testing weapons, like radio controlled torpedoes, in late May 1921.
The N-2 was placed in “reduced commission” on Apr. 22, 1922 but continued her training and
experimental duties at New London. On Oct. 11, 1922, she aided the tanker “Swift Star,”
grounded at the southern end of Block Island. N-2 was finally decommissioned on Apr. 30, 1926
at Philadelphia Navy Yard and struck from the Naval Vessel Register on Dec. 18, 1930. She was
and scrapped in 1931.

Jackson’s headstone on “Soldier’s Hill” in Glenwood
Cemetery, Geneva.

William D. Jackson must have been a very
proud member of the N-2 crew. After all, it
was the only statement of his service his
family put on his headstone after his
unexpected death resulting from an
operation in Geneva General Hospital. We
don’t know how long he served on the N-2,
but probably about a year. After the war,
Jackson was a prominent Geneva restaurant
owner, but his time in the “silent service”
was certainly the lodestar of his life.

A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Jackson’s service can be found in his 1917 draft card and published accounts
of the Submarine N-2. No open service summary has yet been found for William D. Jackson.
The circumstances surrounding his death were all reported in local newspapers in 1938.

A Marine Aboard the USS
“Pennsylvania”
Robert A. Martin
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Marines have been assigned to ships of the US Navy
since the American Revolution. While we now think
of their role mostly as a forward attack force, they
have always been tasked with providing security for
our ships.
Consequently, some Marines were
assigned to ships of the fleet; and never sent to the
Western Front during World War I.

Bell of USS Pennsylvania displayed at
Penn State Image courtesy Penn State
University.

One of those Marines was Robert A. Martin, an adopted son of Ontario County. Born in Sodus,
Jun. 22, 1919, Martin was a resident of Lyons (both in Wayne County) when he entered the
service. Martin enlisted in the Marine Corps at the recruiting station in Rochester, Feb. 4, 1916.
Martin was assigned to the Marine company aboard the new battleship, USS “Pennsylvania.”
There he would serve until Jul. 25, 1918 when he was reassigned to Headquarters, US Marine
Corps in Washington, DC. Martin must have been an exceptional example of a Marine, since he
also received regular promotions and completed his enlistment as a Sergeant in November, 1919.
The U.S.S. “Pennsylvania,” commissioned in 1916, was America’s most powerful and newest
dreadnaught, as the battleships of the World War I period were known. It must have been an
honor to be selected as one of the Marines on board defending the ship against all potential
enemies.
Oddly, the USS “Pennsylvania” was a little too advanced to work effectively with the Royal
Navy in European waters. It was an oil fired ship and Britain’s dreadnaughts all relied on coal
fired boilers then. Consequently, the “Pennsylvania” remained in home waters, flagship of the
Commander-in-Chief, Atlantic Fleet. In 1917, the “Pennsylvania” participated in fleet
maneuvers in the Caribbean, and later maneuvers in Long Island Sound. While at her home port
(Yorktown, VA), Aug. 11, 1917, “Pennsylvania’s” crew and Marines manned the rail and
rendered honors as President Wilson’s official yacht, the “Mayflower,” came in to port and
anchored. The President later visited the “Pennsylvania;” a real thrill for Robert Martin.
The “Pennsylvania” achieved fame during World War II. Hit by a Japanese bomb at Pearl
Harbor, she was repaired modernized in 1942. She was the only U.S. battleship to take part in

every
amphibious
landing
operation in the Pacific theatre
during World War II. The
“Pennsylvania” was one of only
four battleships awarded the Navy
Unit Commendation.
After World War II, the
“Pennsylvania,” now obsolete,
served as an unmanned target
vessel in atomic bomb tests at
Bikini Atoll in 1948; an
ignominious end for an illustrious
ship.

The USS “Pennsylvania” in the East River, New York City.
1916. Image from US Navy website, NAVSOURCE.

Penn State University received the
“Pennsylvania’s” bell on loan from the Department of the Navy in 1955. In 1959, the bell was
moved near the main entrance to the Wagner Building, home of the ROTC programs at the
university.
At the conclusion of Martin’s post-war enlistment, he returned to the Lyons-Geneva area. His
wife was a Geneva resident. For many years he operated Martin’s Coffee Shop in Lyons. By
1942, he was also working for the Veterans Hospital in Canandaigua, retiring as Chief Nursing
Attendant.
Martin was also a charter member of Canandaigua Post 256, American Legion in 1919. When
he passed away, May 17, 1973, Robert A.
Martin was laid to rest in Glenwood
Cemetery, Geneva.
A Note on Sources:

Martin’s headstone in Glenwood Cemetery, City of
Geneva.

The basic facts of Robert A. Martin’s
service in the Marine Corps can be found
on his service summary at the National
Archives and available on-line from
Ancestry.com. Information about the USS
“Pennsylvania” can be obtained from the
Naval History and Heritage Command.
Martin’s obituaries provide insight into his
post-war life.

Flying Over the Trenches
Newton C. Rogers
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

While several local soldiers found themselves
in an aero squadron during World War I, very
few were actually pilots. One of them was
Newton Rogers of Canandaigua and Cobleskill.
He was born in Canandaigua and was living in
Cobleskill, NY at the time he registered for the
Newton Rogers in uniform. Image from Cathy
draft in June 1917. Rogers graduated from
Wallace on Ancestry.com.
Cornell University in 1916 and received an
appointment to teach botany and horticulture at
the state school of agriculture in Cobleskill. He told the draft board that he was an instructor in
fruit growing.
In July, 1917, at the end of his first year at the Cobleskill college, Newton Rogers returned to
Ithaca and joined the Enlisted Reserve Corps hoping to become a pilot. He was immediately
assigned to the School of Military Aeronautics run by Cornell University during the war. He
was discharged as an enlisted trainee to accept a commission as a 1st Lieutenant on Apr. 12,
1918. Briefly assigned to two Aviation Instruction Centers, he was ultimately assigned to the
96th Aero Squadron. His first overseas assignment was in Italy in the spring of 1918. Rogers
was then transferred to France and flew with the 96th Squadron.
The 96th Aero Squadron was a bomber and reconnaissance squadron. Its pilots flew the Breguet
14 aircraft, a French biplane that was built in very large numbers. Its men were largely college
graduates, all volunteers, and altogether quite an elite group. Their aeronautical qualifications
were the highest in the Air Service.
The 96th Aero Squadron was ordered to Amanty Airdrome in the Toul Sector (France) after
training in England. There they began active service against the enemy in the summer of 1918.
Many of the planes assigned to the squadron came from the 7th Aviation Instruction Center,
where Rogers was briefly a student. The planes were in very poor condition, having been used
for instruction since December, 1917, and were in constant need of major repairs even before
they were used to carry real bombs.
Initial operations consisted of several practice patrols covering the rear area of the sector and
giving the pilots the opportunity of flying together. The 96th supported the U.S. First Army and

the French Eighth Army from June 12,
1918 until the end of the war, becoming
part of the 1st Day Bombardment Group
with the 11th and 20th Aero Squadrons on
September 10, 1918.
Newton Rogers flew with the 96th Aero
Squadron until he was reported killed in
action on Sep. 16, 1918.
From the
available records, it is not clear whether
Rogers was hit by ground fire or was
attacked by an enemy airplane. He was
first reported in local papers as missing-inRogers and one of the planes he flew with the 96th Aero
action. However, his body was located as
Squadron. Image from Cathy Wallace on Ancestry.com.
the lines moved on the ground and he was
first interred in the St. Mihiel military cemetery.
When the government offered Rogers’ parents the opportunity to have their son’s body returned
to his home it was quickly accepted. He was reburied in Cheshire in 1921.

Rogers grave in Pine Bank Cemetery, Cheshire,
Town of Canandaigua

Rogers’s original burial place in the St. Mihiel
military cemetery. Image from Cathy Wallace
on Ancestry.com.

A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Newton Rogers’ service can be found on his draft registration and his enlisted
and officer service summaries at the National Archives and available on-line from Ancestry.com.
Local, as well as national newspaper coverage, available through on-line collections provide
basic facts about his service and death overseas.

A Pharmacy War
Paul L. Fish
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Before the US Naval Hospital Corps was established in
1898, there was limited medical support for officers and
sailors in the Navy. Since the Revolution, naval medical
assistants were assigned randomly from a ship's crew. For
the most part, enlisted assistants to the ship’s surgeon were
responsible for keeping irons hot and sand ready. It was
commonplace during battle for the surgeons to conduct
amputations and irons were used to close lacerations and
wounds. Sand was used to keep the surgeon from slipping
on the bloody deck of a ship.

Rating insignia for a World War I era
Pharmacist’s Mate 2nd Cl.

Early “corpsmen,” as they are widely known now, were
commonly referred to as a “loblolly boys,” a term
borrowed from the British Royal Navy. That nickname was commonly used for so many years
that eventually it was recognized in the Navy Regulations (1814). Later, the title of enlisted
medical assistants changed several more times. The term “nurse” was used starting in 1861, and
finally “bayman” was adopted in 1876. The senior enlisted medical rate (sailor), “surgeon's
steward,” was introduced in 1841 and remained through the Civil War. Following the Civil War,
the title “apothecary” was adopted indicating some pharmacy training portending the future.
More reform in the enlisted naval medical department was needed, however. Reflecting advances
in medicine both inside and outside of the Navy. Foreign navies began training skilled enlisted
medical personnel, and a Hospital Corps was created in the US Army in 1887. On the eve of
the Spanish–American War, Congress authorized the U.S. Navy Hospital Corps in 1898. Three
rates were created for the Hospital Corps: Hospital Apprentice, Hospital Apprentice First Class
(a petty officer third class), and Hospital Steward (Chief Petty Officer).
Yet another change in 1916 established a new rate structure: Hospital Apprentice Second Class,
Hospital Apprentice First Class. The rating title for petty officers of the Hospital Corps was
changed to Pharmacist's Mate, following the pattern of some of the Navy's other ratings
(boatswain's mate, gunner's mate, etc.). Pharmacist's mates now the petty officers, and chief
pharmacist's mate (CPhM) was the CPO.
At the start of 1917, the Hospital Corps counted 1,700 men in its ranks. A concerted effort to
recruit and train new personnel enabled the corps to reach its authorized strength of 6,000 men.
As these plans came to fruition, the United States entered World War I. By the end of 1918, the
corps peaked at about 17,000. Pharmacist’s Mates in World War I The massive wartime
expansion in Hospital Corps strength necessitated additional schools to train the newcomers. In
addition to the Hospital Corps School at Great Lakes, Illinois (established in January 1913),

wartime schools were created in Minneapolis at the University of Minnesota; in New York at
Columbia University; and at the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. A school for Naval Reserve
Force Hospital Corpsmen was set up at Boston City Hospital. Other crash-course schools for
shipboard personnel were conducted at a number of other civilian hospitals.
One Ontario County man experienced the explosive growth of the Pharmacist’s Mates in the
Navy first hand. Paul Louis Fish, was born in Phelps on Feb. 8, 1895. He had served in the
Navy Hospital Corps at the Naval Hospital in Brooklyn from 1913-1917. When American
declared war in April, 1917, Fish was one of several local men who worked for Bethlehem (PA)
Steel. He informed the Northampton County (PA) draft registrar that he was working as a first
aid man at the steel plant in South Bethlehem, PA. The 22-year old also noted on his draft
registration that he had already served four years as a Pharmacist’s Mate 2nd Class in the Navy
for four years which might explain his civilian occupation in a dangerous industry.
Fish enrolled in the Naval Reserve Force at the Navy recruiting station in Allentown, PA on Dec.
8, 1917. He immediately reported to the Receiving Ship in New York City where he remained
until Mar. 13, 1918. He was then ordered to return to the Recruiting Station in Allentown where
he requested a discharge thirteen days later, perhaps because of his medical service in a warrelated industry.

Paul L. Fish’s grave marker in Resthaven Cemetery,
Village of Phelps..

Paul L. Fish continued to work for
Bethlehem Steel until 1961 when he retired
as a nurse in the Saucon dispensary there.
He died at a local hospital near his home in
Hellertown, PA, May 18, 1973. He was
laid to rest in Resthaven Cemetery in the
Village of Phelps. Today, his grave is
marked with a government issued veteran’s
marker that refers to him as a veteran of
World War I. Given his previously stated
service, he was certainly more than a
veteran of the Great War.

A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Paul Fish’s service can be found on his draft registration and his service
summary at the National Archives and available on-line from Ancestry.com. Documentation of
his first enlistment in the Navy has not yet been located in open records. Local, as well as
national newspaper coverage, available through on-line collections provide basic facts about his
life and death outside the Navy. Extensive information about the rate of Pharmacist’s Mate can
be found on the websites of the Navy and the Navy Heritage and History Command.

Chemical Warfare Soldier
William E. Broderick
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Suggestions for the use of chemical
weapons by the US Army were made as
far back as the Civil War. None of the
early suggestions were employed.
The Four-inch Stokes mortar was a basic weapon of the
1st Gas Regt. Image from the Story of the 1st Gas
However, by the time of World War I, the
Regiment, 1919.
development of military technology and
chemical weapons prompted the Army
leadership to call for personal protective gear for US soldiers. By 1915, offensive use of gas
weapons, as well as flame-throwers, was being used by the belligerent countries at war in
Europe. American leaders, both military and civilian, were already thinking that the United
States would probably become involved in the war and chemical weapons.
On Jul. 5, 1917, three months after the US declaration of war, AEF commander John J. Pershing,
ordered the establishment of a Gas Service Section. That led to the creation of the 30th Engineer
Regiment (Gas and Flame), later designated the 1st Gas Regiment in 1918 at Camp American
University, Washington, DC on Aug. 15, 1917. The Chemical Warfare Service, later called the
Chemical Corps, was formed on Jun. 28, 1918. It was a measure of how new and untried the
concept of chemical warfare was that most of the personnel of these new military organizations
received almost no training in chemical warfare skills. Our first chemical warfare soldiers had
no specialized equipment or tactical knowledge.
The 30th Engineers received intense training from British engineers and in June, 1918, the
regiment began to operate independently. It was employed firing both gas and smoke screens for
advancing troops; defending Allied trenches; and using four inch “Stokes” mortars to hurl
termite bombs on dug-in enemy machine gun positions.
The 30th Engineer Reg. (Gas and Flame) participated in several campaigns in Flanders, Lys, and
Lorraine in 1918. Later, as the 1st Gas Regiment, the unit participated in the battles at the AisneMarne, St. Mihiel, and in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. The regiment returned to the US in
1919.
One unusual fact about the 30th Engineers/1st Gas Regiment was that several major league
baseball players served in the regiment. Among them was Branch Rickey, general manager of
the St. Louis Browns (later the Cardinals) and the Brooklyn Dodgers. Ty Cobb, Detroit Tigers

outfielder, served in the regiment as did Christy Mathewson, pitcher for the New York Giants.
Mathewson was severely wounded by a German attack and it cut short his career after the war.
One of the men assigned to the 30th Engineer Reg. /1st Gas Reg. was a 22 year-old Geneva
soldier by the name of William E. Broderick. Already working on the cutting edge of military
and civilian technology in 1917, Broderick told his draft board that he was working as a
machinist for the Thomas Aircraft Co. of Ithaca. According to his service summary, Broderick
was drafted Oct. 31, 1917 and sent to Ft. Slocum, NY outside New York City. In November,
1917, he was assigned to Co. A of the 30th Engineers/1st Gas Regiment where he served for the
rest of the war. Deployed overseas in Dec. 1917, Broderick’s service summary includes a list of
major engagements in which he participated including: “Messives; Belgium; Bois de Jury; Tete
du Violu Anould; Gasdmey; Vosges; Hartmansviller; Kopf; St. Mihiel; and Verdun.” He was
“slightly” wounded on Oct. 15, 1918.
William Broderick and his fellow soldiers
returned to American on the Transport Ship
“Baltic” in January, 1919. Sailing from the
Port of Embarkation at Brest, France,
Broderick’s unit landed in New York and
was sent to Camp Mills where the men
were discharged. From there, Broderick
returned to his home at 58 John St. in
Geneva. He would live there for the rest of
his life. When Broderick passed away,
Sep. 1, 1961 he and his wife were still
living on John St. in Geneva.
Broderick was buried in St. Patrick’s
Cemetery on the east side of Geneva.
A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of William Broderick’s
service can be found on his service
summary at the National Archives and
Broderick’s grave marker in St. Patrick’s Cemetery,
available on-line from Ancestry.com. The
Geneva.
passenger list for the Transport Ship
“Baltic;”
Broderick’s
1917
draft
registration; and the application his wife filed for a military headstone are also available on-line.
Local, national newspaper coverage of Broderick’s service is space, but a few brief articles are
available through on-line collections and provide basic facts about his service.

A Segregated War
James Linzy

`

Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

More than 200,000 black troops served with the
American Expeditionary Force overseas during
World War I. The 92nd and 93rd Divisions fought
on the Western Front and were all black units.
Segregation was strictly enforced among the
American troops. In large part, that was the
reason that the 92nd and 93rd Divisions were sent
to fight alongside French troops.

Shoulder patch of the 92nd Division. The
emblem is a reminder of the “Buffalo
Soldiers” of the 19th Century.

Pvt. James Linzy, who came to be identified with the City of Geneva in later years, told his
Monroe County draft board that he was born in East Bloomfield. Born on Mar. 4, 1886, Linzy
was living in the City of Rochester when he was called into service on Nov. 22, 1917. Sent to
Camp Dix, NJ James Linzy was assigned to one of the all black units being organized, the 349th
Field Artillery. It was soon assigned to the 92nd Division.
Building a large segregated army from the ground up presented many problems. One of those
problems was where to get enough experienced Non-commissioned Officers. In part that was
solved when the Army put out a call for volunteers from other black units already serving in
places like the Philippines or the western plains. One anonymous black First Sergeant wrote a
summary of his service with the 349th Field Artillery for W. E. B. DuBois’ proposed book, The
Black Man in the Wounded World. From that we know what James Linzy experienced from
1917-1919.
Linzy and his fellow soldiers left Camp Dix on Jun. 13, 1918. They took a train to New York
City where they boarded the Transport Ship “Rijndam” bound for Brest, France. After crossing
the dangerous Atlantic Ocean, the 349th arrived at Brest, France on Jun. 27. By Jul. 2, 1918 the
349th reached the City of Montmorillon where they paraded through the town on July 4th.
From Montmorillon, the 349th moved to La Courtine for six weeks of artillery training with the
French 75mm guns, widely used by American forces. Leaving there on Oct. 13, 1918, the 349th
boarded the “40&8” (40 men or 8 horses) railroad box cars and arriving in the Toul sector near
the front lines, Oct. 16. Two days later the 349th was in its firing position at Ville au Val. There
they “fought faithfully and bravely through shell fire and poisonous gases.” The drivers
(waggoners, like Linzy) were in constant danger from enemy barrages and air attacks with little
shelter or means of returning fire. However, the 349th did not lose a single man to enemy fire.

Shortly after the armistice on
Nov. 11, 1918, the men of the
349th Field Artillery were
ordered to move toward the
embarkation port at Brest,
France. They arrived in Brest
on Feb. 2, 1919. After a few
weeks of boring “regular” duty,
the 349th Field Artillery boarded
the transport ship “Carolina.”
Docking in New York City on
Mar. 6, the men of the 349th were taken by train to Camp Upton on eastern Long Island, where
they were “demobilized” and discharged after a few more months. Waggoner James Linzy
received his honorable discharge on Jul. 18, 1919 and returned to his home in Rochester.
By 1942, when Linzy registered for the draft once more, he had moved to Geneva. He was
living on Pre-Emption Road and working as a farmer. He worked for some time at Seneca
Foundry in Border City. He also worked and for many years as a teamster for the City of
Geneva, and still later had his own trucking business. For a decade prior to his death, Linzy
lived with a sister in Wolcott. On Mar. 17, 1959, James Linzy died at the Syracuse Veterans
Hospital; twelve years after President Harry Truman ordered the desegregation of the armed
forces. Returned to Geneva for burial, James Linzy was interred on Soldier’s Hill in Glenwood
Cemetery.
A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of James Linzy’s service
can be found on his service summary at the
National Archives and available on-line
from Ancestry.com. The passenger list for
the Transport Ship “Rijndam” and his
World War II draft registration are likewise
available on-line.
Local, national
newspaper coverage of Linzy’s service, and
that of the 349th Field Artillery, is sparse a
few brief articles are available through onJames Linzy’s grave marker on “Soldier Hill” in
line collections and provide basic facts. He
Glenwood Cemetery, City of Geneva.
was also given a paragraph in the World
War Service Record of Rochester and
Monroe County. The typescript, “Recollections of the 349th Field Artillery,” is of special interest
for Linzy’s story since it appears to have been written for W. E. B. DuBois and can easily be
found on-line.

Assaulting the Hindenburg Line
Edward F. Winnek

`

Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

A system of defensive position, built by the Germans
(with Russian POW labor) in 1916-1917, the
Hindenburg Line stretched from the French coast to the
border with Belgium.
The fortifications consisted of connected concrete
bunkers and machine gun emplacements; barbed wire;
tunnels; trenches; and command posts. Behind the front
lines, it was intended to be the backbone of an
Edward F. Winnek
increasingly defensive German strategy. Despite their
Image by John Seely at Findagrave.com.
belief that the Hindenburg Line could not be
penetrated, the Allied “Hundred Days” campaign in the fall of 1918 took the line, at great cost,
and was the beginning of the end of the war six weeks later.
The assault on the Hindenburg Line began on September 29, 1918. It was preceded by a 56-hour
Allied artillery bombardment employing 1,637 guns along a 10,000-yard-long front. The attack
was led by Australian and American troops, including the 27th Division (New York National
Guard). Both sides took heavy casualties in
a four-day fight and the Germans were
forced to retreat behind the line.
After the successful penetration of the
Hindenburg Line, the Allied forces
continued to press their advantage on the
Western Front, leading to the final
armistice on Nov. 11, 1918.
1st Lt. Edward F. Winnek was leading his
comrades of Co. B, 108th Infantry, and
27th Division on Sep. 29, 1918. Co. B
was Geneva’s own and almost all of its
members were from the immediate area.
Born in Watertown, MA, Oct. 7, 1888,
Edward Winnek and his family moved to

27the Division troops getting ready for the attack on the
Hindenburg Line, Sep. 29, 1918.

Geneva soon after the turn of the 20th Century. He enlisted in Co. B on Dec. 23, 1907, at the age
of 19. In April, 1913, Winnek served with the company in Buffalo, keeping order during a street
car strike. Throughout his state service, Winnek apparently showed strong leadership skills and
was commissioned an officer in August, 1915. During the summer and fall of 1916, Lt. Winnek
served with Co. B patrolling the Texas-Mexico border near Brownsville.
When Co. B. was called into service in April, 1917, Winnek and his men reported to Pelham
Bay, near New York City. From there, they were sent for training at Camp Wadsworth,
established for the 27th Division at Spartanburg, SC.
He was deployed to France on transport ship “Kursk” from Newport News, VA on May 10,
1918. On Sep. 29, 1918, 1st Lt. Edward F. Winnek was killed in action leading Co. B in the
initial attack on the Hindenburg Line.
Winnek’s family first received word of his death from his
brother, Charles, who was also serving in Co. B. The
Democrat & Chronicle reported (Nov. 5, 1918) that six
members of Co. B died in the attack on the Hindenburg
Line and 30 were wounded. A funeral mass for Edward
Winnek was celebrated in St. Stephen’s Church, Geneva,
on Nov. 14, 1918.
After his death, Winnek was cited in general orders for
“Meritorious Service.” That entitled his family to a
posthumous award of the Silver Star medal.

Grave of Edward F. Winnek.
Somme American Cemetery, France.

After the war, Edward Winnek was finally interred in the
new Somme American Cemetery at Bony, France. In
1929, Winnek’s mother, Bessie, joined several other
Geneva widows and mothers in a government sponsored
pilgrimage to visit his grave.
During the fall of 1919, Geneva veterans organized the

Winnek Post #396, American Legion.
A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Edward Winnek’s service can be found in his service summary from the
National Archives, available on-line at Ancestry.com. State service summaries covering the
period after 1915 can be found there also. His death received extensive newspaper coverage in
Geneva and Rochester that included other service details. There are many historical sources of
information about the attack on the Hindenburg Line.

Death in the Argonne Forest
George C. Schrader

`

Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

George C. Schrader died just sixteen days before the
armistice that ended World War I was signed. He was
not alone. There was bitter fighting right up to the final
minute at 11:00 AM on Nov. 11, 1918. George
Schrader’s regiment, the 311th Infantry (78th Division)
lost 170 men killed in action in the final battles in the
Argonne Forest. On Oct. 26, 1918, the day George C.
Schrader died, his regiment lost 33 other men killed in
George C. Schrader from the Short
History of the 108th Infantry (1918)
action. Fifty-five men were wounded that day alone,
and four succumbed to a German gas attack. During
the final weeks of the war, the Meuse-Argonne Offensive was a desperate struggle for both sides.
So, what brought Pvt. George C. Schrader to his rendezvous with death?
When he registered with his draft board, on Jun. 5, 1917, George C. Schrader was not quite 31
years old. Born in the Town of Victor, Aug. 11, 1886, his parents were Frederika (known as
Reka) and John Schrader. Both of Schrader’s parents were German immigrants, immigrating to
the United States in 1873. They soon moved to the Macedon, Chapin, Shortsville area where
they worked several farms. In 1917, Schrader’s parents moved to a home on West Main St. in
Shortsville. George Schrader was one of nine siblings.
George Schrader was working on the George Record farm in the Town of Manchester when he
was drafted on Apr. 1, 1918, a year after America entered the war. He told the draft board that
he was supporting his father, mother and a nephew. His parents were in their late 70s. Together
with hundreds of other draftees, Schrader took the train from Canandaigua to Camp Dix, NJ
where he received several weeks of training.
The 78th Division was organized, on paper, Aug. 24, 1917. It began to fill with draftees sent to
Camp Dix from New York and New Jersey, with a few from other states. On May 17, 1918, the
division received orders to move from Camp Dix to a Port of Embarkation at New York harbor.
On May 19, the division moved up to Jersey City by train and from there took ferry boats across
the harbor to the Brooklyn piers.
There, Schrader’s regiment boarded the Transport Ship, “Nestor” for the voyage across the
Atlantic. Seventy-three transport ships composed the convoy that passed the north coast of

Ireland after about a week. From there, the “Nestor,” with
its American and British escorts, sailed down the Irish sea
and docked at Liverpool, England on May 30, 1918. After
a train ride toward the Channel, and a brief stay in a rest
camp, the 311th Infantry crossed over to the French port of
Calais. There they boarded the notorious “40 & 8” cars for
the trip to their assigned section of the front, near the
Belgian border.
In the few months that George Schrader’s regiment was
engaged on the Western Front many other men also lost
their lives. At the battle at St. Mihiel, and in the MeuseArgonne Offensive, the 311th Infantry lost of total of 224
men killed in action; 35 died of wounds; and 29 died from
disease.

78th Division shoulder sleeve
insignia, World War I. The
lightning bolt represents “Jersey
lightening,” the legendary natural
phenomenon on the New Jersey
shore. About half of all the men in
the 78th Division came from New
Jersey with about an equal number
of draftees from New York.

After the war, when the American Battle Monuments Commission was created, and the
American overseas cemeteries established, George Schrader was finally laid to rest in the MeuseArgonne American Cemetery, near Romagne, France. His parents rest in North Farmington
Cemetery, behind the Friends Church. His name is carved on their stone. Schrader’s mother
died in 1921. The Shortsville Enterprise (Jul. 22, 1921) said George’s death was “a shock from
which she never recovered.”
George Schrader’s sacrifice is fading into memory
now, a century after his death. For generations, he
has been called a hero in Shortsville and Manchester.
His name, and that of another local hero (William
Turner) are commemorated in the name of one of the
first American Legion posts organized in New York;
Turner-Schrader American Legion Post #34.
A Note on Sources:

Burial site of George C. Schrader’s
parents. N. Farmington Cemetery, Town
of Farmington.

The basic facts of George C. Schrader’s service can
be found in his service summary from the National
Archives, available on-line at Ancestry.com where
his draft registration can also be found. The History
of the 311th Infantry, published in 1919, provides
detailed information about Schrader’s regiment and
the day he died.
Local newspapers provide
background to Schrader’s story, and that of his
mother.

Historic Family’s Son
William Turner

`
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It would be hard to find a more all-American soldier
than William Turner of Manchester. His life could
serve as a mirror for much of 19th Century American
history. Born in Leanard, KS, according to his service
summary card, he was born in 1888.
Years later, when his father, Augustus Turner, died in
1940, a newspaper article in the Daily Messenger
William Turner from the 1917 Illustrated
revealed that William Turner was the son of a very
Roster of the 108th Infantry.
historic family. His great-grandfather was a soldier in
the American Revolution. His great-grandmother was
said to be one of the last five widowed pensioners of Revolutionary service.
Augustus Turner, William’s father, attended the Armington School in Manchester and the Jones
Academy, later known as Red Creek Seminary. At the age of 24, Augustus Turner went to work
for a Seymour, MA silk mill and then moved to Jersey City,
NJ. Later he was a farmer in Manchester and then traveled
to San Francisco, CA, returning, finally across the Isthmus
of Panama before there was any canal.

The shoulder insignia of the 27th
Division is a bit of a pun. The
National Guard commander in
New York was Maj. Gen. John F.
O’Ryan. The patch shows the
constellation Orion with the
monogram NY.

Marrying William Turner’s mother, Ella Johnson, in 1875,
Augustus moved to Kansas by covered wagon in 1885.
They had two sons at the time, and William Turner was
born there. Finally returning to Manchester, Augustus went
to work at a grist mill on Canandaigua Outlet. Augustus
and Ella (Johnson) Turner ultimately had twelve children.
They lost only one of their five sons, William.
William Turner enlisted in Co. B of the 3rd New York
Infantry, later the 108th Infantry, on Jun. 6, 1917. Like other
units, Co. B (Geneva) became part of the 27th Division. The
unit was shortly called to active duty and sent to Camp
Wadsworth, SC for extensive training.

Sent to France on May 10, 1918, the 108th Infantry received additional training from the British.
On Sep. 29, 1918, a Marshall Foch, allied commander, ordered a grand offensive from the North
Sea to the Swiss border. The 27th Division sector attack was made by the 108th Infantry with two
other regiments. The battle began at 5:30 AM. According to witnesses, it was a cold autumn
morning with a drizzly rain and fog. There is an ineffective German counter-attack, and then the
enemy withdraws to the east. The Hindenburg Line was no longer effective.
After breaching the outer works of
the vaunted Hindenburg Line, the
108th Infantry moved into the Dirck
Valley east of Bony. There, on Sep.
29, Turner’s comrades met stiff
resistance. The casualties were very
large; 121 gassed in action, 518
wounded, 154 killed in action, and
19 missing.
William Turner, the young man
whose family life story was a
veritable American history text, was
one of those killed that September
day. He is buried in the Somme
American Cemetery, Bony, France.
Ironically, Bony was one of the
objectives shown on the division
battle plan.
The new American Legion Post
organized in Manchester in 1919
Map from History of the 27th Division.
honors the names of William Turner
and George Schrader, another local
soldier who died in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive a month later.
A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of William Turner’s service can be found in his service summary from the
National Archives, available on-line at Ancestry.com where his draft registration can also be
found. The Short History of the 108th Infantry (1918) Over There with O’Ryan’s Roughnecks
(1966) and The Story of the 27th Division (1921) provide detailed information about Turner’s
regiment and the operations at the time he died. Local newspapers, including news of his
father’s death in 1940, provide important background to Turner’s life and family story.

Tragedy After the Armistice
Seeley B. Parish

`
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On Dec. 5, 1918, the Phelps Citizen published several
recent letters from local soldiers, written over the past
two months. Three of them were written by Seeley B.
Parish to his “Dear Mother and Grandmother.” In those
letters, Parish spoke plainly about the stress of the final
months of war. Oct. 19: “A fellow by the name of
Watkins from near Canandaigua and I have been
sleeping under a porch of an old German band stand.
We found a little stove and things are quite cheery. I
put in the hardest 10 days that I ever did or ever expect
to. It has been rainy and cold with just our battle pack
Seeley B. Parish.
Courtesy Steven
for a cover which is an overcoat and a raincoat and
Carney on Ancestry.com.
some days on account of our rapid advance it was
impossible for them to get food to us, so taking
everything as a whole, it has been hell. Now that it is over we can look back and laugh, but up
there it was no laughing matter as "Jerry" was sending them over pretty freely and it was just
luck if he missed you because we didn't have time to dig in.”
Seeley B. Parish lived through some of the hardest fighting in the First World War. And then,
nine days after the joyous celebration of the armistice, Parish died from pneumonia. It was an
ironic personal and family tragedy. Unfortunately, it was tragedy all too common among the
exhausted soldiers. The Citizen’s editor noted, directly under Parish’s last published letter, that
word of his death had just been received.
When Seeley Parish registered for the draft, on Jun. 5, 1917, he told the board that he was born
in Starkey, Yates County, on Oct. 14, 1890. He was working as a laborer at the Empire State
Pickling Company.
Parish was drafted at Canandaigua on Feb. 24, 1918. Sent to training with the 151st Depot
Brigade at Camp Devens, MA, Parish was reassigned on Mar. 16, 1918 to the 302nd Field Signal
Battalion for overseas service with the 77th Division. Together with members of the 307th
Infantry, also part of the 77th Division, Parish sailed aboard the Transport Ship “Justicia” from
New York.
Parish’s battalion was responsible to maintaining mostly wire communications among the
division’s infantry regiments and with their headquarters. Mostly composed of New York
draftees, the 77th Division was the first American draftee division to fight on the Western Front.
When it deployed from Camp Upton, Long Island in April, 1918 its roster included 28,000 men.

In less than a year, that division sustained more than 10,000 casualties. That number did not
include soldiers like Seeley B. Parish who died from disease after the fighting stopped.
Seeley Parish’s service summary from the National Archives shows that he was present for duty
in some of the most difficult engagements of the 77th Division. They included the Baccarat
Sector; the Vesle Sector; the Oise-Aisne fighting; and the final Meuse-Argonne Offensive that
finally broke the German army as well as the Kaiser’s government.
As the joy of the armistice warmed the hearts of local families, however, a telegram from the
War Department was delivered to Parish’s mother at their home on Park Place in the Village of
Phelps. “Deeply regret to inform you that it is officially reported that Private Seeley B. Parish,
Infantry, died of pneumonia, November twentieth. HARRIS, The Adjutant General.”
Nearly a year later, the Phelps Citizen (Oct. 2, 1919) reported that “Mrs. Alleta Parish has
received from the government bureau in Hoboken N. J., the personal effects of her son Private
Seeley B. Parish, Company I, 307th Infantry, who died of pneumonia in France on November 20,
1918. Among the articles received: were a diamond ring, fountain pen and watch in perfect
condition, besides a bundle of private correspondence, service records and diary; the latter;
relating many interesting experiences as well, as hardships in the young soldier's from February
to November 10th, ten days, before his death.”
About 1939, when Parish’s mother passed away,
a family monument including Seeley’s name,
was erected in Resthaven Cemetery in the
Village of Phelps. Parrish’s father died in 1915,
just before the war, and the young draftee told
his draft board that his mother depended upon
him for her support. Everything changed on Nov.
20, 1918!
Seeley Parish was interred in the Suresnes
American Cemetery. The Seeley B. Parish Post
#457 American Legion, organized in Phelps in
1919, perpetuates his name.
A Note on Sources:
Memorial for Seeley B. Parish.
Cemetery, Village of Phelps.

Resthaven

The basic facts of Seeley B. Parish’s service can
be found in his service summary from the
National Archives, available on-line at
Ancestry.com where his draft registration and transport ship manifest can also be found. Local
newspapers provide a great deal of information about Parish through his published letters. The
website of the American Battle Monuments Commission provides information about his
overseas burial.

“In the Thickest Fighting”
James Cooke
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Like more than a few of the soldiers who left for the
war from Ontario County, James Cooke was an
immigrant. Cooke arrived in the US in 1912, leaving
his mother in England. He did note on his draft
registration that he had taken out his “first papers” in
the process of applying for American citizenship.
When he registered for the draft on Jun. 5, 1917, Cooke
told his registrar in the Town of Victor, John Brady,
that he was born in Norwich, England on Jun. 11, 1895.
At the time he registered, Cooke was working as a
laborer at the Locke Insulator Co. in the Village of
Victor. He and his brother, William, were living with
their aunt and uncle, Alice and Edward Concannon.

Democrat & Chronicle. Oct. 16, 1918.
.

The draft board meeting in Canandaigua called James
Cook into the service of the United States on Feb. 24, 1918. Cooke was sent to the 151st Depot
Brigade for training at Camp Devens, MA where he remained until Mar. 16th. He was then
assigned to the 307th Infantry regiment, part of the 77th Division formed at Camp Upton on Long
Island. On Apr. 7, 1918, Cooke and the members of the 307th Infantry boarded the Transport
Ship “Justicia” for France.
The 77th Division shoulder insignia emblem was the Statue of Liberty, chosen because nearly the
entire division was composed of draftees from New York. It was destined to participate in many
of the bloodiest engagements of the war. After his death, the Democrat & Chronicle reported
that Cooke was the fifth man from his local draft contingent to be reported a casualty; that they
had been kept together and “have been in the thickest fighting.”
The division moved across the Vesle River after its first hard-fought battles in late August, 1918.
By Sep. 2, the 307th Infantry was poised to spearhead the 77th Division assault on the German
positions along the Aisne River. As the 307th moved through recently shelled and ruined towns
they found the enemy dug in along a line prepared long before. French, British, American and
Italian troops were pressing the Germans hard. The major allied strategic goal was to drive the
Germans away from the Argonne Forest, then the largest expanse of woodland in northern
Europe. James Cooke never reached the Argonne, however. He died on Sep. 6, 1918 just as the
77th Division (and the 307th Infantry) was crossing the Aisne on their way into the immense
forest. He was a “runner” carrying messages in an age before tactical radios and was probably
caught in the open.

307th Infantry marching in review along a road in France, Jun. 7, 1918. This is photograph Q 8986 from
the collections of the British Imperial War Museums

After the war, when the American Battle
Monuments Commission was created, James
Cooke was permanently interred in the OiseAisne American Cemetery in France. It is very
near where he fell in the fall of 1918.
A Note on Sources:

More than 6000 American soldiers from World
War I are buried at the Oise-Aisne Cemetery.

provides information about his overseas burial.

The basic facts of James Cooke’s service can be
found in his service summary from the National
Archives, available on-line at Ancestry.com
where his draft registration and transport ship
manifest can also be found. Local newspapers
provide a great deal of information about Cooke
after his tragic death. The website of the
American Battle Monuments Commission

`

To War in the Holy Land
Charles A. Fiero
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“You will have learned from previous letters that I
am now up in the line in Palestine… Furthermore,
here in the Holy Land everything is naturally very
interesting. The Holy City which I am permitted
to visit ranks first in interest. Before leaving
Malta I often expressed the hope that we would be
sent to Palestine…and my wish has been
realized.” So wrote, Pvt. Charles A. Fiero, a
member of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force
commanded by Gen. Edmund Allenby of British
army.

Democrat & Chronicle. Aug. 30, 1918.

Charles Fiero’s experience in the First World War
was unique among the veterans of Ontario
County. So apparently were his wishes for
personal service in the great cataclysm at the start
of the Twentieth Century.

.

Charles Fiero was a resident of Shortsville who
left his wife and two children and traveled to Montreal in 1915 to enlist in the British forces.
Fiero was almost immediately sent to Grove Park camp, near London, England. From there he
was assigned to the ambulance service and deployed to the island of Malta in the Mediterranean
for eighteen months. There, he reported working as a coxswain on a boat patrol before he was
further deployed to Gen. Allenby’s headquarters in Egypt in April, 1917.
Fiero spent the last year of the war in the British Army Service Corps supporting Allenby’s drive
to liberate Jerusalem and Palestine from the hold of the Turks. The United States never declared
war on the Ottoman Empire (Turkey). Consequently, Fiero’s service in that campaign is unique
among that of other county soldiers.
Gen. Allenby’s force was initially sent to Egypt to reinforce the defenses of the Suez Canal.
However, a bigger strategic objective was soon identified; taking the Holy City of Jerusalem.
As a result of Allenby’s victories in several battles in the hills around Jerusalem, British Empire
forces captured the city and established a new fortified line from Jaffa to Jerusalem, Hebron, and
Bethlehem.
On Dec. 11, 1917, Gen. Allenby entered the old city on foot, through the Jaffa Gate, to show
respect for the holy city. British Prime Minister, David Lloyd George, called the capture "a

Christmas present for the British people". The battles
in Palestine and the taking of Jerusalem were a great
morale boost for the British Empire and the Allies.
Charles Fiero was an eyewitness to those historical
events that still shape world affairs in the present
time. In a letter published in the Ontario County
Times (Jul. 3, 1918), Fiero described his personal
journey in detail. “I crossed the Suez Canal the
evening of May 3rd. Had a very pleasant journey by
train down thru Egypt to the Canal… The route I
shall take from here is one of the most ancient in the
world. It has been the highway between Egypt and
Palestine
from
ti9333
me immemorial…Armenians have more recently
found a refuge in Egypt from massacre over this
route… This highway has all been captured from the
Turks in this present war, which is a great blessing to
civilization, too…” While he was not wounded in
combat, Fiero did become seriously ill with a fever
that eventually forced his evacuation back to a
British military hospital in Egypt.

Gen. Allenby entering Jerusalem. Dec. 11,
1917. Image courtesy Daily Mail.

After World War I, the British held a League of Nations mandate for Palestine, declaring their
general support for a state of Israel in 1924. With British encouragement and assistance, the
Arab state of Saudi Arabia was created as well. Lebanon and Syria became French mandates.

Charles A. Fiero’s grave. Brookside Cemetery,
Village of Shortsville.

Charles Fiero returned to Toronto after the war.
There he was discharged from His Majesty’s
Service on Aug. 27, 1919 and returned to his
family in Shortsville. Illness would follow
Fiero for the rest of his short life. On Nov. 25,
1924, the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle
reported his death at Deaconess Hospital in
Buffalo following an illness of ten days.
Charles Fiero now rests in Brookside Cemetery
in the Village of Shortsville. His grave has no
veteran’s emblem despite his historic service.
A Note on Sources:

The basic facts of Charles Fiero’s service can be found in his several published letters and other
newspaper articles published during the war. Fiero’s medal cards and some general information
about his service can be found in the National Archives of Great Britain, accessible on-line. .

Not a “Slacker”
Floyd H. Brown
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In 1918, a “slacker” was a person who could not be
relied upon to do his duty, or shoulder his
responsibility. It was a term well established by the
time the World War I draft went into effect.
During the war, and shortly afterward, men
perceived to be “slackers” were roundly criticized,
often publically humiliated, and sometimes arrested.
After the war, “slacker lists” were published in
many newspapers using often faulty information.
After the war, the War Department began releasing
Image from Library of Congress.
lists of “slackers” to newspapers and civic groups.
.
The new American Legion, in particular pressured
the government to reveal the names of men who had not registered or reported for the draft.
They were even branded “deserters,” a term normally applied to service members who leave
their duty stations without any authority. The term “deserter” implies not only not doing a
required duty, but also fleeing from danger faced by fellow soldiers, sailors, or marines. The
term “slacker” became so common, and aroused such strong emotion, that it even became part of
American popular music for a short time.
The original intent of the “slacker lists” was to bring public shame on those who failed to do
their duty, in addition to punishment. The release of the “slacker lists” came at a time when
public excitement surrounding the war produced many outbreaks of violence, the denial of civil
liberties to those expressing minority opinions, and the prosecution (even persecution) of groups,
like the Mennonites and socialists, opposing warfare generally. As the casualty lists
compounded, and propaganda from the Committee on War Information and evangelistic
speakers like Billy Sunday increased in intensity (“If hell were turned upside down, you would
find ‘Made in Germany’ stamped on the bottom of it.”), many Americans approved of the
“slacker lists” for a time.
By 1921, however, more and more “slacker” listings were found to be in error. Among the most
egregious errors was the listing of Floyd H. Brown. A Geneva Resident, Brown’s name was
among those sent out by the government, according to the Geneva Daily Times of Oct. 15, 1921.
Fortunately, Brown was well enough known in Geneva that the new Winnek Post of the
American Legion immediately contacted Brown and asked for verification of his service. Brown
provided Legion members with his honorable discharge and other documents that showed that he
was not a “slacker.” The officers of the Winnek Post then notified government officials of the
error.

According to his draft registration form,
Floyd Hiram Brown was 22 years old when
he registered on Jun. 5, 1917. A natural
born citizen, born in Canandaigua on Aug.
10, 1895, Brown was living at 58 Milton
ST. in the City of Geneva. There he
worked as a waiter for Fred Bertram.
Some two weeks after he registered for the
Geneva Daily Times. Oct. 15, 1921
draft, Floyd Brown enlisted in the Regular
Army and reported to Camp Syracuse on
Jun. 22, 1917. From there he was sent to training and assigned to the Medical Detachment of the
30th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Division. Brown’s service summary provides very brief information.
However, it does indicate that he served overseas from Apr. 2, 1918 to Aug. 20, 1919 and that he
was honorably discharged on Aug. 25, 1919. After Brown died in 1955, an application for a
government headstone was filed also confirms his military service during World War I.
Unfortunately, available public records don’t provide much detail about Floyd Brown’s military
service. However, when the Winnek Post, American Legion, cleared his name it reported to the
Geneva Daily Times that he saw “considerable active service in France, being in the Aisne
Defensive, Chateau Thierry Sector, Champagne-Marne Defensive, Aisne-Marne Offensive,
Vesle section, St. Mihiel Offensive, Meuse-Argonne Offensive and also in the Army of
Occupation.” If ever there was someone who did not deserve even momentary condemnation as
a “slacker” is was Pfc. Floyd H. Brown!
Floyd Hiram Brown passed away on Dec.
30, 1955 while visiting family in Santa
Monica, CA. He was laid to rest in
Woodlawn Cemetery in his birthplace,
Canandaigua. A bronze veteran’s marker
listing his service in World War I, together
with a family headstone and American flags
serve to remind visitors of the dangers of
publically labeling someone a “slacker.”
Floyd H. Brown’s veteran headstone. Woodlawn
Cemetery, City of Canandaigua.

A Note on Sources:

The basic facts of Floyd H. Brown’s service
can be found in his service summary, draft
registration and headstone application available on the Internet from the National Archives and
made available by Ancestry.com. Newspaper coverage of Brown’s erroneous classification as a
“slacker” is available from the Geneva Daily Times and other local papers. His obituary was
published by the Canandaigua Daily Messenger and is very informative.

Never Fully Recovered
James Brown
Preston E. Pierce
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Those who bore the brunt of the fighting during the
First World War often suffered from their injuries to
body and mind for decades; some to the end of their
days. A few of the wounded soldiers suffered
intensely during the years immediately following the
armistice and never fully recovered. For a tragic few,
their lives were lost just after the war, and they were
never listed among the dead on a monument. Among
that tragic few was Cpl. James Brown of Geneva.

`
Troops training at Cp. Devens, MA.
1917-1918.
Image
courtesy
Lowellsun.com.

Together with thousands of other men, James Brown
registered for the draft on Jun. 5, 1917. He told the Ontario County board that he was a natural
born citizen, born in Waterloo (Seneca Co.), NY on Mar 4, 1895. According to his registration
card, Brown was living near the corner of Castle St. and Pre-Emption Rd. in Geneva. Later
newspaper accounts of his death said that his parents lived on Washington St. in the City of
Geneva. Brown was self-employed as a grocer in Geneva, perhaps near the corner where he
lived.
On Feb. 24, 1918, the draft board sitting in Canandaigua called James Brown into service. He
was sent for training with the 151st Depot Brigade at Camp Devens, MA. Camp Devens was the
first of sixteen temporary cantonments (large-scale training camps) to open. In June, the federal
government leased, and later purchased, the land near the intersection in of important north/south
and east/west rail lines near Ayer, MA.
Camp Devens was the entry point into the Army for many draftees. Camp Devens was the
smallest training cantonment in the nation, processing 100,000 into the Army and later
demobilizing 150,000 after the war.
In company with several other local men, James Brown received orders to report to the 77 th
Division (“New York Division”) at Camp Upton, Long Island on Mar. 16, 1918. Three weeks
later he was ferried to the White Star docks in southern Manhattan and boarded the troop
transport ship, “Justicia,” that would take him to France with Co. H., 307th Infantry Regiment.
The 77th Division moved across the Vesle River after its first hard-fought battles in late August,
1918. The 307th Infantry was designated that spearhead for the 77th Division assault on the
German positions along the Aisne River. It would sustain severe losses, including several from
Ontario County.
As the 307th moved through shelled and ruined French towns, they found the enemy strongly
defending trench lines prepared long before. The major allied drive aimed to drive the Germans

out of the Argonne Forest. Two months of intense combat followed with many deaths and
injuries. Before the armistice in November, Co. H would lose 41 men killed-in-action or died
from wounds (three more died from disease). James Brown was slightly wounded on Sep. 26,
1918 (Probably his gas wound.). He was wounded severely on Oct. 2.
After the Nov. 11th armistice, the 307th and its division, moved to Chaumont and several other
villages along the valley of the Aube. There they spent a boring winter of rain, snow and mud
awaiting orders to return to America. Brown may not have remained in France that long since
his service summary says he was demobilized on Apr. 8, 1919. Brown’s final papers classified
him as 25% disabled.
Brown’s lungs never fully recovered from the gas attack he suffered. He returned to Geneva, but
was soon looking for help. Within a year of his discharge, Brown went to visit relatives living in
Denver, CO in the spring of 1920. While he was there he accompanied some friends to Colorado
Springs. There they decided to go swimming in a hotel pool. The water must have been very
cold. Brown suffered a heart attack as soon as he entered the water and died an hour later.
James Brown was not quite 23 years old when he entered the army and only 25 when he died. A
member of St. Stephen’s Parrish in Geneva,
Brown was apparently a hard worker and a
member of the Geneva Council of the
Knights of Columbus. He never had the
opportunity to build a life or career in the
decades following the war.
A Note on Sources:

James M. Brown’s headstone.
Cemetery, City of Geneva.

St.

Patrick’s

The basic facts of James Brown’s service
can be found in his service summary and
draft registration cards available on the
Internet from the National and State
Archives
and
made
available
by
Ancestry.com.
Newspaper coverage of
Brown’s untimely death can be found in the
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle and the
Geneva Daily Times. Detailed information
about the service of Co. H, 307th Inf. can be
found in the History of the 77th Division
(1919) and in the book, From Upton to the
Meuse with the Three Hundred & Seventh
(1920).

A Life in Service to His Nation;
His Community; and Veterans
Levi S. Corser
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When Levi Corser died on Sep. 6, 1979, Bristol Town
Supervisor, Robert Walwrath, gave a statement to the
Democrat & Chronicle reporter charged with writing
Corser’s obituary. It went right to the heart of Levi
Corser’s life. Perhaps it would be better to say, right
to Levi Corser’s heart. “We have truly lost a pillar in
our community. Mr. Corser…knew and loved the
history and people of the Town of Bristol and Ontario
County. He will be sadly missed by all of us.”
Unlike most veterans, Levi Corser gave no statement
to the draft board in 1917. He wasn’t required to do
so. He had already been serving in the Regular Army
for seven months. His service summary shows that
Corser was born in Bristol Center Mar. 24, 1898. He
enlisted in the Regular Army at Columbus Barracks,
OH on Oct 11, 1916.

`
Levi Corser standing in front of one of his
squadron’s aircraft. 1918. Image from
Corser’s scrapbook.

By Aug. 25, 1917, Corser was attending the aviation school at Mineola, Long Island. He
apparently had a special aptitude for mechanical work and his time at Mineola was followed by
several related special aviation schools. Corser served with the 44th Aero Squadron Signal Co
until Oct. 24, 1917; the Delco Ignition School in Minneapolis and the Aviation Mechanical
Training School in St. Paul, MN until Apr. 4, 1918. From there he was assigned first to the 40th
Aero Squadron until Aug. 13, 1918 and then to the 830th Aero Squadron until his discharge on
Sep. 8, 1919, steadily progressing to the rank of sergeant.
Levi Coarser served overseas in France, and later Germany, from Sep. 2, 1918-Sep. 5, 1919.
While he was there, he had to opportunity to visit German aircraft factories while he was serving
in the Army of Occupation after the armistice.
In 1925, Corser married Eloise Mae Pettes. Over the next half century they raised a family while
their names were almost inseparable in community affairs.
When the Canandaigua VA Medical Center opened in 1933, Levi Corser was one of the original
employees of that facility. When he retired after thirty years of service to the nation and its
veterans he was a general mechanic at the facility.

In the sixty-one years after Levi Corser left the
Army, he continued to serve the Bristol
Community. He was Bristol Town Justice for half
a century, most of that time also serving as a
member of the Town Board. He was an active
member of the Bristol Volunteer Fire Dept., the
Bristol Valley United Church, and the New York
Association of Magistrates. He was also a member
of American Legion Post #256 in Canandaigua as
well as the local Voiture of the 40 & 8 Society. He
assisted his wife who was active in the Grange.
A long-time member of the Bristol Historical
Levi Corser Memorial Park. Co. Rd. 32, Town
Society, Corser served as its president in the midof Bristol.
1950s. At the time he died in 1979, both he and
his wife were serving as caretakers of Granger
Homestead in Canandaigua. The Corsers raised three daughters. Levi’s daughter, Helen
(Corser) Fox, later served as Bristol Town Historian for many years and is almost as legendary
as her father.
In 1945, as the Ontario County Fair resumed full operations after World War II, Levi Corser was
named General Superintendent of the fair, then held at a site in the Bristol Hills near the present
Camp Bristol Hills. Not surprisingly, Corser’s wife was one of his assistants.
Levi Corser was laid to rest in Evergreen Cemetery in the hamlet of Baptist Hill, overlooking his
beloved valley. In 1979, ten acres of land across from the Bristol Town Hall were purchased by
the town for future use as a park. When grant financing failed to materialize, Supervisor
Raymond Barend was able to secure the assistance of the local US Army Reserve engineer
company in developing the land for public use. Formally dedicated on Jun. 10, 1989, the
development of Levi Corser Memorial Park was largely funded by private donations given by
local people who wanted to honor their long-time public servant.
A Note on Sources:

Levi Corser’s government grave marker. Evergreen
Cemetery, Town of Bristol.

The basic facts of Levi Corser’s service can
be found in his service summary available on
the Internet from the National and State
Archives
and
made
available
by
Ancestry.com.
Newspaper coverage of
Corser’s life was continuous throughout his
years of service after the war. During World
War I, he kept a scrapbook that was
eventually deposited in the Town Historian’s
files.

Tanks at Gettysburg and France
Clifford E. Murphy
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

No one felt the let-down when the war abruptly ended in an
armistice more than Clifford Murphy of Canandaigua. In a
letter to his father, published in the Ontario County Times,
Jan. 8, 1919, Murphy wrote, “We were in intensive training
when the armistice was signed and were due for the front in a
few days. We were certainly trained all right, but guess it’s
of no use now.” In that letter, written from a rear area
training camp in France, Pvt. Murphy expressed the same
enthusiasm felt by many American soldiers as they deployed
to France and the “front.”
Murphy really had a double reason for his feelings of
frustrated excitement when the war came to an end. In
`
Daily Messenger.
addition to the pent up élan, there was also the satisfaction
Dec. 17, 1923.
that like the men serving in aviation, Murphy was training to
fight in a new branch with great promise, the tank corps.
Much later, Murphy could express great satisfaction with his service at the Camp Colt training
center. His commander was the future Allied World War II commander, and later president,
Dwight D. Eisenhower.
Like most soldiers, Clifford Murphy entered military service through the draft. On registration
day, Jun. 5, 1917, Murphy completed his registration card stating that he was a natural born
citizen, born in Canandaigua on Feb. 24, 1895. He was already part of the local business
community, self-employed not far from the Niagara St. site where he would conduct his later
business for half a century. On Jun. 15, 1918, Murphy got his call from the Canandaigua draft
board.
Murphy reported to Ft. Slocum, and then was sent to Camp Colt for training with the 328th
Battalion of the Tank Corps. Camp Colt, the successor to another short-lived training post
nearby, opened in March, 1918. Located within the Gettysburg National Military Park, it was
the first training site for soldiers assigned to the new tank corps. The main part of the camp stood
the fields where the famous Pickett’s Charge took place in 1863. The commander of Camp Colt
was Captain Dwight D. Eisenhower, recently graduated from West Point.
Deployed overseas on Aug. 30, 1918, Clifford Murphy would remain in France until Mar. 24,
1919, finally returning for discharge on Apr. 4, 1919. In his published letter in January, 1919,
Murphy lamented that, “We gave a couple of big demonstrations and if you go to the movies and
see tanks in action, mostly small ones or whippets, you will have seen out battalion as they took
pictures last week and we were the only battalion that has given any such show.”

Camp Colt commander, CPT. Dwight D. Eisenhower. 1918. Image courtesy National Park Service.

Upon his return to Canandaigua, Clifford Murphy, opened a new and bigger business that his son
would later continue, Murphy’s Tire Service on Niagara St. He became a charter member and
long-time leader of Post #256, American Legion. In the early years of the post, members
frequently met in Murphy’s store. He also served as Police and Fire Commissioner for the City
of Canandaigua. Murphy was also instrumental in developing the land where the Inn-on-theLake now stands and together with Granger Green, Murphy spent years working to preserve
Squaw Island.
A Note on Sources:

Clifford Murphy’s government grave marker.
Calvary Cemetery, City of Canandaigua.

The basic facts of Clifford Murphy’s service
can be found in his service summary and
draft registration cards available on the
Internet from the National and State Archives
and made available by Ancestry.com. His
reminiscence of his military service was
published in the Ontario County Times, Jan.
8, 1919. His later life as a prominent member
of the Canandaigua community is covered
extensively in local newspapers.

“Always Ready to do a Public Service”
Charles W. Fairfax
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

`

When the Geneva Daily Times (Sep. 10, 1929) reported the
death of Charles W. Fairfax, the editor used affectionate
superlatives! “The death of Charles W. Fairfax removes one of
Geneva's widely-known and, public-spirited citizens. He will
be distinctly missed in various fields of activity here…and was
also particularly well-known for his military and patriotic
activities… He was always ready to do a public service when
called upon and the city owes him much for his many activities
in its interest and for its welfare.”

Charles Fairfax was born Dec. 2, 1862 (although his service
summary gives his birth year as 1871) making him the oldest
person to service in the war from Ontario County. Fairfax
grew up and matured into the social, political and business
communities of Geneva. In 1880, he associated with one of his brothers in his father’s painting
business. In 1893, a second brother, Frank E. Fairfax, entered the partnership having just
resigned from the Naval Academy. The Fairfax brothers then erected a four-story block at the
corner of Linden and Castle Streets, and their business flourished. One of their largest
commissions was for the interior decoration of the Smith Opera House. The Fairfax brothers
later opened their own wall paper manufacturing plant on South Exchange St.
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle
Sep. 10, 1929

Fairfax was always interested in local affairs. He joined the Hydrant Hose Co. of Geneva in
1880. He was also interested in Republican politics and served in several offices in Geneva city
government over the decades. He was a city Alderman under the new city charter of 1897.
Fairfax chaired the Geneva Railroad Committee, securing more safety at crossings. He was also
chairman of the electric light committee and public improvements committee. When he ran for
mayor, however, he was defeated.
Fairfax was a charter member of the Independent Battery of Geneva and served as an elected
Lieutenant and Captain, since National Guard officers were elected at that time. In 1897, Fairfax
was commissioned a 1st Lieutenant by Gov. Black and served in the state guard when most of the
men of the local 34th Separate Co. (National Guard) left for service in the war with Spain.
In April, 1898, Fairfax attempted to organize a regiment of volunteers, based in Geneva, to serve
in the Spanish-American War. He was expected to be named Colonel of the 1st New York
Volunteers. While many men expressed interest, and the recruiting got a lot of press coverage,
the regiment was never raised and the war ended a few months later.

After the war, Charles Fairfax used his military experience to organize a precision marching unit
that campaigned for President McKinley in the 1900 election. It was a “commander” of that unit
that first prompted people to call Fairfax a “colonel.”
Later, Fairfax served as Grand Marshall and organizer of several major parades and celebrations
in Geneva. He was also first physical director of the YMCA in Geneva as well as at Hobart
College. Fairfax also became a charter member of the local automobile club as well as a member
of the Masonic order, the Knights Templar and the Elks lodge in Geneva.
Fairfax had been a Home Defense Commissioner representing Geneva in the county home
defense organization after the United States entered the war in April, 1917. He resigned that
post, and his commission in the New York Guard (state forces) in December, 1917 when he was
commissioned in the US Army. At the age of 55, Fairfax attended an officer’s training school at
Ft. Niagara in the fall of 1917.
Charles Fairfax’s did not go overseas during the World War. He served with the 395th
Ammunition Train and the 155th Depot Brigade at Camp Lee, VA; New Bedford, MA; Camp
Devens, MA; and Camp Dix, NJ. He was also sent to Camp Perry, OH to organize the first
marksmanship competitions for which that place in renowned. Fairfax was discharged on Oct.
14, 1919.
As he approached his 60th birthday, Charles Fairfax
found more opportunities for public service and
service to his fellow veterans. He helped establish
Winnek Post #396, American Legion in Geneva
and served a term as its commander. In 1922 he
began managing the local poppy sale campaign for
the Legion. Fairfax chaired the local district of the
Boy Scouts and coordinated the recruiting of young
men to attend the Citizens Military Training
Camps, successors to the pre-war Plattsburg
Movement. His last project was chairing the Finger
Lakes sesquicentennial celebration of the SullivanGrave of Charles W. Fairfax. Glenwood
Clinton campaign of 1779.
Cemetery (Sec. 12), City of Geneva.

Capt. Charles W. Fairfax was “always ready to do a
public service, indeed. On the day of his funeral, Sep. 12, 1929, every store in Geneva briefly
closed as a mark of respect. He received full military honors.
A Note on Sources:
The basic facts of Charles Fairfax’s service can be found in his state and federal service
summaries available on the Internet from the National and State Archives and made available by
Ancestry.com. His life as a prominent citizen and businessman of Geneva was covered
extensively in local newspapers and local history publications for decades.

Service at Harvard Yard;
Last of the SATC--1996
Frederick A. Buell

`

Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

In his response to the specific question about military
service on the federal census of 1930, Frederick Buell said
that he was not a veteran. His grave in Rice Cemetery,
East Bloomfield, has no veteran marker. Cemetery visitors
could be forgiven if they overlooked Buell in the story of
.Inspection of Harvard Unit soldiers.
World War I. However, the story of Buell’s service, short
Image courtesy Countway Library,
as it was, is doubly important in understanding the war
Harvard Medical School.
effort here and elsewhere. Frederick A. Buell lived a full
.
life of leadership and service to his community and the
county and he participated in a short-lived, but important, opportunity to serve America in 1918.
In addition, Frederick Buell was one of three local veterans who lived until 1996. He was our
last living veteran of the Students Army Training Corps.
On Oct. 17, 1918, the Clifton Springs Press announced that “Frederick Augustus Buell of East
Bloomfield, has entered the Students' Army Training Corps at Harvard University. He is
registered in the Second District.” It was a brief statement befitting what turned out to be just 52
days of service. That fall of 1918, however, Buell had no way of knowing that his service would
come to an abrupt end less than two months later. He had entered into a new pathway of service
just authorized by the War Department.
In July, 1918, the War Department announced a plan to create units of the Students Army
Training Corps at colleges and universities across America. High school students were greatly
interested in the new program, since, at about the same time, Congress extended the ages of
those liable for military service to include boys from eighteen to twenty-one years of age. The
SATC plan had a two-fold purpose. The aim was to develop the great body of college men into a
military asset and to provide a pool from which officers could be selected. Secondly, the
program would prevent the depletion of the colleges threatened by the mass volunteering across
the nation. Members of these college SATC units were to be soldiers of the United States Army,
in a different category from the ROTC cadets already on many college campuses including
Harvard.
One of the young men who entered the SATC program was Frederick A. Buell, just turned
twenty years old. When he registered for the draft, Buell stated that he was a US citizen born on
Sep. 8, 1898. At the time, he was working for his father, Arthur, on the family farm along what
is now known as Co. Rd. 30, a short distance east of the former Village of Holcomb.

Frederick Buell was imbued with the idea of service to the nation and the community. Capt.
Timothy Buell was an East Bloomfield pioneer in 1799. The 152 acres farmed by Frederick and
his father, part of Timothy’s original purchase, remained in the family, although ownership
moved through families into which the Buells married; the Steeles, Wheelers, Gausses, and
Nortons. Arthur Buell, who married Alice Wheeler, served as East Bloomfield town supervisor
for eight years and others in the extended family gave both civil and military service over the
years. Frederick Buell took dairy farming seriously and over the years developed one of the
most valuable registered Ayrshire herds in the state.
Frederick Buell was the eighth generation to farm the land on which he grew up. It would have
been no surprise if he had applied for service in the SATC at Cornell, home to a respected
College of Agriculture. Why he chose to apply for the SATC program at Harvard is a mystery.
The Harvard program had only been authorized on Oct. 1, 1918. After admission to the program
there, Buell was formally drafted by the Cambridge, MA board on Oct. 16, 1918. He was
assigned to Co. H of the Harvard SATC unit. The Meuse-Argonne offensive was well
underway, by then, and there was every reason to believe that the war might go on for yet
another year. However, the Allies and the Germans abruptly signed an armistice on Nov. 11,
1918. Immediately, the War Department ordered that the Students Army Training Corps be
completely demobilized by the end of December. Frederick Buell received his Honorable
Discharge on Dec. 7, 1918. He was one of 1266 SATC soldiers at Harvard during those hectic
52 days. Returning to East Bloomfield, Frederick Buell resumed his work on the family farm.
He remained there for more than half a century.
In later years Frederick Buell served his community in many ways. He was a member of the
East Bloomfield Congregational Church and the local Grange. He served two terms on the East
Bloomfield Board of Education and was its president. For fifteen years, Buell served as a
member and chair of the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Committee. He was also a
member of the Bloomfield Scientific and Lions Clubs.
While Frederick A. Buell apparently never felt that he should take credit for being a veteran, the
US Dept. of Veterans Affairs includes his name in its death file, together with his service number
and dates of service.
A Note on Sources:

Frederick Buell’s grave in Rice Cemetery,
Town of East Bloomfield.

The basic facts of Frederick Buell’s service can
be found in his service summary from the
National Archives, available on-line at
Ancestry.com where his draft registration and
VA death register are also available. His life in
East Bloomfield is well documented in
newspaper reports. The story of the SATC at
Harvard was covered in detail in Harvard’s
Military Record in the World War, (1921) 1921.

Closing the Last Ranks--1996
Elmer E. Wheeler
Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Some veterans of World War I were still young enough in
1941 to volunteer for service in World War II. One of those
soldiers was Elmer Ellis Wheeler of East Bloomfield. In
fact, Wheeler was also the last veteran of World War I to be
buried in the Town of East Bloomfield.
Born in East Bloomfield, Feb. 15, 1898, Elmer E. Wheeler
was the son of Robert and Lodema Wheeler. Just three
years after the first airplane appeared in the skies over
Canandaigua (1914), Elmer Wheeler enlisted in the Regular
Army at a recruiting station in Rochester on Nov. 21, 1917.
That very day, he was sent to Ft. Slocum, NY.

Democrat & Chronicle
Feb. 25, 1918. p. 3

A week later, Wheeler was on a troop train with 700 other recruits headed to Kelly Field, TX.
There he qualified as an airplane mechanic after two weeks of training and testing. Wheeler was
assigned to the 173rd Aero Squadron and left with that unit for Chanute Field, IL. According to
Wheeler’s own summary submitted to the Town Historian, Henry Parmele, his train ride north
took him to New Orleans and then up the Mississippi Valley to Illinois. At Chanute Field,
Wheeler became a chauffeur, took a week of training on the maintenance of automobiles and
trucks, and was then set to an airplane engine repair shop. “Very interesting work,” Wheeler
called it.
On Feb. 17, 1918, Wheeler’s squadron was sent to Garden City, Long Island, long associated
with early aviation. There they found themselves in quarantine for 60 days. On Jun. 12, 1918
Wheeler and his squadron was deployed to France; to the 3rd Aviation Center, the largest in the
AEF. There Wheeler was put through several weeks of schooling and made line inspector of 40
aircraft. The squadron was finally returned to the US on Mar. 21, 1919 and Wheeler was
discharged at Garden City. Wheeler’s final comment on Henry Parmele’s information form was
an upbeat statement that “My work was very interesting and so my army days were not as bad as
lots of others.”
After the war, Elmer Wheeler attended Cornell University and SUNY Cortland where he
qualified to be a health and physical education teacher. During the 1920s and 1930s, Wheeler
was a teacher at Madison High School in the City of Rochester. There he was coach of the
soccer and football teams.

In September, 1942, Elmer Wheeler volunteered to reenter the Army Air Forces and he was commissioned a
Captain. He served at various stations in the US during
the war, always in a training and personnel position.
Early in his second wartime service he was posted to Ft.
Dix, NJ; Miami Air Station, FL; Raleigh, NC and then
put in command of the Aviation Cadet unit at Dickinson
College in Pennsylvania. Later he was director of ground
instruction at Shaw Field in Sumter, SC and Keesler Field,
MS. His final position was at Walter Reed Army Hospital
where he served as a vocational counselor for injured
personnel.

Elmer Wheeler as an Army
officer in World War II.
Democrat & Chronicle. Dec.
15, 1944

Elmer Wheeler was discharged from the army a second
time in 1945 with the rank of Lt. Colonel. He returned to
the Rochester City schools for a few years, in charge of
health and physical education at East High School. While
on several leaves of absence, he also served as a member
of the Rochester Veterans Reemployment Rights
Committee of the US Department of Labor. He also
served as a state counselor to veterans.

In March, 1943, Elmer Wheeler’s son, Wallace, left
his studies at the University of Rochester to enter the
army.
Elmer Ellis Wheeler was laid to rest in the historic
East Bloomfield Cemetery. At the time, no one
seems to have noticed that he was the last veteran of
World War I to be buried in that town.
A Note on Sources:
Wheeler’s grave marker in East
Information about Elmer Wheeler’s military service
Bloomfield Cemetery.
in World War I can be found on his service summary
card available from the National Archives on
Ancestry.com. A more detailed source is Wheeler’s own statements about his service recorded
on his report to Henry Parmele and the Town of East Bloomfield. That is also available from the
NY State Archives through Ancestry.com. Wheeler’s service in World War II is readily
documented from the many newspaper articles published about him during the war. His
published obituaries are also important sources.

Last of Our Doughboys--1996
Llewellyn W. Bassett

`

Preston E. Pierce
Museum Educator
Ontario County Historical Society

Local veterans of World War I experienced the
war in many different ways. In an ironic twist of
fate, the man who became our last living
doughboy nearly missed serving in the Great
War.
When he registered for the draft on Jun. 5, 1917,
Llewellyn Bassett told the board that he was a
native born citizen born in Naples on Sep. 1,
1896. At that time, he was employed by C. H.
Boals as an auto salesman. Bassett would
remain in Naples for the 100-plus years of his
life and was always a pillar of its business
community.

Democrat & Chronicle. Mar. 13, 1960.
.

Llewellyn Bassett was drafted by the board sitting in Canandaigua on Sep. 5, 1918. He was sent
to Camp Jackson, SC and remained there, later training as an artillery replacement draftee. He
was quickly discharged on Dec. 31, 1918 when demobilization began.
One story Llewellyn Bassett repeated throughout his life told of his completing his army training
at Camp Jackson and receiving orders for deployment to Europe. However, the armistice (Nov.
11, 1918) was signed so quickly, and demobilization happened so fast, that he never made it past
the Port of Embarkation. He was actually assigned to the Army Transport Ship “Tenadores” at
New Port News, VA, but never made it out of the harbor. Even that was a near miss for
Llewellyn Bassett. On Dec. 28, 1918, the “Tenadores” ran aground off the coast of France, near
the harbor of Brest. It broke up and sank before it could be salvaged.
Before the war Bassett worked for the Naples Ford agency. He returned to his work there after
the war. He was always a man of energy, however. In 1930 he opened an insurance agency in
Naples that he operated for thirty years before selling it to Stuart Mitchell. When Naples Central
School was built in 1937, Llewellyn Bassett became Clerk of the school board, a position he held
for concurrently for 27 years. His work for the school district was significant. Like many of his
contemporaries, Bassett told census takers that his own education had ended with the 8th Grade.

Postcard of Camp Jackson, SC where Llewellyn Basset spent most of his time in the Army.

When Naples veterans received the charter for the Jacob Schaeffer Post #810, American Legion,
in 1920, Llewellyn Bassett was among the fifteen charter members. He would later become the
post commander and a life-long member active in Legion affairs at the County and District levels
as well. .He would be pleased to know that he was the last local survivor.
Bassett’s leadership in the Naples community continued to the end of his days. He was president
of the Naples Rotary Club when it was chartered in 1939. For many years, he served in a variety
of leadership positions at the Naples Baptist
Church, as well.
A Note on Sources:

Llewellyn Bassett’s grave in Rose Ridge
Cemetery, Town of Naples.

The basic facts of Llewellyn Bassett’s service
can be found in his service summary from the
National Archives, available on-line at
Ancestry.com where his draft registration and
the passenger list for his transport ship are
available as well.
Local newspapers also
provide a great deal of information about
Bassett.

Phelps memorial to those who served in World War I. Dedicated July 4, 1922. This monument, located on NYS Rt.
96 on the west side of the village, contains the names of several women
Sanitarium who served as Army Nurses during the war.

from the staff of Clifton Springs

.

Geneva World War I memorial completed in 1939. Pulteney Park. City of Geneva

Ontario County Veterans of World War I
Whose Final Resting Place Remains Overseas
Abbott, Mike (Michael)
Aumick, Albert R.
Bellizi, Frank
Blyleven, Harry
Brooks, Frederick
Burke, John E.
Burnett, Albert M.
Cooke, James
Crane, Harry L.
Eckel, Guy E.
Elston, Clifford
Flynn, John K.
Fox, George
Frarey Walter W.
Golos, Philip.
Johnson, Charles E.
Keith, Harry B.
Kelley, William F.
Kennedy, Harold Leigh
Miller, Roscoe Conklin
Moran, Fred
O’Byrne, Patrick J.
Overstreet, Coy
Owen, William T.
Parish, Seeley B.
Pierce, Howard L.
Pratt, Henry E.
Quadrozzi, Joseph
Savage, Murray L.
Schrader, George C.
Simpson, Horace
Simpson, James L.
Slosson, James S.
Toner, Peter J.
Turner, William
Vols, Camille
Winnek, Edward F.

Aisne-Marne American Cemetery
Somme American Cemetery
St. Mihiel American Cemetery
Oise-Aisne American Cemetery
Loos British Cemetery, Pas de Calais
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Oise-Aisne American Cemetery
St. Mihiel American Cemetery
St. Mihiel American Cemetery
Somme American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Aisne-Marne American Cemetery
Somme American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
St. Mihiel American Cemetery
Aisne-Marne American Cemetery
Oisie-Aisne American Cemetery
Suresnes American Cemetery
Somme American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais (Canadian)
Suresnes American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Oise-Aisne American Cemetery
Oise-Aisne American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery
Somme American Cemetery
Oise-Aisne American Cemetery
Somme American Cemetery
Suresnes American Cemetery
Somme American Cemetery
St. Mihiel American Cemetery
Somme American Cemetery

France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France
France

Back cover: Model 1918 artillery caisson limber on the lawn in front of Post 256, American
Legion, in Canandaigua. When this relic of World War I was first mounted, most of the veterans
of World War I; men who founded the American Legion; were still alive. The slow decay
evident on the wooden wheels is symbolic of our slowly vanishing memory of those men.

Caisson limber builder’s plate.
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